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St. l.'lary' s r^iscopal Churc':i, Sigcr.o 
1359-1964 

The Proteatant Spiscopal Church in the United States, with its self con- 
ception of being urban upper-class, was someT.hat hesitant to join in tha 
missionary impulse that scattered clergymen of all faiths across the 
continent, treading on the heels of the Indian, the trapper, trie hunter, 
and the first settlers. The tendency, established by traditien, w'as 
fer the 3piscepal Church te wait until a newly settled area had gained 
eneugh in church-geing pepulatien te supper t a clergyican. In this way 
the early spread ef the Church en this centinent was slew; barely keep^ 
ing up with the emerging urban centers. 

In the early years ef the nineteenth century, hewever, the ^©cond Great 
Awakening, witli its upsiorge ef evangelistic feeling, began to change 
the attitudes and conceptions of the entire country, creating a more 
militant and missionary atmosphere in the churches. The General Con- 
vocation of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 1820 saw the organization 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society as one aspect of the 
Church's work. (Albright, Raymond W., A history of the Protestant 
Spiscopal Church, h.Y. McMillan, 1964, p.l97) In 1835 the General 
Convocation decided that the whole body of the Church was the mission- 
ary society and reorganized their missionary activities under a Board , 

of Missions. It became the policy to send out Missionary -^ishops to 
organize and encourage the growth of the Church in the new areas. 
(Albright, p. 215-216) 

In 1853 a former Presbyterian minister, Thoraas Fielding Scott, rector 
of Trinity Ch'urch , Columbus, Georgia, was elected Missionary Bishop of 

'L 
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Ore^^on ar.d TTaohiiiijton Territories by tno General Convention. Arriving 
in Portland in April of 1854 he began to visit the more popnlono and 
settled areas of hie vast territory, wnich included parts of v/nat is 
now Idaho. Upon his ret'urn he called his first Convocation of the 
clergy and laity of the Protestant Ppiscopal Church in Oregon ard 
V?ashington Territory. Thomas E. Jossett in his article on Bishop 
Scott notes that the Bishop, in his address to the convocation, 
‘‘st'^essed the fact that his aims were 'to strive at the earliest pos--. 
sible moment for settled Pastors;' 'to depend, under God, upon our 
own resources;' and to 'build neat and suitable churches where we and 
our children may regularly assemble for worship and instruction.' 

These aims reveal the limitations of the missionary strategy of Scott 
and the Board of Missions. Settled pastors require a population able 
to support them, and on the frontier with its scattered communities a 
more mobile ministry is called for. Scott recognized this in his 
later years, and so did the Board of Missions in 1865, when Scott 
asked for and received an appropriation to underwrite tv/o missionary 
tours. But the missionaries so sent out soon settled down in the 
largest communities. The goal v/as alv;ays a settled ministry.'' 
(Jessett, Thomas E. , Thomas Yielding Scott, Bishop of Oregon, Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, v.55, n.l, March 1954, p.49) 



er|c 



The early years of St. Miary's Church beautifully fit this scheme and 
the Bishop was greatly gratified. His first service in Pugone City, 
October 8, 1854, was attended by a large crowd in the temporary court- 
house. (Clark, E.H., An historical sketch of St. Mary's Episcopal 
Church, St. Mary's Church Directory, 1922-23, p.l; the autlior of 
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'In 1355 the Bishop reported: “In Lane and Benton counties there are 

several families as v/all as individuals attached to our church, affor- 
ding an opening, for a successful Mission. At Sugene City, by the 
kindness of Mr. Skinner, one of the tov/n proprietors, we have been 
presented with a valuable site for Church and School or Farsorage.“ 
(Semi-centennial of the Protestant Etoiscopal Church in Oregon, 1851- 
1901, n.p. £19013 p.77) While the congregation of two families and 
three communicants (Clark, p.l) was developing the acre of ground that 
SlrLmaer had donated the Bishop was organizing and ejrpanding his clergy 
to cover the immense area of his jurisdiction. On Sunday, August- 2, 
1857, the Bishop ordained the Reverend Johnston M^iCort^c , formerly 
deacon at the church in Oregon City. After his ordination Rev. McCorirac 
was reassigned to Oregon City as Presbyter. (Proceedings of the annual 
convocation of the clergy and laity of the Protestant Ikiscopal Church 
in Oregon and V?ashington Territory, 1857, p.S, ll) 

In 1858, Bishop Scott reported that Pev. McCormac’s services had occa- 
sionally been extended to Linn City and Conemah. (Proceedings, 1858, 
p.6) In the same journal he noted: “I trust the arrangements are so 
far completed as to insure the building of s. church at Eugene City, 
where there are several members of our church desirous of permanent 



services." (Proceedings, 1858, p.S) The church was soon completed 
for late in 1858 Rev. McCormac was assigned to trie new church at Eu°-ene 



B 



City. (Dov/n, r.oberi Horc.ce, Churccies in the \’ille:.-:ottG Valley ^ChicCigc , 
S.J. Clarke, 1937j p.674) Almoot all sources ^jive the date- of the oe- 
ginnin.^ of Rev. HcCorr.'ac's services as January 23 , 1859 ’.vhich ip the 
ds-te of the consecration of St. kary's. It must be assumed trait kcCorrac 
was appointed to the position before that date as, as we shall see, the 
Bishop speaks of him as being already in charge of the mission. Ei s 
account of the ceremony, which follows, is also of importarxie because 
it establishes the date of the beginning of St. Mary's Episcopal Church 
in Eugene. Shis date was apparently questioned at the diocese level in 
the 1950' s for the Journal of the Annual Convention of the Idocese of 
Oregon reports that St. Mary's was consecrated on January 20, 1859. 

(1933, p.2) Bishop Scott, who had officiated at the event, reported! 

"The next service of special interest was the consecration of St. Mary's 
Church, Eugene City, on Sunday, 23d Janusuy. In t— is service I v/as 
assisted by Eev. Johnston McCormac , the missionary in charge, and by 
the P.ev. J.B.W. Sell wood. The church is a neat and appropriate building, 
erected mainly by the citizens. Services were continued for a week, and 
were well attended, especially on Sundays, when many were unable to gaia 
admittance." (Proceedirngs , 1859, p.l4) 



In another account of tne consecration the Bishop noted that "the 
instrument of donation and request to consecrate was read by S. Ells- 
worth, Esq., one of the building corcmittee, and the sentence of Conse- 
cration by Rev. Johnston McCormac who, assisted by Rev. J.R.?7. Sellwood 
(Deacon), read morning prayer." (Clark, p.l) 



c:.i.r-^c 



"•rnroe wecK-a o.-ijo," tne Bicnop roportc, "I visited ti*is c:.i.r-^c o.-;ij.in, 
spending' five days in various exercises; and on Suiiday, 1/ay four 
were confiriried. Two others were to have been presented, but were 
unexpectedly hindered. I was much gratified with the evidences of 
success attending the labors of the mi ssionary . Eugene is a groT;ing 
villcige, beautifully situated in tne neart of a populous and tnriving 
portion of the state, and is consequently a point of much importance 
to the Church." (Proceedings, 1859, p.l4) 



At the annual convocation of the follov.'ing year the Bishop reported: 
"At Eugene City, the usual attendance is said to be good, and the 
number of communicants has increased. Luring the four days ^of the 
Bishop's visitation^, and especially on Sunday, the attendance v/as 
large, and one was confirmed. Now, that the reciaining debt on the 
church is liquidated, with the remo'^al of some other hindrances, I 
trust this congregation will enter actively into its own support and 
enlargement. In addition to the usual public services, Eev. Mr. 
l/.cCorirac conducts a Sunday School and Bible Class, and holds an 
occasional service in the neighborhood on Sunday afternoon." (Pro- 
ceedings, I860, p.6) 

The majority of the inf orriiation on St. Iv5ary's during this period is 
directly based on the Bishop's ovm observations at his regular visi- 
tations. His concern with the financing of the individual missions 
reflects his overlying concern for the economic v/ell-being of the 
whole territory under his jurisdiction. Even though he ms concen- 
trating his efforts in the cori^aratively well- populated trough that 



& 8 



ac'oor.vrjiir.,-^- to epreoLd 



stretchod froui Seattle to EOf^ene he v/as otill 
too i'C'7 clergymen over too large an area vrith too litt 
of financial support, ^^l though the missions were not 
self-sufficient it v/as a goal theit all aspired toward, 
in th.e nineteenth century reached it, however, having 
supplemental funds from the Board of Missions through 
Bishop. (See Proceedings , 1882, p. 12-15) 



lo in the way 
expected to ho 
?£•;/ missions 
to rely on 
tho hi s si onary 



"On Monday, April 8, 1861 in St. Mary's Church, Zugene City, ^the 
Bishop^ ordained F.ev. Ihiomas A. Hyland, Beacon, to the Priesthood, 
being assisted by Rev. Messrs. McCormac and J.P.W. Sell’wood. This 
service was appointed for the preceding day, but the candidate was 
prevented by stress of weataer from arriving in season." (Clark, 
p.2) 3.H. Clark notes this as possibly the first ordination per- 

formed by Bishop Scott in Oregon, but as we have seen the Proceedings 
of 18-57 has the Bishop reporting the ordination of Johnston McCormac 
in August of that year, (p.ll) She ordination of Hyland was, however, 
the first ordination in Eugene. Althougn Thomas 2. Jessett in his art- 
icle on Thomas' brother, Peter 3dv?ard i^yland , states that Peter Edward 
"was too busy getting his family settled to go to Eoseburg for the 
ordination of his brother, Thomas A., on April 8. The service v?as in 
the new Church, St. George's, and the Bishop was assisted by only two 
priests, the minimum." (Jessett, Thomas E. , The Reverend Peter 
Biward Hyland: -^’ounder of the church on Puget Sound, Historical Mag- 
azine of the Protestant %>iscopal Churcht v.37, n.3, September 1968, 
p.25l) la an earlier article Jessett states that "Hyland was advanced 
to the priesthood April 8, 1861, in St. Mary's Church, Eugene." 



(Jessett, Thomas 2., Thomas Fielding Scott, bishop of Oregon, Oregon 
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Kiatorlcal Qirvrterly, v.bL'>, n.l, --arch h'it'h , p.56) About all v;c tray 
a. 5 ?u;r.e frcr.’ this is the probability tha’c i'.cCorr.a.c , as the only resident 
clertjyxaa in that part of tuc valley, did participate in the corernny. 

It v,'c.s about this tiine ttiat ^>iohop Scott becaiae "convinced of the 
necessity of using some clorgynian on an itinerant basic. He appealed 
to the Board of Missions for funds to send tv/o clergymen on a six 
months!; tour. The Board approved, and McCorrsac and Bachler volunteered 
for theso assignements » 

"ilcCornac was assigned to southern *^regon v/here he held regular 
services at Eoseburg j^Eyland having gone to California in September 
I 86 I 3 , organized a new congregation at Oa.kland, and visited Corvallis, 
Monroe, Grand Prairie and Cloverdale, before returning to his regular 
post at Eugene." (Jessett, Thomas Fielding Scott, p. 6 S) 

On July 14, 1867 Bishop Scott died while visiting in Hew York. He was 
fifty years old. (Batterson, Herman Griswold, A sketchbook of the 
American Episcopate; 1783-1833, Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1884, p.l78) 
Memorial services were immediately held in Portland and the standing 
committee attended to the details of the district until a new bishop 
was selected. (Proceedings, 1868) In the more ordinary diocese the 
task of electing the new bishop would fall to the dtocosan convention; 
a missionary bishop, however, was elected by the General Convocation. 
Benjamin Henry Paddock, Hector of Christ Church, Detroit, was nociinated 
by the House of Bishops but declined; he was later elected Bishop of 
Massachusetts. (Batterson, p. 270-271, 365) Benjamin Wistar Morris, 
forty-nine yeexrs old, and Assi stant, Mini s ter of St. Luka’s Church, 
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Gcrrruitovvn, Pennsylvania was concecrated liissionary Bishop of Oregon 
and ’.Vaohirv^ton Territory on December S, 1668 in Philadelphia. 

(Battersea, p.B43) 

The split berv/een the hign-church older hnglicaa tradition and the 
evan, 3 elical low-church faction of the Ppiscopal Church, brought to the 
forefront of the clergy's consiousneas by the second '‘Great /.wakening" 
in the early nineteenth century, was a major factor in tlie growing 
missionary sense of the church. By an. unv/ritten agreement the two 
factions divided the field, v;hich proba.bly lessened the tensions and 
prevented a full-blown schism, by assigning the missionary functiono 
of the church to the evangelical faction. As the territorial missions 
grew to more resemble the older, settled pattern of the East, the 
evangelical branch became more and more limited to foreign missions, 
such as Chir.a, Japan, the Middle East. (See Albright, chapters 13, 14) 

To some degree the split v/as a function of the North-South dichotomy and 
is reflected in the different natures of the first two Missionary 
Bishops of Oregon and Washington. Bishop ^cott, born in North Carolina 
and serving in the South until his consecration as Bishop (Batter-son, 
p.l78), may be considered as tending more to the evangelical form of 
the Episcopal Church altnou^ "he always referred to his position as 

•conservative and catholic,' and he was strongly convirjted of the 
validity of the Anglican position." (Jessett, Thomas Fielding Scott, 

p.45) Bishop Morris was born in Permsylvania and served in tiiat diocese 
until his consecration. (Batterson, p.243) (It must be emphasized that. 
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if c:ui bo relied upon, Uic political turreoil of tne Civil V.'ar 

barely rippled tlie already surging waters of the Episcopal svrearr., caught 
up in o:ore chirrchly quarrels.,) 



This roay explain, to sons degree, the relative laci: of church records 
that existed in the diocese unuil tlae arrival of bishop Morris. The 
iirariediate iirpact vjas evident in the Proceedings of the convocation of 
1669. In that year a separate parochial report was added to the jourr^i. 
This was in addition to the information customarily given in the Bishop’s 
formal address to the assembled convocation. The report for St. Mary’.s 
Was as follows: 

Baptisms adult 1, infant 5, total 6 
Confirmations 4 

Coiiimunicants added 6, present number 23 
Sunday School teachers 6, pupils 35 
Marriages 1 
Burials 3 

Services twice each Sunday 

Humber of families connected with the congregation 21 
Average attendance 55 

Collections and contributions: $29 37^; for salary $100; 

domestic missions $11 12g-; total $140 50. 

The services of the church were first held in January, 
1859, by Eev. J. McCormac. 

The church, was built in 1868 (sic), and consecrated, 
January 23rd, 1869 (sic). 

Property owned by the congregation: 4 lots and one 
church edifice. 

(Proceedings, 1869, p.39) 

Information was annually presented by each parish and mission in the 
succeeding years. In 1370 there was considered enough inforimation to 
present it in tabular form in addition to the individual reports. 
(Appendix 3 is a similar tabulation for the annual reports of St. Mary’s 
Church.) There are, unfortunately, many blanks in the tabulation which 

limit its usefulness, the various reasons for this will become evident 
as we continue. 
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In 1373 at the annu^il convocation, Jud^-e '.iatne'w ?. Docidy reported, ac 
chairman of the Committee on Incorporation of Pari shea, the draft of 
the a!r.endment to the lav/s of Orei^on eotahli dhin^j the procedoi'ea for 
the incorporation of Protestant Episcopal Churches. Deady incl-oded 
in his report samples of the required forms for such an incorporation. 
This amendment to the church incorporation law ’.vas passed by the legis- 
lature on October 23, 1872 and was in effect for many years. Tne ori- 
ginal la.w relating to the incorporation of churches, religious, bene- 
volent, literary and charitable societies provided that “three or mora 
of the officers or trustees, etc.... may make, aclcnov/ledge and file 
articles of incorporation." (Deady, General Laws of Oregon, 1845-54, 
p.633, S3 2, passed October 24,. 1864.) 

The amendation of that act in 1872 as desired by Judge Deady merely 
allowed any one of the principle officers, trustees, etc. or more than 
one, to subscribe to the articles of incorporation except for the 
specifically designated Protestant -Episcopal Church which still must 
have “three or more persons, wardens and vestrymen of a congi’egation 
or parish of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, 
(-tojmake, acknovyledge and file articles of Incorporation." (L.1372, 
p.l27, ss 8) I'his version of the law persisted (1872, p.l27, ss 8; 

E 3302; EC 5189; lOL 7004; OC 25-907; 1933 c.l7, ss 1; OCIA 77-425) 
long past the pruning away of the other articles in the section, the 
remnants of which were repealed by Chapter 462, Oregon Laws 1941. It 
was not until 1957 that any more was done to ss 8 on the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, at which time the legislature eliminated all refer- 
ences to the Act of 1864 v/hich had long been repealed. (1957, c.580, 
ss 104) Judge Deady, who started this entire excursion, never did 



•oufficie'Atly cxpliiin v/hy ho vxinlod ii lav/ apocifically providing; for 
Ihe incorparafiori of episcopal churches; he had said at the tiir:c, 
hov/aver , tnat it was not convenient. (Proceedings, 1372, p.S2) 



3o tliat as it ray, as time p.assed, Bishop Morris showed an iricroasing; 
concern over the character of tr.e records keepin^^ in his diocese. In 
1374 the required ' form for the subraission of the Parochial Report was 
given in the Proceedings of the Convocation, (p.52) 



In 1882 the Bishop in his annual address before the convocation noted 
that the Diocesan Missionary Committee had assigned two counties to 
each presbyter for the purpose of determining the total number of 
church members in the jurisdiction. Each clergyman was to seek out all 
baptised members of the church. and fill out a prepared form listing 
their name, birthplace, and number of children (noting v/hether they 
are b.^tised or unbaptised, confirmed or unconfirmed) . In addition 
all this information was to be transferred into a Diocesan register 
kept by the Bishop. (Proceedings, 1882, p.20) 



In 1383 the Bishop again drew attention to this aspect of the rector's 
responsibilities and went on to discuss complementary duties tnat were 
not being discharged. "I desire here to call attention to a canonical 
provision in reference to communicants taking certificates of good 

standing in removing from one parish to another. Without this certif- 
icate no Clergyman is required to receive such communicants. fs 
very much to be desired that this canonical rule were more generally 

observed. It would save many persons from estrangement or ultimate 
separation from the Church on their removal into new places if this 

/a- i<\ 
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requireir.en^ was complied wiui. Bat this is not quite all that is 
necessary. Sometimes persons holdins those certificates settle v/ncre 
there i s no clergysnin living, and for want of Icnowledge on their part 
never become tonov/n to any minicter of the Church. This difficulty is 
wall remedied by a fora of certificate, such as I have just received 
from a faithful and painstaking Rector in the Diocese of Pittsburg. 

The certificate is in duplicate form, and when separated in the middle 
one portion is sent to the proper Clergyman, or to the Bishop, and the 
corresponding portion retained for use by the conraunicant . hiis f-or- 
nishes a double protection, and it v/ould be well if it were jnore univei 
sally adopted. 

"These careful provisions to koep a record of all members of the 
Church leads me naturally to say something about Parish PiOgisters. 

"Perhaps it may not be known to all that this also is a matter of 
canonical requirement. This canon on this subject reads as follows 2 



/ 

’ Every minister of this Church shall keep a register of baptisms, con- 
firmations, comn-onicants , marriages and funerals within his cure, agree- 
ably to such rules as may be provided by the Convocation of the Diocese, 
where his cure lies; and if none such be provided, then in such manner 
a.s in his discretion he shall think best suited to uses of such a register. 

"’Bvery minister of this Church shall make out and continue as far 
as practicable, a list of all families and adult persons within his cure, 
to remain for the use of his successor, to be continued by him and every 
future minister in the same Parish.' 
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"I am 
qui ro i 

fro'.Vi Cl<n\qy 



sure that in r/iany caoea tais positive and very irf:porto.nt re- 
s but partially complied ^■.'i^h. I hear frequent corolnints 
!uon cuiuing into our Parishes of tne faulty and unsatisfactory 



condition in which they find the Pari eh Register, <i.nd of the difficulty, 
or impossibily (sic), Bometiaos of kno'fling from the record who and where 
his people are. One great mistake, I tiiink, is often made in beginni'hg 
these records in some little book tliat is easily mislaid or lost, and 
then goiag on perhaps wi th a second, v/hich in time goes the same road. 

.^11 such trifling affairs should be scrupulously eschewed from the first, 
arh. a substantial, good-sized, \vell-bound book provided at the beginning 
of every Parish, into which all its history arji records should go, with a 
spirit of carefulness and punctuality equal to tiiat of the most enact and 
methodical accountant in a bank or counting house. Such a book would 
last for generations and become in time an invaluable heritage to the 
Parish. In close connection with this matter of a v/ell-kept Parish Reg- 
ister comes that of preserving our own Diocesan Jo'urnals. Ihis, I think, 
should be done by or for every Parish. Every vestry room or Rector’s 
library should have as part of its furniture a complete file of the 
Journals of the Diocese, and consequently the history and progress of 
its o'<Tn Parish from year to year. Occasions are constantly occurring 
when these things are needed for references and 1 cannot understand hov/ 
a Clergyman is willing to go on year after year after year without pre- 
serving these records of his ov/n work. If there are frequent changes in 
the Rectorship, so much tne more need for the preservation of its history 
(Proceedings, ld83, p. 33-35) 



O 



In 1886 Bishop Morris was again compelled to comment on the records- 
keeping practices of his flock: "In spite of all that has been said 



UTjon u:e subject of correct and f\ill racords in the purich r.ef'icoera , 
and t:ie ir.portauce of preserving copies of t:ie Convocation Joai'anis, 
in each parish. Clergymen coming into tao pLnce of those \,..o hc.ve re- 
moved, bring the cams complaint of the deficient and most imperfect 
character of triese records, and generally the absence of every Jourral 
of the Convocation from the first to the last. They are thus left to 
hunt up the pG.st history of their parishes and find out their present 
standing and condition in the best v?ay that they can. I know no reraedy 
for this state of things, in the case of those who regard the preserva- 
tion of these records as a niatter of indifference, and have no respect 
for their own canonical obligations. 

'•And here I wo'uld beg the clergy now, to do what is in their power 
to preserve and put on record the history of their parishes, as complet- 
ely as possible up to the present time. This will involve the expendi- 
t'ure of some time and labor, but I think it will be time and labor well 
employed. These histories should be fully copied into tne parish regis- 
ters, where they could be added to and enlarged from time to time as 
occasion should require. The Jo'urnals of the Convocation and the files 
of the Spirit of Missions, will furnish the best, and almost the only 
material for these histories, and whoever will collect and arrange this 
material, and put it in available shape, will do a very proper and 
desirable thing for his parish." (proceedings, 1S86, p.32) 



Daniel B. Stevick in his book on Canon Law notes that the Parish register 
requirement is more than an administrative device, it "is largely a record 
of names, naraes given individually in baptism and names representing 
people in their interrelatedness (godparent, marriage partner, transfers 
from another cure) and their significance before &od and in his Church. 
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lapli.citly, tho rccorcUns of Vao t^anorations in a paric'a rerpLctar 
token of the Cnrif.tian sense of history and huTi-an v/orth." (Stevie 
rfuaiol 3., Canon law: a handbook, K.Y. Seabm'y, 1955, p.lS9) 



7nen Oregon was organized into a diooeco the constitution and eanons 
adopted by the annual eonvention ineluded provisions for registers, 
parochial reports, and the reiooval of coinnunicants from one parish to 
another; all supplemental to the constitution and canons promulga ted by 
the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States. (See Journal, 1S90 , p.79,86; Stevick, p. 135, 146) 



Although records of haptisms, Confirications , Marriages and Burials were 
being kept at St. liary' s since 1859 i t was not unvil after the -t^ishop's 
pleadings tha.t they v/ere conpletely and fully kept with an historical 
accoxint of the parish. 



The social life of the congregation, although not the most important . 
factor of church life, despite the Bishop's annual protestation against 
unseemly fund raising events, were but slightly treated in church pub- 
lications until later when they had developed into special interest 
groups. However, the newspapers did mention an occasional gala affair 
as "on a certain festive night in Eebruary, 1869, the ladies of St. 
Ihary* s Episcopal Church gave an enter tairiraent of tableaux, charades, 
recitations, and songs." (Historical Records Survey. Oregon. Old Times 
with lane County pioneers, [-1939, p.4^) 
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The Bishop's Address to the Annual Convocation of 1870 contained several 
references to Saint 1/ary' s: "The Rev. Johnson (sic) McCori:ac, the oldest 

resident Clergyman in this Mission, removed in April last, to the juris- 





Hi 3 had labored long and faithfully in an 






our counsels, while we v/isi\ him God speed in ais new field of labor. 



McCormaci "The first missionary left April 1st, 187G having laid the 



fore l.lr. t'cCormac ' s resignation, and opened a boy's school in the buil- 
ding recently purchased by us for that purpose, officiating on Sundays 
in St. Mary's Church, iiot meeting with such success in his school as 
Would warrant the removal of his family to this State, he returned this 
summer to his home in Arkansas. Since that time there have been no 
services at Sugene City, except on last Sunday, when the 3ev. James 
Sellwood officiated in the morning and evening." (Proceedings, 1870, 

P.17) 

In 1865 or 1866 Mrs. Eugene Skinner had suggested that land be bought in 
Eugene for the purpose of a Diocesan school. (Clark, p.3) The -“ishop, 
in his address, gives a description of this property and the terms of 
its purciiase. "The ground and houses known as the "Cornelious property" 
in Eugene City has been purchased for $1200. Six hundred dollars of this 
were paid by the citizens of Eugene, and three hundred dollars vers paid 



I^The Rev. A.L. Parker, Sector of St. Mary's 1887-1338 noted abouo 



foundations so deep and firm tiiat years of neglect and dissension could 
not upt’urn them." (Anderson, A.p. , History of St. Mary's, 1833, p.].0/Q 
The Rev. Idr. McManus, of •‘Arkansas, came to Eugene City a short time be- 




by till! 



, 'I'lie three- hiundrea doliarn -rlli co due i'ro::, 

him the firot of Jariuary next. Tni properly coneistc of foin' ncrco 
of groujid, with n ^^nrden and orchard, a awellini;; houeo tivA school house, 
auu will be a val'cable aid to Church work there, in tiue to come.!' 
(Froceedir,,^s, 1370, p.2?) 



I'he departure of both i-hConcac and McLlanus left the po.rish without a 



regular presbyter. St. i'ary's became dependent on tiie occasional ser- 
vices provided by Hev. James Sellwood and presunh-bly a lay reader. Che 
parochial report of 1871 — although not fornuilly presented it did appear 
in the tabulation — indicated that there were 20 members of the church 
and that $17.00 had'.-heen collected from the congregation. Che lack of 
a pastor was greatly felt and a missionary convocation \7as held in Eugene 
in April 1872 to reach a decision on the needs of tne many vacant parishes, 
including Eugene City. The decision of the convocation was to provide 
alternate Sunday services. (Proceedings, 1S72, p.28) The parochial 
report of that year, again presented by one of the ,layir.en, notes! "All 
the interests of the parish have been prou£)ted by semi-monthly missionary 
services of the past few months, and the people are anxious for the 
settlement of a pastor among them." As illustration of their sincerity 
in making this request they add! "The church lot has been enclosed with 
a neat fence, the vestry room papered and painted, and the church other- 
wise repaired and improved." (Proceedings, 1872, p.47) The Bishop, 
echoing the anxiety of the parishioners in his Annual Address, and 
evidently speaking for a v/ider audience than his own diocese (a clerical 
advertisement, so to speak) notes in 1873: "...the church, dwelling- 

house and school-house, with four acres of ground, of St. f/ary's Parish, 
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C'ity. \vi U- oi^-hteon cori-Viunican tr,'‘ (ProcoGciir’.gi , ici?ro, p.i) as 
bein.'i vacanb. Hp also apeo-ics of P.ev. J.H.V/. Scilwocd as "our ion- 

ary at Iar^!;e ' . . .who has ^tvcr. his services during tae -pci-So year to 
Saleir., Jefferson. Susene City..." (Proceediryjs , 187J, p.S) 



The parochial report of 3c. hary' s Church for tae year endirif' i.u;pis'c 31, 
1374 v.as prepared by che Reverend Jacies E. Hairu'rond. "The present miss- 



ionary took charge. . .January 1. 1874. Of the congregation that once was, 
only a few ware found to remain. The Sunday School is altogether the 
work of the last seven months. 

"The rectory has been put in Ci habitable condition« The available 
timbers of the school house located near the Rectory, have been trans- 
ferred, and a very neat and substantial school building - 23 X 44 - now 
stands on the church lot. ^lie cost of this work, exclusive of gratuitous 
labor - wherein the first warden deserves honorable mention - has been 
about $300. Contributions in lumber and money about S50. In effort ^vill 
be made to pay the debt ere another report is rendered. 

"jia occassional service has been given at Monroe, and a monthly 
service is maintained at Eoseburg, and also at Oamland. At the latter 
place a church building is much needed." (Proceedings, 1874, p.36) 



In 1875 the Parochial report was presented by Dr. E. Ellsworth, Secretary 
of the Vestry, as P.ev. Hanmond had moved on to Pendleton. In 1876, Dr. 
Ellsworth, as Acting Secretary, reported: "In April 1375, Eev. J.E. Hammond 
removed from this Pa.rish, and since then v/e have had church services but 
twice, each time by bishop Morris. Since Convocation, but once. January 
last by the bishop, Saturday eve and tv/ice Sunday lollovang, v/ith Holy 
Communion - contribution $5.75. 
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"1'no is .for rent of charch property, out it, x.os ‘beor. r.eco r.i't.ry 

to oipply it to pay off a debt incurred in rebuildir.;'; the ?arir,h school 
bui Idin.:;. 



‘'It suould be stated that sonc tiiree or four of our cx.urch farrhlies 
itave removed to the country, sorte 12 or 15 miles from town, but beina; 
nearer here than any other parish I still count then: as with us. 

"Under the circums tence s we have found it nearly impossible to heap 
up the Sunday School, and have had but trery few since Mr. Hammond left 
us." (Proceedings, 1876, p.S5) 



Dr. Ellsworth also commented on the passing in January of that year of 
Lir. S. Ellsworth who had long been an active member in church activities. 
He was Lay Eeputy to the Annual Convocations on a number of occassions, 
and he had served on the original building committee and officiated at 
the consecration service in 1859. 



1877 also passed without benefit of clergy at St. Mary’s. Sishop Morris 
reported his concern in August at the convocation: "Eugene City and 

Eoseburg, in the southern part of the State, have been vacant for several 
years. Lhe former place is steadily growing in in;pcrtance , arh now thao 
it has been made the seat of the State University, is a field of more than 
Common interest and promise, by our system of ’Missionary appointments’ 

I have been enabled to have <2uite frequent serv'ices at this place, and 
in a small measure supply tlie need of a settled minister. We have a 
church and school house, with large gromids, and a dwelling house and 
four acres of lands. With the ordinary stipend from the board, it 
would give a sir^gle man, or a married man with a siiall family, a fair 
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v'Upport. 3':it years of correspond cace and inquiry :u*vo s 



0 far failed 



tv* 



secure such. a. person, and this fair field, in the very ;p-.rdon of o^x'* 
beautiful valley, still lies faiiov,'." (Proceedinos , 18V7, p.l5) 

Dr. Ells''’3oraa, as Acting Secretary of the Parish, adds hir> voice oo the 
plea: "V<’e have placed a good, new foundation under me sov/er of the 

church, a repair much needed. There is considerable inq'oiry among the 
people as to Church services in the future, but, under the circumstances, 
of course, no definite answer can be returned." (Proceedings, 1377, p.37) 

"During the interregnum betv?een the going of hr. Hammond and the comiz^g 
of Ur. Wells, his successor, the church, by removals and from other 
causes, seems to have reached a very lov/ state. Sometime in the summer 

or fall of 1873 ^Spring, 1878 (Clark, P-3)^ Mr. Wells was appointed by 

tne Bishop, missionary for St. '.'ary's and other points. With character- 
istic energy he threw himself into his work, and very soon the church 
gave signs of life. The first recorded official act of l,ir. Wells was 
on July 3, 1873; just when he resigned the mission is not recorded. 

He seems to have taken charge of what the Bishop regarded as a mors 

imm^ortant w'ork at Walla ^“alla, sometime in the spring of 1879, so that 
he had charge of the mission less than a year. But though his minis- 
tration was a short one it was a most creditable one for him. His teach- 
ing v?as thoroughly churchly and his zeal admirable, and no man has left 
a better memory behind him than did he." (Anderson, p.7; quoted without 
attribution by Walling in The Illustrated History of Lane County, Oregon; 

Portland. Walling, 1884. p.42s) In 1892 Eev. Wells was consecrated Bishop 
of Spokane. (Clark, p.s) 



O 



3etv;cen and Octobcr 
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of 1679 the Hev . David J. i.'a'Doaald, D.D. T/ao in 
cr.arc~o of St. Mary's Mission. (Clark, p.3, luTiderson, p.ll) 

On the first of Fehrviary 13S0 Kev . A. Payton Anderson took up residence 
at St. Lkiry’s. Ha is the first rector of St. Mary’s to leave any kind 
of a real record of his experiences. On retirinf?; from St. ihry' s to go 



to St. Paul's Parish at Oregon City in Arjril, 1S8S he wrote a history 
of the parish into the Parish Hegister just as the Bishop had suggested 
in the year previous (see above). The Parish P.sgister appears to have 
been started earlier but it is difficult to determine when as the earliest 
entries — from 1859 — appear to have been copied in from another book. 

In any event Anderson's account of the early history of St. I/ary's was 
used, almost word for word, in Walling's Illustrated History of Bane 
County (1884) but Walling deleted the interesting sections involved with 
Anderson's own ministry. "On taking charge of the mission, the missionary 
found the churen very much out of repair and its interior presenting a 
most unchurchly appearance. There \iere no sidewalks on the street , or 
any leading from the gate to the church. To reach the church, therefore, 
especially on dark and rainy nights, v/as a serious undertaking. The roof 
of the ChixTch was so rotten tliat it leaked almost like a sieve. ^ new 
roof has been put on, good sidewalks have been constr'oeted , and, at 

different times, such improvements have been made on the interior, that 
the Church is really attractive on the inside. The old and ragged carpet, 

cade up of odds and ends, has been replaced by a harAsome carpet, the 
gift of I/ks. Brown, of St. Mary's School, Benincia, California, the 
wretchedly uncomfortable old benches have been discarded and their places 
filled with thoroughly comfortable ones, and a nevr arh handsome stove has 
replaced the old and worn out one which formerly stood in the '='i*'le the 

‘PA 



ol' tha Church, has been rnuch ircproved, and rhc v/hole interior 
beautified £;reatly with a coat of paint so tiaat it hardly soo-as iihs 
the old building that it was. V/'hon the missionary took cnarge of the 
mission there v/ere unpaid bills which have all been paid ; and he leaves 
no debt behind." (Anderson, p.8) "At his coming the nisaicnary found 
the church mesribership out of harmony. All that, he is thardcful to say, 
is 01 the past. And, as ho believes, there is a bettor state of feeling 
existing and a stronger and more intelligont affection for the church 
than he found at his coming." (Anderson, p.9) 



Ee goes on to discuss the barriers to his -work, the necessity of provid- 
ing services to P.cseburg, Oakland, arxL Junction City and tho fact that 
removals and deaths have always exceeded the newcomers to his church. 
"Y-iith a grateful heart for all of G-od's mercies, and sm earnest prayer 
for the future prosperity of this mission which has been the object of 
Ms anxious care, the writer signs himself The retiring missionary, 

A.P. Anderson. Apl. 23rd 1883." (Anderson, p.9) 



The spring and summer of 1833 saw the residency of P-ev. Walter tiarvine 
of Connecticut who subsequently moved on to the diocese of Colorado. 
According to E.H. Clark this was on account of his Mfe's health (Clark, 
p.3) byt Rev. A.L. Parker says "the parishioners made it disagreeable 

for his wife..." (Anderson, p.ll) which amounts to the same thing. 



Between fall, 1883 and April 25, 1885 the Reverend Octavius Parker was 
presbyter. "Ee did excellent wrork, " noted his successor, the second 
Rev. Parker. "The present rectory was b\ailt by him out of the proceed 
^ of the sale of the Cornelius School property on the Butte and from the 
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,en being chiefly v/idov;s and at no time n-Jis it been free from diseensicn 



Consequently during the last tv.'enty years it xmis had eight ministers v.’hom 



i t has desi 



,ated 'Cranks* and v/hose combined tenure of office has been 



nine and one sixth years. Tne church was supplied by a lay reader 
[Professor 3.J. Eav/thorne of the Department of Philosophy of the Univer- 
sity who was presented with a handsomely bound Prayer Book and H 5 .'mnal 
as a slight testimonial from a grateful congregation (Clark, p.S)^ until 
my arrival Jan. loth, 1387. Prom my arrival till the organization of 
the parish Jxme 1st a conmittee insisted on controlling the rector and 
managing all church matters. Thej-y^ even v/ithheld the Canonical collec- 
tions until the bishop at his visitation of confirmation asked for their 
delivery." (Anderson, p.ll) 

Hev. Anderson had casually mentioned dissension in the church, althou^ 
he implied it was within and among tne congregation solely and that he 
had been successful as a peacemaker. It is interesting to note in this 
connection that Eev. Octavius Parker, v 7 ho has not left any word of his 
activities, upon leaving St. l\5ary's had volunteered to go one of the 
more isolated missions of the church at Anvik, Alaska. In 1838 he made 
report of his journey which has only recently been discovered in the 



Prancisco • • • to Anvik, Alaslca, taken at a time when a direct journey vrao 



of the Protestant Episcopal Church, v.34, a. 4, December 1955, p.33S) 



files of the churcii archives. 



(Parker, Octavius, Journey from San 



impractible (sic), (1388) edited by John E. Sunder, Historical Lla.-ga-zine 





A.L. Paricor , howovor, took the Btcriop at hio v;ori and ;;ot aown for hio 
succonsora tiio history of his service, ho corroctod errors inhov. 
Anderson's account, which had boon continued by V.'allin,^; , and, as wo have 
seen, added his own coarnants totaling; soveroil snore nai-~os of rsanuscript . 

His other ccrnr.ents on conditions as he found them are also of interest. 
"The first vestry was elected April 9, I860, froa this ties till 1S75 
a vestry was elected. But, strange to say, it was only a vestry in 
name since there was no parisii organisation, the church property regain- 
ing in the hands of the bishop solely. The ladies guild was organised 
Aug. 10th, 1860 and tlue records show tha-t it has always been a thorn in 
the flesh until Dec. 1st 1887 when on refusing to comply with its Cons- 
titution it Was disbanded by its Hector who was also ex officio president. 
Brom resolutions of vestry, passed January 14th, 1361, it appears that 
no stated salary was raised for the first missionary but a committee 
was appointed to endeavor to raise two hundred dollars yearly. But the 
minutes of 1862 shew (sic) that only one hurjired and twelve dollars was 
raised. At no time, in the history of this church, till the end of 1886 
has more tlian tv/o huiadred dollars been paid towards the clergyman's 
salary, at least all the records I have seen state this, and oftentimes 
it has been much less. The number of communicants varied from twelve to 
twenty- three , the maximum being for 1369." (Anderson, p.lO) 



"On June 1st 1887 this Church was organized for the first time into a 
parish and admitted as srxh to convocation. Bp. Morris deeded all the 
church property to a corporation knom as The Hector, Wardens, and Vestry 

of St. Mary's Parish, E^ogene City. Eor the first time in its history 
it became an -independent parish and received no outside aid. The old 
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School house - foncarly ou t;:s Coruc-lius property - has bser. pieced v-ed.;r 
tha sauo roof £is the Church and noatiy furni. ched. In feet - the narich 
"buildin??: is like a nesv "buildiixv^ having keen repainted outside and "dl.c 
whole interior rerradelled - new floor havin;-- hoen put down in 'the large 
room &c . The Church lias "been greatly improved. 

"The rector has resigned to accept St. Luke's Parish, British Col- 
umbia Diocese. Said resignation and acceptance are to come into effect 
June 6 th next. 



"Dated hay 8th 

18S8 ' (signed) A.L. Parker 

"P.S. Tiie above facts have been gleaned from various records but 
chiefly from the private record of the first missionary and the journals 
of tile Convocation. Twenty-one of which, for as rcany different years, 
have been collected & handed over to the vestry by the rector. 

A.L. Parker." (Anderson, p. 11-12) 

P.everend WiHiam Lund officiated at a few services betw'een Hev. Parker 
and Kev. Loveridge, who arrived May 1, 1889, simultaneously with the 
organization of Oregon as a Diocese. (Clark, p.4) 



The Sev. Daniel ^ward Loveridge, "the most beloved of all the rectors 
of St. Mary’s" (V«illianis, Irena Dunn, Reminiscences of early Eugene and 
Lane County Oregon. Eugene, n.p. 1941, p.27), was a presbyter from 1SS9 

to 1907 and during tiais time he personally built many of the sanctuary 
arh choir furnishings himself as he v;as very handy with tools. (St. 
tfary's Episcopal Church, Eugene Morning Dev;s, i.hy 3, 1935, p.n) 

"On Easter April 18, 1897 there were large congregations at all the 

services, the Knights Teivplar attending in a body In the evening. An 
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event of opecini Interoot . , i; .was tnc pro'jcntation of e. hand carved 
Wooden altar 'oy the rector to the congregation. I'nis alunr in prer-'antiy 
bein,-^ used at St. hathev/’s liission, hu£;ene. (Clark, p.4) 

“In the sprint<; of 1389, the first ^Young People's Society of Christian 
Sndoavorj in connection with the Church of Oregon and probably on the 
Pacific Coast, was organized in St. l.tary's Church, Pugene, \'/ith about 
eighteen ineiabers. Miss Anna Underwood, now teacher in Tacom, was leader 
in tile organization. !piis society has at present about thirty or thirty- 
five active aenibers, and about half that rrany associate ciembers, and is 
doing very effective v/ork. It has been an instrument for great good 
to the parish ever since its organization. 

"There is also connected with the parish a Junior Society conducted 
by Miss Mabel Straignt waich was organized in the fall of 1892. This 
society is also producing good results." (Oregon Churchman, v.7, Fom’th 
Series, n.72, February 1895, p.1-2) 

A Missionary Convocation in Albany, October 21, 1891 featixred an address 
by Rev. Loveridge "upon the youth, unchangeableness and quietness and 
stability of the Episcopal Church in the United States, teaching, guid- 
ing and controlling true religious thought, in spite of all that can be 
said t.0 the contrary. Pointing the way and so well and quietly that 
other bodies are actually following her lead, particularly in public 
worship and decoration of churches and ecclesiastical architecture. 

tne speaicer could remsrnber in his ovm lifetime of tne ci'ianges which 
had taken place in these matters in the religious bodies around us, 
proved his well put and truthful statements." 

Series Four, n.37, November 1891, p.3) 

£7 7 9 



(Oregon Chirrchman, v.3. 




C-ler.'.vood near E\\:;er 



here he died I'lcvenher 12 , 1908 at •tii.c aije of 0'^: 







one years previous in St. John's Church, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. (Clark, 
p.4) hiss Sharpies was also influential in the gift of an oalc Daptisroal 
font to St. hary's by the Sunday School of the Church of G'or Savior, • 
est Philadelphia, in 1874 or 1875. (Clark, p.S) 

The other najor event of Rev. Loveridge's tenure was the building of the 
ne^7 cnurch at the corner of 7th and Olive. The cornerstone v/as laid Lhy 
51, 1899 with full lla sonic ritual. Judge Cleland, Grandmaster of the 
State of Oregon, presiding. On December 10, 1899 the Bishop consecrated 
the new building. (Clark, p.4) The new cliurch was "made possible by the 
generosity of tlrs. Hanchett, wife of Dr. Hanchett, the tovai's first 
physician." (Moore, Lucia , The story of Eugene, h.Y. Stratford, 1949, 

p .33) 

P.everend Johnston McCornac , St. Mary’s first resident rector, died in 
Portland in 1907 at the age of 82. (St. Mnry's Episcopal Church, Eugene 
Morning Eews, May 3, 1936, p.ll) 

The growth of tne cnurch, which culminated in the new building, did not 
abate but continued to grow as Eugene (no longer Eugene City) grew in 




population. In 1933 a new church, larger than the old, was built and 
consecrated on the comer of 13 th and Pearl. But the congregation kept 
growing and in the fifties St. Mary’s began to build smaller subordinate 











"It has heen the policy these last ten years to establish parochial mis- 
sions. One of the purposes has been to reduce the load on the physical 



for all parish activities. However the establishing of missions has not 
accoriplished this particular result. We have more communicants in St. 



and Vestry still worked on this premise and purchased a three acre site 
at 3Sth and Eilyard Streets for the purpose of. starting a nev/ mission 
in South 3ugene. 

"With the grov7th of the city and the grov.'th of the parish and an 
increase in tlie number of attendants at services, we are grow'ing beyond 
the limitations of this plant, and that lack of space is i ni^0cixii^ oxu* 
progress. 

"V/e must give serious considera.tion to the possibility of acquiring 
a nev/ site and developing an adequate complex of buildings for the future 
life of our Church in the University Comrnuni ty. " (St. iiary' s Episcopal 
Church, Eugene, Annual Report, 1962, Rector's report) 

In April 1964 the ner/ Church of the Resurrection was organized ard soon 
after land was purchased at Warren Road and Hailey Hill Road in antici- 



plant here at St. idary’s to the point where there would be adequate space 



kary's now than when the first mission was started. In '1962 the Rector 
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pntion of futuro noeds in the west part of ifif'ene. On tho firot of Janjuiry 
1965 the Ch'orch of the Resurrection also Isecarr.e a Diocesan Mic-sion. (St. 
Mary’s R;iiscopal Church, Bigene, imnual Reports) 

Althoijo'h all of tl'.ese problems still exist, and perhaps exist in greater 
;.uabers, the rector's earlier call for a nev; physical plant to replace 
St. Mary's has not yet been answered, nor has a new mission grown on the 
bailey Hill propertyo The church is novr at a crossroads between consoli'* 
cation and growth or lateral expansion and growth. But V7hile they wait 
for the decision as to the best course, and wait for the financing no . 
uiatter which course they choose, the growth is going on still. 
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iJ'PElDIX 



Eectors of St. iiary*£ 



1853 




John 0 to n Me Cor rrac 


1 


April 


1370 


1S70 


April 


Daniel McManus 




June 


1370 


1874 


1 January 


James S. Hammond 




April 


1375 


1878 


Spring 


Lemuel E. Wells 




Spring 


1379 


1879 


tlay 


David J. Ih Donald 




October 


1379 


1680 


1 February 


A. Peyton Anderson 


23 


April 


1333 


1833 


liay 


'"alter tlarvine 




September 


1835 


1883 


October 


Oc tavi us Parker 


26 


Apri 1 


1885 


1887 


16 January 


A . L . Parker 


6 


June 


1888 


1888 


June 


7/i lliam E . Lund 




Apri 1 


1889 


1889 


1 liay 


Daniel ldv7ard Loveridge 




June 


1907 


1907 


1 July 


Philip Kemp Hammond 


15 


Iferch 


1914 


1914 


13 llarcb. 


Edmund Trew Simpson 


1 


September 


1915 


1915 


Oc tober 


Alfred Wilson Griffin 


11 


September 


1916 


1916 


17 September 


Edward Huntington Clark 


25 


December 


1916 


1918 


1 March. 


Frederick George Jennings 


1 


September 


1930 


1930 


September 


Howard Eussell White 


. 15 


September 


1939 


1939 


15 September 


Ernest Eartlam 






M953 


1953 


1 LJay 


Perry Smith 


5 


August 


1957 


1957 


28 October 


Osmund Steen Whi teside 


1 


A-ugust 


1963 


1964 


20 January 


Don B. Walster 
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bontral Lutheran Church, Sujonc, Croton — h Victory 
Part I: Xorv/o^-ian XisGionarieG in Oro^on 



Central Lutheran 
Norv;c^ians in 1904 as 
tile h’orv/e-;ian Synod of 



Church, Sugene, Oregon began ito ;r.inistry to Lugene 
the Trinity Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Lutheran Church in /unerica. Both ito local hist- 



ory and its record’s keening practices reflect iti 






brancii of tiie Lutheran church in ikr.erica* 

The Lutheran faith was brought to Airiorica by several ethnic groups, each 
one changing its expression of the basic faith to fit into its respective 
national origins. Today elements of German, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, and 
Finnish branches still exist in the present synods. 

The organization of the Lutheran church in America into Synods began in 
the 1700’s. These synods were formal groupings of churches from compatible 
ethnic backgrounds, holding the same beliefs and engaging in similar religi- 
ous practices. As such, the synod was and still is perhaps more of a "Spiri- 
tually unif^^ing" and advisory body than a dictatorial governing body. In the 
Norwegian synods, even today, the synod and the next smaller unit, the distric 
stand as certifying and advisory organs. Their standards for record keeping 
are merely suggested, not imposed on member congregations. As a result, rec- 
ords of Norwegian churches are not always carefully kept, maicing historical 
searches difficult. 

In order to fully understand the development of Central Lutheran Church, 
a brief overviev/ of the development of the Norwegian branch of the Lutheran 
church and a survey of its activities in Oregon prior to 1904 is necessary. 



From. 1800 to 1320 Lutherans began to move into the Nidv/est in substantial 



Acco:.'pn:r-in.i: thic ■::ovc;;‘.on';: .voro the cc.^;;l‘iclzcxt±o'L\ .jroc^jc::: c^nd tl:o 

2 

li jerci:l'::Ln.A i::riuo:'icoG of othor As c result, t!.e vorlouc 

jroUj^G bor;ai: to /jroDp tor;othci‘ into cynods. iy lc20 th-ro oovoral 

r.:ajo.r cl'.urch bodice coir.poscd; of G-^voi'a! eyneds each. l:y 1850 ”‘0ho tv;o r.-.o:jt 

pro.T.inLu:t Lutheran church bodice in Ai^.crica wore the General Sy..od of tnc . 

LVar.yolical Lutheran Church and the German IVan^olical Lutheran Synod of I'ic- 

3 

souri, Onxo, and Other States . The General Synod concistea of roprccGnta- 



tives of a ’’relatively v/ealv confeasional point of view co:auonly known 



t ; 






can Lutheranism* . ” Ihe Norwe^'ians viewed this wins with suspicion and in turn 
they learned more heavily toward the conservative and orthadon German based 
Missouri synod. The third major synodical sroup was the General Council, or^’O-n- 

_ D 

izod around a. more reformed confessional doctrine based on the Moh of Concora. 

The missionary movement to Oregon began In the 1370*3, at a time when tr.ese 
conferences v/ere reorganizing and redefining their members-:ips. Because of triis 
lack of real unity at home, the early mission efforts in Oregon were generally^ 
disappointing and conflict ridden. Represkctatives of all the major and some 
minor branches of Lutheranism made their way to Oregon after/o70 when the Luth- 
eran comj 2 uiaity was large enough to warrent their interest. The Germans and 
Senadinavians began to come to Oregon in substantial numbers in the 1350*s. 

The German community grew rapidly from ra.ni-:ing fourth sarong the forcing born 

6 _ 

in Oregon in 1850 to second in I860 and first in 13S0. in contrast, the Scan- 
dinavian community grew rather slowly at first with 43 Iforwegians in I860, 76 

7 

in 1870 and 2,271 in 1890. The Sca 2 :idinaviaiis coj-j-e to work in the logging 
can-ps and the mines and fisheries, the Germans ca 2 r;e to farm. 

Because of the greater number of Germans in the 1870*3, the Missouri Synod 
began its work earlier and grew stronger than the other Lutheran groups. The 
real strength in the Norwegian efforts, which began in the late lS70*s, did not 
come uiitil the lS90*s when there were enough Norwegians to orgai^ise . into last- 
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Tho oTyort:.* ij-i Cvoyon w^ro rc-v? j:.;cyt \yj 

joliortl Luthora?i ;‘:y:iod o:::d the horv;.vyicin Synod 
yian v/ac crjanii^ed October 3-7. IS 53. orhicially it v;aG calloc: tiro 



5*.'.o horv;o— 



h'orwoyir.n Ii>/anG^ldcal Lutheran Church, inore con:r.or.ly it v/as ref erred to aa 



, o 

Norv/cyian Syiioa. 



AlthiOUGh Scandinavianc were known to enist in Oregon, the iirct eiiorts 
to or^”anize zhcri\ into Lutheran churches '.vere not by the r-.orv/eyiaii Synods. 



The earliest active Lutheran niesienai'y activities in Orc^^on v/ere the two 

9 



failing Gerr/.an efforts in 1864 and 1867. In 1867 the General Synod sent a 
Pev. L. I-:eyers to Portland on business. liibetv/eon business en^iayor.ents, he 
established a Gernian Lutheran church. In 1369 the rr.inistry to these people 
was talcon over by Pev. Sprecker, who helped encoura2;e the buildiny of the 
first Lutheran church building in the state of Oregon. This congregation 



soon fell apart, but the building was used by other congregations before it 

10 



was sold for a warehouse in 1375, 

During the tiir:e that Pev. Moyers served the congregation in Portland, 
he had occasion to correspond with a Rev. A.S. Fredrichsen, then a pastor in 
the Midwest. In 1871 Rev. Fredrichson ca)::e to Portland. This ge-ntleri^an v/as 
one of the real characters in the early Oregon mission field. Born and edu- 
Ccted in Norway, he came to America to become a Norwegian SyTicd Pastor. Being 



an excellent businessman and a notably colorful but ‘^Sloppy" minister gained 

1 1 



him fame as the ^Leathorbreeches minister” • but turned the Norwegian church 

against him. There"^ fore, at age 60, he grasped tiie opportunity to escape 

to Oregon. Once in Portland he set about organizing the Scandinavians and 

the remaining Gormans from Moyer’s cnurch into a unaiiea congregation. izs 

first business meeting v/as held on April 19, 1871 a.nd the churen v;as officially 

incorporated on June 9, 1871 as the Sca.ndinavian Svangelical Lutheran Church 

12 



of Portland, Oregon. Thus the first missionar?/ efforts of the Norwegians 
were carried out by an outcast from their ranivs who car/:© to represent the 
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Mssouri 


Synod ::.s 


Frcdrich* 


sorMs c:iu 


a church 


, building 


Frodrich 


sen Incou 


clcs to 


the Norwo 


Astoria, 


Tacoma, 


English. 


1 3 



r.ol.cc.o'::, I'.i Cyite o;’ xt.c rr.i;:od conj-'cci-tix;-;, 
lold to-otdoi- lor;;,' cr.ou"h foi' hir. to it 

inds- Vn r.dd'j 'I'/* n n i:n 






K:2,r.y con:"ro:"ationc in 



to tnOhi in German, :rorv;o;;;ian, or 



?:ov/ever, by ISSl the Portland congregation had nearly disoolvod on account 
of ethnic and doctrinal disputes a^nd Fredrichsen* s health was failing ro.pidl:/. 
Left alone after the Norwegians turned their bachs on hirr. , Frcdrichsen recdily 
responded to the friendship of the new Missouri Synod Missionary for Orogon, 
Edward Doering. Doering ministered to Fredricr.sen until his death in lS3E, at 
which time Fredrichsen willed his church and property to the Missouri Synod 
mission. This caused bitter feelings among the Norwegians in Portland. Sdivard 
Doering ministered to German Lutherans in Oregon for 40 years. One of the last 
churches he helped establish v/as Grace Lutheran of Eugene, where he preached 
off and on from 1906 to 1918 v/hen their first pastor came. 

Because the German efforts were limited to organizing Germans into cong- 
regations, the German Lutheran chujrches grew quickly and becam-e strong ethnic 
and religious units. The Norwegian did not have tliis unity in their churches 
because the early Norwegian pastors also served Danish and Swedishpeoplo as' 
well. Because of the mixed Scandinavian compositions of their congregations 
and bocavUse of the fact that they were so far from synodical direction, past- 
oral neglect and congregational apethy were common threats to religious unity. 

The first strong Norwegian efforts began when the Norwegian Synod sent 
Hev. Pasmus Bull to Portland in 1881. He served the embittered Scandinavians 
from Fredrichsen* s church until 1383. In 1885 tho synod sent Rev. H. Sngh. 

Engh blamed.. the lack of a feeling of national origin among Norwegians in 
Oregon for the difficulties his predece..;sors had faced in establishing a perm- 
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aiiout ?:o;'ro. ;ian co:ij,;;r oration in Oregon. iuih alao hnd to livoci v;itn tic 
Ox tho diG.’utec of tho i:j70*c froj}: in tho aindo of iio noetic. ic 



o t:io v;or.: of iov 



only l:‘s 


tod t;.o yo^.rs 


and was lollowou by 


Rev. Joh. 


* •* u n 


prior 


to CiiO Ox.».0i. i/S Oa 


,ull and E: 


Laurit'j; 


A.K. Carlson, 


Norwcgicin Synod pas 


tor sent 


to ;r.oot 


with a group 


01 “church- mi lid e d * ’ 


?:orv/egian: 



dissatisfied with the work of jrodrichsGn. Carlson ur*;:ed thoa to join with 
con^ronations in Centerville and Seattle in issuing a call for a mission pas- 
tor to serve all three small groups. Just before Christrr.c\s 1876, pastor 
r^mile Christensen and family ai'rived in Portlo\nd. He worked in the Portland 
church and then moved to Astoria and then on to Idaiio in 1378. Pev. Christian 
Jorgensen took over Christensen's Oregon missions and served groups in v/estern 
Oregon, V/ashiiigton, and Canada until 1393. 

In 1SS5 the Conference of the ICorv/agian-Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
began its work in Oregon. Their first missionary, the Rev.H.G. Nilson, reported 
the failures of Rev. Carlson and others of the Norv/egian Synod. After noticing 
the unnecessary number of small Norwegian churches of different synods in sev- 
eral areas of the Pacific Northwest, he suggested mergers of all smadll groups 
in a locality into one unified church. As a result, unified congregations v;ere 
organised in Portland, Tacoma, and Seattle, but none had regular paistors. 3y 
1890 the church in Portland had 40 people and its own pastor, the Rev. Peder 
Tangjercd. 

The Norwegian synod came to life again in the 1390's after experiencing 

difficulties in the face of the strong missionary efforts of the Norwegian- 

Danish synod. The most important church to come out of these renewed efforts 

was the Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Silverton, established 

on October 29, 1893. This church was to become one of the key churches' for 
17 

the s 2 /nod. The fourth pastor of the Silverton chut'ch v/as tho Rev. E.C. 
Reinertson. Rev.Reinertson was the pastor called to preach the first Norwegian 
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Lutho^'c.Ui cci'vico in Eu^;cnc in 1004. Out oi thic ;:ro\v what ic nov.' Central 
Lutheran C:iurch, Luounc. 

Coi\3±dcx'±ni; the difficulties the Norv;c^ians had in estahlishinL any 7^ora- 
anent churches in Ovo.^on, it is not so curpricin^ uhat they did not reach 
l^uccno until after the turn of the century. At that, Central Lutheran is the 
oldest Luth.eran church in Eugene. 
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Part II: Local ;-;ictory 
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The firat of Central Lutheran Church v/as held on Cunday, Sonter.ber 

24, 1004 at the Iior.c of :•>, M. L. Hollo, who lived on a farr-: at the foot of Kelly 
Butte, Xr. Hollo v;ac: the first treasurer and the Hev. J.C, Heinertcon, pastor 
of the Silverton Lutheran Church served as secretary for the r/ieetin^;. At this 
first meeting. Rev. Reinortson was asked to preach one service a month in 2ug- 
ene, and the congregation was given the name Trinity'- ScandiUervian Hvangolical 
Church* A constitution v/ritten in Norwegian v/as adopted and signed oy nine 
chc.rtor members. An auditor, and legal advisor were also appointed. 

The first services were held at the Nairmont Presbyterian Church for a 
fee of $1.00 per time if attendance was good. Later services were held in the 
Eugene Odd Fellows hall, rent free. 

In 1905, on the suggestion of Hr. Laurits Olson, the congregation begaia to 
loolc for property in the Fairinount area of Eugene. In that sar/ie year the 
Board of Deacons of the congregation extended an official call to Pastor Rein- 
er tson to serve Trinity for $125 a year including expenses. For ttiis fee ho 
traveled from Silverton to preach to Trinity and its sister church, Spencer 
Creek Lutheran until 1907. 

th 

The use of the old Cumberle.nd Presbyterian church at 6 and Fes.rl was ac- 
quired :* .1 1906 for a fee of $1.00 per Sunday. This building was the oldest 
church building in Eugene, having been erected in 1S57 by the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church on land donated to the church by John Gillis23ie who had purch^* s- 
ed it from the county commissioners for $5.00. In 1907 Trinity Lutheran bought 
this building for $2,700.^ 

The refitting of the "new” church v/as paid for through the early years by 
the Ladies Aid, first organized on September 26, 1904 at the home of Hrs. Gei- 
gette Winther. Each member naid dues of IO 0 per meeting wliich wont into the 






MA. A,r\ 



gette Winther 
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‘i'hio ^rouio hold 11 ;',;oot:l ■.i.'.;.':: bodoao od tho ;..ovoc 

cv.ay. Ir.co r. oaoir. ;i v/ao :icld. o':i July 2S, 1C05. lev. rioiaov’toor: revived 

ohe Aid I'.i a ■.v.ootins on Ma^/ 21, 1006, ai th.o i-..'vao of Arc. Inyobor.'' ;:o;.:a. On 

Kew I'ear'o 5'ne 1906, tho Aid hold tl'iO firat of itc aai'.y fund r-aisiny bonefita, 

2 

a aalo of "fancy a.i^ticlea" which broueht in f.116. 

Tno fii'st resident pastor, aev. M.P. Do:v.:;-.ca''snas accepted the c^dl ■to 'fri- 
nity .in 1907. He iiad been educated at Horthficld Ser.'.inary i’l Minnesota o,r.d at 
AUoSbui'O College, MinneaiDolis , The coiiiin" of Hev. Doaaorsnas v/as no doubt a 
very eucitinc moment for the new little church, but before the loastor ca.v.e, 
livins quarters had to be arranged for liim. Since the church couldn't afford 
a parsonage, the church "parlours" were made into living quarters. The Ladies 
A.id contributed 11200 forpaint and materials. 

Hev. Dommersnas preached his first sermon on July 7, 1907. The church 

was de-dicated and he was formally installed in October of that year. He served 



until 1911 v;hen he went to serve a congregati-on at Bonner's Ferry, Idaho, 



The building of living quarters for the pastor was the first improvement 
made in the church building. Soon after Hev. Domm.-rsnas .arriVGd, the congrega- 
tion decided that more church pews v/er'e needed. Although some members feared 
spending too much money on improvements so soon, the Ladies. Aid agreed to pur- 
chase for S20 some benches from the Nickelodium show house which v;as being re- 
medied at the time. A i-lr. Finson from a local, planing mill made all the pews 
to match for a cost of -^00 and the congregation varnished them. Hot long 
after the pev/s were installed, the Ladies Aid purchased a reed organ and later 
on added some light fixtures (for from the Elks Lodge v.diich was also being 

remedied at that time. 

A 

On February 11, 1911 the congregation sent a letter of call to pastor H. 
Fogen of San Francisco. Rev. Rogen accepted the call to serve Trinity and 
Spencer Creek Lutheran for S450 a year. Apparently Pastor Rogen v/as handy with 
tools, because during his stay he built a ceiling in the church parlors, a back 
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'.'‘Oi'cii, :.\\d a atudy room out of inotorialo provided by the Ladica Aid. Mro. 

on*G fatlior built a cloact for the "parco^ia^iC’' v.hich v/as /jiven to tho c/iu.rcl: 

v.'hcr. tiiov loft and v/aauGed for choir robes, Rev. Ro,<;;;en announced hie reaicna- 

t h 

tion at a diraier konoriiip; the 10 anniversary of the Ladies Aid in 1017, From 

Fugone ho went to serve several small congre^jatlons in the V/oodburn area. 

The year 1917 was an important one in synod history for in that year the 

I\orv,'o.^:;ian Synod, the Haute's Synod, and the United Norwe^^ian Church combined 

to form the Norwegian Lutheran Church. This merger was complicated by a major 

controversy which sav/ all but 13 of the 986 Norv/egian Synod pastors withdraw 

from the old Norwogiem Synod to join with the other groups mentioned above to 

3 

form the Norwegian Lutheran Church. No mention is made of the effect of this 

me^'ger controversy on Trinity church, All that is known for certain is that it. 

went with the majority and joined the N.L.C. 

The problem Trinity faced in 1917 was that of calling a new pastor. Rev. 

K.O. Storli began his services at Trinity on September 3, 1917, after being 

installed by Rev. Rogen. Under che leadership of Storli,. many changes were 

made. Most obvious was the beginning of English services. For several years 

after that two services v/ere held each Sunday, English and Norwegian. The 

congregation also adopted a resolution to translate the church constitution 

from NorwegicUi to English. These moves coincided with the general shift away 

from German in the Missouri Synod churches as a result of social pressures 

4 

accompanying the First World Y/ar. 

The nev/ 1917 constitution provided for a church council instead of a 

Board of Trustees and Deacons, allowed only the males to vote in congregational 

meetings, and changed the name of the church (by dropping the ^‘Scandinavian’* ) 

to Trinity Evangelical ’ Lutheran Church. This v/as probably in response to a 

trend begun v;ithin the church (on the synod level) from 1910 on to eliminate 
5' 

ethnic emphases. 

The church building did not escape improvement during Storli ‘s ministry 



oit/ior. ?>100 wnc ^ivcn for a puli^it by a Krs. ScvG:r-son, and v;ac built by y.J. 
Scrn. At the tirro tho new pulpit v/as set up, the church was carpeted ar.d the 
altr.r covered and painted. 

In 1022 the church :;ave up the financial aid of the riiir.cion board to 
self supporting. Rev. Storli retired in the sarne year and died soon after, on 
April 13, 1022. 

On July 9, 1922 Rev. Overt Skilbred became the new pastor. He stayed un- 
til 1925. In 1923 a nev/ parsonage was built, next to the church at 2^i2 E. 
Street. It was financed in good part by the Ladies Aid which pledged and earn- 
ed SI 000 through bailed goods sales and chicken dinners. Also during Rev. Skil- 
bred ministry a new organ v/as purchased and Norwegian services were finally 
discontinued. In 1925 Trinity Lutheran had 300 menbers. 

From June 1925 on through 1926 Trinity v/arfserved by an interim pastor, the 
Rev.J.O. Haugen, retired. During this period the Rev. P. J. Luvaas from Coeur 
d* Alone, Idaho v/as granted a three month leave of absence to come to Eugene. 

Ke proceeded to arrange a merger of Trinity with the Eugene Lutheran Church. 

Out of this merger came a new name for Trinity: Central Lutheran Church of Eug- 
ene. The constitution drawn up* at that time remained nearly the same until the 
1950*s. However, this merger did not come easily. As a result of the merger, 
a group of persons split off and met in the YWCA bungelo under the leadership 

of Professor E. Thorstenberg on October 6, 1926 and formed United Lutheran 
6 

Church of Eugene. The following news note appeared in the September 1926 issue 
of T^he Pacific Lutheran, the official organ of the Pacific Synod of the ULCA, 
in connection vvith a report of a meeting of the Home Mission Council consisting 
of members of the ULCA and the NLC: 

\j 

It was reported that the tv/o English Lutheran churches of Eugene, 

Oregon, which had been holding services one block apart had agreed to 
merge into one congregation v/ith membership in the American Associa- 
tion of the K.L. C.A. A protest against this action v/as filed by a 
minority faction, tut the Home Mission Council urged that they be 
encouraged in evePJiyV/ay to become reconciled and united with the mer- 
ged congregation. 
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oi‘ the ilouc iJiosion Council v;cnt unheeded and United Luthoran v;ac 
or;;ani:-:od. ;\'e\va of the official acceptance of tiie split-off church v/ao repor- 
ted in tiic February 1927 issue of the Pacific Luthera?i under notes of actions 
th 

trd‘.e * by th.e 27 Annual Convention of the Pacific Synod of the ULCA. This 
issue was certainly one of the most tense the church ever faced. It v/as left 
to rest for a xev/ years aiid then in the 1940*s efforts wore be^^un to reunite 
Central and United Lutheran Churches, but with no luck. 

On February 6, 1927 the Kev. B.H. Branford from Pice Laite, V/ioconsin began 
his ministry v;ith the newly formed Central Lutheran Church. Ke v;as formally 
installed on February 13, 1927 and left Central in 1929 to accept a call to 
Hoople, rrorth Daivota. 

In 1929 the Rev. P.J. Luvaas, formulator of the 1926 merger acceptd the 
call to serve at Central. He served for 12 difficult years through the depres- 
sion when church activities were often inhibited. However, organizations like 
the Ladies Aid continued to function . One year the Aid made §128 off of a 
dinner which served 1200 people. Rev. Luvaas served until 1941, but few re- 
cords of the church ?s .activities exist until 1941 v/hen information on the re- 
signation of Rev. Luvaas is noted. 

The Annual Report of 1941 reported that at the firs*; congregational meet- 
ing of 1941, on January3, Rev. Foss, district president read a letter of resig- 
nation from Pastor Luvaas. At a meeting on January.'‘24, Rev. Foss recommended 
that the congregation call the Rev. Emil Brynestead, On Feb. 7 the congregation 
moved to offer Rev. Brynstead §1 ,800, hov;ever he soon returned the call. At 
the end of February Rev. Foss recommended, the call of Candidate Harold Aalbue, 
a student at Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota. Ke was offered 
$1,500 plus parsonage and he accepted. Pastor Aalbue and his bride Betty ar- 

e> 

rived in Eugene on July 3, 1941, and he v/as installed on July 13, by Hev. Foss. 

During the period before Pastor Aalbue arrived, Pev. B.M. Branford again 
served as interim pastor. Also during tliis period, in February, it v/as decided 
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to purchase land lov a nev/ church on the southwest corner of 14^^ and i:ill 

otreo'cs. Also durln/j this interijr. period the issue of riier^oT v,ith United 

Lutiieran can:e up a/;ain. Several meetings were held between the two, but the 

issue finally died. The fact that both churches were without regular pastors 

during the time of those talks did not help matters. 

At a meeting on June 29, 1942 the building committee reported to the cou- 
th 

grogation tliat it felt the 14^ and Mill property was too small and not v/ell 
enough located for a now church. The congregation then voted not to build on 
that site, and in September it was decided to sell the property for not less 
than $1,300. This same September meeting brought the followang matter before 

the people: "Motion made and seconded that Mr. go to the city hall and 

see if he can get permission to poison or get rid of birds in church tower. 

Carried. " 

Also in 1942 the church council was divided back into a Board of Deacons 
and a Board of Trustees. This change had not been made when the constitution 
was rewritten in 1941. 

1943 marks the beginning of more order in the church office, if the con- 
dition of the official records are proof enough. At this time the old Norwe- 
gian Parish Record Book was put away and a new Book (in English) was begun. 
From this point on, membership statistics in the annucil reports are quite 
complete. 

The Ladies Aid pitched in to buy a badly needed furnace for the church 
in 1943, and also organized a Builder *s Club to begin raising funds for a nev/ 
church. 

In nearly all accounts the year 1944 marks the beginning of a new phase 

in the life of Central Lutheran. The old Cumberland church building was in 

need of enlarging and repair and so thoughts naturally turned to plans for a 

th 

nevv building. This was also the 40 anniversary year of the church — a per- 

th 

feet time to begin plans for a new church. September 26, 1944 was ihe 40 

>f7 



AnnivcrGMW of tho church and on that da;/ tho Buildin.;^ Fund v/as bc^n 




>\t a cpccial r.:oetin{; on February 27, the conQrezo.tlon affirmed the Board of 

th 

Trustees purciiaso on February 14, of the property at 18 and Potter for 

th 

$2,500. In July the property at 14 and Kill was sold for $1,800. 



In 1945 plans to negotiate with an architect v/ere begun. At a special 
meeting on Kay 6, negotiations with arcliitect Pietro Eelluschi of Portland 
for the designing of a church and Parish house not to exceed $75,000 were 
approved. On May 8 the contract v/as signed vn.th Eelluschi. By the end of 
1945 the building fund had reached a total (including pledges) of $28,291.48. 

In November preliminary floor plans for the new buildings were approved by 
the congregation. 

During 1946 the building fund grew while .the congregation focused its 
attention on home mission efforts, A definite need was seen for a Springfield 
mission church, and in July Pastor Asilbue, with synodical authorization, began 
to preach services to the Lutherans in the Springfield Playmore Theater. / 

Finally on September 15, 1946 Springfield Lutheran Church v/as officially or- 
ganized as a daughter congregation of Central. The first resident pastor, Hev. 

Sterling Simonson came at the end of September and 20 members of Central trans- 
ferred to the nev.' church. 

At a special meeting on November 24, 1946 the congregation voted to buy, 
build, or rent a new parsonage, inspite of some uncertainties. Also, reluct- 
antly, $1,000 v/as spent on changes in the church and for a new paint job. The 
ps.rsonage was then remodeled for Sunday School use in order to accomodate the 
rise in attendance from 56 in 1942 to 200 in 1946. 

On December 29, 1946 the congregation voted to officially change the words 
Norwegian Lutheran Church in America to Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amorica 
in articles 4,5, and 9 of the constitution. This action was talcen to comply 
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\vit‘n official cynod docision to chan/:;G itc narr.o frorr. IfLCA to 

Unexpected financial difficulties iriode procpccts for buiidinr; in 1947 
seer: din^. However, in February of that year architect Helluschi did acrec 
to deGi^n free of charce a pa.rsonan;e to be built at 1857 Potter. The pastor *g 
annual report of 1947 stressed his hope that the building project could be be- 
gun in 1948. 

Hov.-ever, average attendance had incr'eased in 1947 and 62 iie’.v i;*;Gr:.bors had 
been received, which did cheer the church leaders. On January 13, 1947 the 
congregation approved a motion to invite Spencer Creek Lutheran to merge with 
Central, but no more v/as done about it until Spencer Creek refused the offer 
in 1948. 

At the Annual meeting in January 1948 final building plans were discussed 
and approved. Finally in April ground v/as broken for the parsonage. It was 
dedicated on September 12, 1948. In August ground was broken for the Parish 
Hall and Education Unit. Contractors Albert Vik and Son, long time church mem- 
bers were awarded the contract for 1574,000. 

Other aspects of church life Were not forgotten in the excitement over the 
nev/ buildings. In 1948 the will of Mrs. Erik (Rikka Hess) Johnson, ^ a -church mem- 
ber since 1908, provided money for the purchase of pipe organ. Worship services 
were broadca.st once a month over the radio. 

1949 brought plans for a second daughter congregation in the River Road 
area of Eugene. Work v/ith the Lutheran students on campus v/as increased, and 
the total member- ship rose to 610, with 34 new members. Pastor Aalbue con- 
tinued to preach at Spencer Creek every other Sunday at 9:00. However, by 
far the most exciting event of 1949 v/as the dedication of the Parish Hall and 
Education Unit on September 4, follov/ed by the dedication of the new pipe or- 
gan in Hovember. The activities of the entire church were moved to the new 

th 

building at this time and a sale for the old church and parsonage at 5 and 
Pearl v/as looked for. The only thing left v/as the building <if the Sanctuary, 

51 

41 
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and tl;o ncv; coMplcv: would bo 

At t}:o firiJt cori£;ror^at:i.onal rncctin/;; of 1 Q50 buildla^r; plane; for the r.an- 
ctu.ry wore diccUGCCd, although tho church realised that financin';; for thic 
buildiJiA; would not bo available for a year or two. Still, 1950 v;ac tho year 
of finoct growth at Central in its entire history to that point, and Spencer 
Creek had doubled its congregation. The total membership at Central was 702, 
'.vith 129 new members received that year. Pastor Aalbue had to preach every 
Sunday to the growing Spencer Creek church, which took wore and won of his 
tine away from Central. 

Finally at a special meeting on April 29, 1951 the first intern, kr. Smith 
was called to help Pastor Aalbuo handle the growing church. In Juno of 1951 
Our Redeemers Lutheran Church on River Road v/as finally organized. One Hund- 
red and 10 members of Central transferred. In July the Church and Parsonage at 
th 

6 and Pearl v/ere sold for $25,000. 

Central Lutheran began to face difficulties in 1952 when the large loss 
in membership to Our Redeemers resulted in a v/oal^ening of spirit among the 
members of the congregation. Then on November 11, 1952 the congregation deci- 
ded to borrow money to complete the sanctuary. Hov/ever, this loan for $75,000 
applied for through the Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance Corporation was denied. 
This set back tho building plans for the next yoar, but hopes were still high 
for success in 1954. 

In the meanv/hile. Intern Smith continued his work with the Lutheran Stu- 
dent Foundation on campus and the Men *3 Brotherhood began a boy scout troop. 
Other internal improvements included the addition of 90 books to the library. 
Membership by this time to.taled 654, 

At long last Spencer Creek Lutheran Church received its own resident 
pastor, the Rev. Gotlieb Schmitt, in June 1953. This freed Pastor Aalbue to 
v/ork full time for Central. In July the congregation voted acceptance of the 
final floor plans for the sanctuary. In September the second Intern, James 




so 





Aalbuc 



Lato in 1053 the nev;s came that the 1952 loan application for f75,00G hai 




25,000. V/ith the financial problems settled, the con^^ro<;;;ation decided to 



ahead v;ith plans for the sanctuary, At the annual meotin^ of January 18, 1954 



$100,000. Architect's plans by Pietro Belluschi were finished and the contract 
was av;ardod to Vik and Son and the Dirlam Heating Company. On Sunday Kay 16, 

1054 ground breal-iing ceremonies were held. Although final completion was slow- 
ed by a delay in the receipt of the glu-lai*n arches and the stained cathedrcil 

glass, the building was far enough along for the laying of the cornorstane on 
t *1 

the 50 " Anniversary of the congregation in September 1954. 

During 1954 the Board of Trustees also awarded contracts for pev/s, chancel 
furnishings and floor coverings. The altar rail, pulpit, font, candle-holders, 
and communion candle-holders were designed by Eoger Sogge of Portland. The 
music committee went over the plans for the choir balcony and placement of the / 



No doubt the biggest day in the history of Central Lutheran came on Jan- 
uary 30, 1955 when the completed sanctuary was dedicated. Its beauty of des- 
ign received photo and story coverage in Lif e ^ Architectural Record , the Luth- 
eran Hear aid , and other church magazines. Not long after the dedication the 
building furnishings committee authorized Mr. Roger Sogge to carve the beauti- 
ful crucifix v/riich now hangs above the altar. By spring of 1956 the outdoor 
landscaping was finished. 

Perhaps the new building did not bring in a lot of members, but the 
increased facilities it offered gave the congregation room to grow. 129 
no'/.' member s wore brought in in 1955, bringing the total baptised membership 
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to 706 
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wcvC ill part subsidized by Central, and in turn, Pastor V/ieg helped in the 
r;.ini.^.tcrial duties of Central. On April 7, 1957 a special rr.eeting v;as called 
to vote on an option to go in v/ith the LSF in purchasing property at 1825 
university Street (directly behing the church) for a Lutheran Student ca.’^:pus 
hiouse. Central contributed 5200 in earnest money, but then the LSF di..;covered 
that it could not own property jointly, so Central was given credit on its 5200 
toward low cost rent of the property for Sunday School use. 

At the Annual meeting of the congregation on Janucxry 27, 1958 a letter 
of resignation from Pastor Aalbuc was read. His resignation became effective 
i'lay 30, 1958 so that he could go to Hope Lutheran in Tacoma, V/ashington. A 
call committee was immediately organized to find a new pastor. On April 20, 

1958 a special meeting v/as called to discuss the calling of Pastor Olaf Ander- 
son, then pastor of Phinny Pidge Lutheran Church, Seattle, The call was then 
issued to Pastor Anderson, and after some negotiations, he accepted. He and > 

his family arrived September 9, 1958 and Pastor Anderson w:;s installed on 
September 7, 1958, 

During the remainder of 1958 no important happenings have been recorded. 

However, by the end of the year the total membership of the congregation had 
reached 997. A total of 152 new inambers ha.d been received in 1958. 

Certainly many improvements and changes in Central Lutheran occurred 
between 1958 and 1964, but the records for these years are spotty at best. 

Sometime before 1964, Pastor Dwight Doe had been called as assistant 
pastor. In 1 964 he resigned and his position v/<:s taken over by Pev. Stephen 
Swanson. Pastor Swanson v/orked v;ith youth groups and parish education* 1964 

can be distinguished for other reasons also. The largest niomber of nev; niem- 
bers ever, were received; 167. The total membership was up to 1035* This 
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v;as aljo tiio year that the or^an \Vc\g aolcl and arranGoiv.ontc i.ade to iiour^o a 
pipo from tho University of OrG£;on Kusic Department. Pastor Anderson 

filled an already busy schedule with an Svppointmcnt to serve as one of four 
p.astors ov: the Coir.'.cil of the American Lutheran Church. 

One important note of synodical history should be noted here. In IQCO 
t]:e American Lutheran Church (German synod), the United Evan/^elical Lutheran 
Chnirch, and tl:c Evangelical Lutheran Church (of which Central was a morbor) 
joined to^^other to form the American Lutheran Church. In 1962 the Lutheran 

9 

Free Church also joined, making ths a synod of several ethnic groups. 

Pastor Sv;anson resigned in 1965 to devote full time to his grc.duate stud- 
ies at the University of Oregon, In his place 2ric Ottum \/as called as Lay 
Assistant and Youth Director. The most obvious new venture of Central Luth- 
eran in 1965 was the beginning of its kusic and Art Festivals. These festiv- 
als provided a chance for religious works of art to be displayed. In 1966 the 
Festival included a production of an oritorio entitled Noye*s Fludde by Benja- 
mim Britton. In 1967 the Festival was again limited to displays of art. 

In 1966 plans were again made for additional building to add Sunday Sch- 
ool and library space to the existing Parish Hall Education Unit. In addition, 
the former parsonage was slightly remodeled to be of more use as the church 
office and class rooms as it had been used for several years. On March 17, 

1966 architect Leonard Frojen was given the go ahead to draw plans for the 
new addition. The plans were passed by the congregation on May 22. On August 
24 the contract was given to Arndt and Ehee and Son, contractors, vd.th the 
completion date set for January 1,1967, 

1966 also brought major changes in the staff, Eric Ottum was hired full 
time. On November 12, 1966 Pastor Anderson resigned. Soon after his resigna- 
tion was accepted, a committee was organized to meet with district officers 
to determine hov; to call a new pastor. On Decembei' 15, 1966 the congregation 
agreed to extend a call to Rov, Edward M. Butenshon of Portland to serve as 
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interim pactor and ho accepted. A call committee oi coven r.omborc v/ac tl’ion 
GcloctcG to do the travGlin<^ and interviov/irit'^ nee eccary to find an ap-'-'ropriato 
pa.itor. 

After long and careful search, it was finally decided to call the P.ov» 
Philip Natwick, then serving at Bethel Lutheran Church, Bncino, California. 

He and his family ai^rived June 1967. He v;as installed on June 13, 1967. 

From the time of his coming. Central Lutheran underwent remarkable changes. 

A new program of adult Bible classes called PACE vas begun and enthousiastically 
welcomed. Services to be broadcast every Sunday over the radio were proposed 
and later begun. And, the need of a second pastor was stressed. Ker.-b ex' ship 
rose to 1312 in 1967. 

In 1963 Central Lutheran took another step forward by calling a second 
pastor, Pev. E. Markquart. Membership had reached 1405 and is still growing. 

It is difficult to comment on the present, but it is obvious that Central 
Lutheran Church is growing in many v;ays and it most certainly has come a long 
way because of the efforts of its dedicated members. 
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Record ?[ecpinc Practices 



Central Lutheran Church: 



There is actually little record keeping history to tr:ce for this church 
because the Lutheran church as a whole is not organized on an episcopal basis 
which could result in official records keeping policies on a dioceses level 
being theoretically enforced in local congregations. In the constitutions for 
several of the Lutheran .Synods mention is made of what kinds of records should 
be kept, but no policies ai’e enforced on local congregations. In addition 
several archives have been established in the various branches of the Lutheran 
church for the purpose of preserving old church records for their importance as 
historical evidence. ”The major repository for the archives of the American 
Lutheran Church is located at Wartburg Theological Seminary. Also located at 
V/artburg Seminary are the records of the former American Lutheran Church and 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. Another repository is located at Luther 
Theological Seminary, St. Paul, I-linnesota, where the records of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Free Church are in safekeeping.”*^ The Norwe- 
gian- American Historical Association, Northfield, Minnesota also collects in 
its archives records relating to the activities of Norwegians in America. 

The earliest commentary on the value of keeping accurate church records 
for the Norv;egian Synod appeared in the 1851 constitution of the Synod, (see 

figure 1 ) This extended quotation comes from an article on ”The Historical 

2 

Value of Church Records” by J. Magnus Rohne. Some of Mr. Rohne's comments 

on the value of church records were included here to illustrate a few of the 

idec.s that have been expressed in print in the hopes of encouraging Norwegian 

Lutheran churches to keep their records more carefully. Mr. Ronne points out 

that those churches who fail to keep their valuable records are delinquent in 
3 

a public trust. 
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'J;io ^’orv;c^7it(n-A^.o .-ican i;i.';torioal Aacocia-uion bO;Van to collect I'orv;:- ’;ian 
recoele 1:: 1026. I;*. 1031 they Lool; a curvoy oi all 1‘orth /..eorican Luthoecr: 

uliUacra.a ia proparcitiona foi' colloctaox'i oO caurch X‘oco'ri\:Cm Hoy alco boycci 
to -ubliGh a journal, Aorv/orrian^ Aaorican Studies and jiecorcls, in wa.ich articloc 
on the value of record keeping frequently cqDyOc.rcd. ^ 

The Piorv/egian Synod did encouraye the keeping of records by distributing 
Parish record books. The Ministerialbog used at Central LuthercUi froi:: 1907 to 
19^3 is an e:<nir.ple of such a book. In' 1944 the Augsburg fhiblis .ing Mouse, a 
church oriented publishing house put out a nev; Pccord Book v/hich v/as rccorr.rr.ended 
by the S‘.*nod. In 1 044 Central Lutheran began using this forn for keeping its 
records. 



The introductory page of this record book, v/hich includes instructions 
for use, indiccites the follov/ing reasons for keeping parish records: 
a. To shov; good stewardship b. Biographical data is important to the person 
and the congregation c. Family records should be kept because the Lutheran 
church stresses family worship d. Communion records are a thermometer of the 
spiritual condition of the church e. They are important for evangelism 
f. They help keep track of migratory members g. They should be kept perman- 
ently h. They have historical value i. Government, Social Security, Insurance 
Companies, pension departments, etc. need such information j. This record 
book v/as prepared by the General Secretary of the Synod. 

The 1960 merger of the iTorv/egian and German synods may account for an in- 
creased synodical interest in record preservation since the German church v/as 
always more concerned vath record keeping. The American Lutheran Church emp- 
loys a chief and an a.ssistant anchivist, A 1966 report of the archivist indi- 
cated ho v;as making an attempt to develope good relationships with local con- 
gregations so that they will transfer their non-current, valuable records to 
the archives. Ke placed special emphasis on the importance of collecting and 



6b ^ 



6 



r r::r; tho pr:Lv:’,..c paporc of cijurch a.:d con v-ti : i::,! d o'jorio::: . 

:.rc.’ivo3 hr,vo alco boon deoi/jnacod a.j tl:o ro -o^.itory fo:* ol::, aocoado o: 

. . . , - . , . 5 

con j;ro,;atio2iO v;naca na'^c ai^Ocinuoa.” Action v;a.: tal:on by *chc vlaincl Gonoral 
Con\*oniCion of tno Ar.orican Lutheran Church in 1 QG3 to opocify yuidlincc for 
rccordo v/hich should be iiept perr^anen tly for transfer to the church archives.' 
Annual reports, constitutions, reports of special n: . ctin,;;;s, publications of 
t])o church, and dociui'.ents relatin/;^ to policy decisplons wore included, ho'.vcver, 
t;\e outstondin/j feature of this section of the by-lav/s is the word ‘’should^*. 

In no place docs it that records n:ust be transferred to the archives. This 

r.a;* be th;e reason why there is little knowledge or concern with the archives 
in ti;c local c ongregation. 

In keeping its membership records Central Luthei'an Church has followed 

Synod guidTines by using the Kinisterialbog and the Parish Record Book. Other 

more recent forms have been used as more efficient means of keeping information 

most often used by the church in its daily activities. 

One of the early constitutions of Trinity LutheranChiu'ch, modeled on the 

I'lLCA proposed constitution for congregations, indicates that the Financial 

Secretary shall keep a record of all offerings. The Secretary was to ”keep a 

record of the meetings and preserve the archives of the congx'egati m. ” 

The present constitution of Central Lutheran Church states that the 5ec- 

retcjry shall keep a complete roll of all members. The Treasurer shall keep 

accurate ledgers, which may be compiled by the paid church secretary or some 

other person on the staff. ”The Pastor shall be responsible for the keeping 

of an accurate record of all ministerial acts. Such record shall be current, 

7 

complete, legible, 2 Dermanent and remain the property of the congregation. ” 

Ko doubt such records would be kept even if they were not mentioned in the 
constitution. In this case the consititution is considered as giving a good 
suggestion, not laying down a law for record keeping. 
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roco?\ia in Central Lutneraii O'lurch in iC37 arcoru in,; zo tno 

**i::tericai T^ccord.-. Survey oi that year included Tour “oocroe^.ry ’ c r-ool.e” ICOi- 
i;'v37, v.iiich I could not locate; one '‘;‘iiuLator ' a l OOd-1037, '.i-.ich i:: the 

! .ir.ictorialbor; c:i I did locate; ci:-: boo .o oi secretary * a record.:; of the 

Sunday cchool lOOb-1037; and one Troaourer’a book containing; financial records 



director?/ of Mor*:borG, 1923, compiled by paetor Overt Skilbrod, v.iilch v;ac men- 
tioned in the survey. 

For this study I concentrated on me’:!)bcrship and sacramental records, v.cid 
did not attempt to consider Sunday School records which are kept separately 
or daily business records. Thus the focus of the records studied is on the 
adult member. Children are only mentioned in a few places outside of the Sun- 
day School records. 

Tiic main interest in this church seems to be in current records. There- 
fore few older ones still exist. The oldest records still existing appear in 
the riinisterieJlbogy This one book is divided into sections covering baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, funerals, communion attendance, membership, a dally 
journal, and a section probably for additional notes. The main problem faced 
in studying this series is that it is written in Norwegian. All the headings 
are in Norwegian and the entries are in Norwegian untii 1927 when some English 
is introduced. By 1930 all the entries are definitel?/ in English. Hov/ever, 
there is no wa.y to be certain for the early entries that they include \rhat the 
heading calls for. I Iiave reproduced the headings for this book as they are, 
in Nor*.vegian, with a brief notation beneath each of the type of information that 
seemed to be entered. 

There v/ore a few discrepancies which stood out inspite of the language 
barrior. In the Konfermerde section, under the heading Hvor d^bte, birth place 
v/as listed up to 1928. After that a date was entered in this column. In the 
next column in this section, Kristendomskiendskat , entries like »*good>* appeared 
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until 1023. Aiucr that date, a place and date v/ono entered in t:‘.at celuan, 

^no ,w»*.^Cwke 4 j0cc— o.A v/aa u*i«eCi lor a. 1 020 contan.\>atner. oi eiio o'ri.acaal daaly 
recorc. Ooon after 1030, tie daily record be^'an to lict only iapertant acti- 
vities instead of recording every activity of each dciy as the first i^actor, 

Rev. Do>e:.:ersnas did. His signature closes his two years of entries. 

It seor.'.s then, that sose change in record keeping occurred around 1923, or 
about the time Z'ecords v/ere begun in English, entirely. 

?he Minintorialbog was used until 1943, v/hen most of its pages v;ore full. 
In 1944 the church began to use the Parish Record Book, described earlier* 

1‘his Dcok is all in English and includes all of the sections the Norwegian 
book did and in addition includes a section for the constitution, the pastors, 
church officers, and annual reports* The comparison of information listed in 
both books is given on the white record analysis sheets. 

As in the Norwegian book, not ad.1 of the coliuriiis are used in the new book. 
At least with the English book, discrepancies can be picked out more easily. 

The most often left empty column is the "Number" column. Apparently the use 
of an accession number seemed unimportant. In the Norwegian book, notes were 
added in this section. As Ccin be /‘.oted on the yellow inventory sheets, many 
of the sections in the new Parish Record book heve not been kept up to date 
or have been replaced by a newer form. The offering record section has been 
tal^on out of the book, although I know it existed because I found loose sheets 
piled up separately. These sheets had not been used to record offerings since 
1955. The coir.munion record sheets in the Parish record book were replaced in 
1950 and all the information from them transferred to the now cards, causing 
a slight duplication. Since 1964 only names of new members have been added 
to the membership section. Previously entire nev; lists were periodically 
compiled. The headings of the Parish Record Book have also been reproduced 
with a notation beneath each heading of the type of information usually inclu- 
ded there. 



ERIC 



65 63 



r 

I 



o 

ERIC 



Co.:':..u:.ion 


‘ 1 0 C .y r vv 


ata record 


ed cl co- 


wo a begun 


in 1050 


oat cor/.pl'.; 


to data 


have boon 


in the 


s, ai.d ao 


forth 



v‘:o ac vi.vly ucod rocord currorivly i;: yrob^.di;/ the Co.:':..u:.lon rjzcD'sd 

Cc’.rd y;!:'c:i rocoi'djj on itc rovorso rjidc all of ti'ic poroonal dc.ta r-:jcoi''dod clce- 
v;hoi*o in "U-iv coctionc of tho Pariid; ‘dacoi/d book. ^nl:; fi! 
a:ii i:;cindocj a c:rd for every adult coiT.nunin^i; moir.bor. ih< 

for r*vr;; rncxbcrc would bo found on t/.one Ccirds. kcv.oerG who have boon in the 
church. Ion:; enough to have baptisiriG, confirr:iations, rnarria.:;Gs , Oi.d go forth 
recorded in tlie Pariah Pecord Book ore Hated in both placoa. V/hen a rr:Gr.:ber 
tranafers or leaven, his co,rd is tiTovm av;ay. Therefore there is no permanent 
record of newer n-oir/oers who are not listed in the various sections of the 
V.ocord Book. New Hienibers are listed in the section o.n Poll of Menfoers but 
not all of the information recorded on the cards is recorded there. 

The ether record which v;as taken out of the Record Book is the Offering; 
Record. As described in the inventory, offerings were recorded in ledger books 
from 1956-1964 when the new multiple- card form was introduced. The information 
on the new card is much more complete and it provides a record for tcu: purposes 
for the church ajad the individual. One section is sent to members each quarter, 
the final ca.rd being kept by the church. 

The three files of visitor* cards are used mainly for church membership 
purposes. The file of cards filled out by out of town visitors is kept so 
that letters of information about the church may be sent to them once. After 
this, the use of this file seems to be vague. The file of cards filled out 
by in-town visitors is of more use because these persons are contactea many 
times by phone ':.nd letter. The same applies to the file of University student ■ 
cards, v/hich are kept as long as the student is in school. 

These Visitor/Nembor- Communion registration cards are the most versitle 

forms used, although they are not designed to be permanent records. Their 
various uses are described on the inventory shoots. 

The record keeping practices at Central Lutheran Church are not dictated 
by any higher authority, but they are well organized and carefully kept. It 



is hoped that this report will encourage the preservation of their old records. 
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"...let all the records be had In order, 
that they may bo put in the archives of 
my holy temple, to be hold in remember a.ice 
from Generation to GQ^e^ation, saith tiie 
Lord of Hosts. 

Those words constitute the divine authority for record 
keepinG in the Mormon Church, the practice of which is 
continued faithfully to the present day. 

Joseph Smith, their Prophet and leader received and recorded 
these and other divine revelations in the book of the Doctrine 
and Covenants . In this same book he also v;rote that "v;hat- 
ever you record on earth shall be recorded in heaven, "2 p^om 
this it follov^s that the more complete your record on ea,rth, the 
more there v;ill be to JudGe you by in heaven at the time of the 
last JudGement. It is the responsibility of every livins 
Mormon to see that his works are properly recorded and all the 
ordinances deemed necessary for entrance into heaven are per- 
formed on earth and duly recorded. No mere record alone will 
assure the Mormon of entrance into the celestial kingdom, 
for this also requires righteous living on earth by virtue, 
love, obedience, and conformance to every lav; given by G-od. 

But it is one of the laws of G-od that everything be recorded. 

Joseph Smith also records, concerning the day of Judgement, 

that: "...all they v;ho are not found v;ritten in the 

book of rememberance shall find none inheritance 
in that day, but they shall be cut asunder, and 
their portion shall be appointed them among 
unbelievers, where are wailing and gnashing 
of teeth. "3 ,, 

This should be incentive enough to insure thorough record 
keeping. Because of this belief, the Mormon Church is presently 
engaged in a process of simplifying and coordinating the records 
in the Church for both the living and the dead, 

70 7 2 



II 



At. the bcsinning of the nineteenth century, God revealed 
himself personally and by the visitation of angels to the 
eighteen-year-old Joseph Smith and chose him to be the 
instrument to reintroduce the Gospel of Christ to the v/orld. 
byostablishing and organizing the true church of God, Further 
revelations conferred upon him not only the plates for the 
Book of Mormon , which he translated and published, but the 
Priesthood of Aaron and Melchezedek and the Apostleship, 

Then, on April 6, I 83 O, the Church of Jesus Christ of 
the Latter Day Saints was established with about forty, 
baptized members in attendance in Fayette, Seneca County, 

New York, This Church grew remarkably, in spit^f of many 
hardships and persecutions. Its members were forced to flee 
V/est, first with the Prophet Joseph Smith and then after his 
death in 1844 with Brigham Young, They finally settled in 
the new Zion of Utah and in April, ':.1853 the cornerstone was 
laid and construction begun on the great temple in- Salt Lake 
City. 
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The present church Is divided into regional unite called 

« 

"stakes" and each stake is divided into from six to ten local 

units called "wards". There are also "missions" which are 

far-flung territories which eventually are consolidated to 

become stakes. Stakes are presided over by a stake president 

and several counselors. This, in microcosm,! reflects the 

administrative structure of the First Presidency of the 

4 

Mormon Church. 

The President, v/hen he comes to office, is free to select 
several counselors, generally from two to five. Together,- 
these comprise the First Presidency and have broad administrative 
povrers over the Church. If they cannot be unanimous on a certain 
issue, however, it is the President v;ho has the final say and 
the counselors are bound to support and carry through his 
decisions. In the hierarchy, therefore, it is the President 
v/ho is at the top and his counselors act as advisors. 

Second after the First Presidency is the Council of the 
Quorum of the Twelve,, corresponding to the twelve apostles 
of Christ. These offices are for life or good behavior and 
carry senority. When a President dies, the Council becomes 
the ruling body of the Church in the interim until a nev; 
President can be chosen. He is generally the one of highest 
seniority in the Council of the Twelve. 

The death of a President automatically dissolves the 
First Presidency. V/hen a new President takes office, he 
appoints his own co-unselors"who can but don’t have to come 
from the Council. V/hen the President comes ■from the Council, 
a nev; Apostle is added to the bottom of the seniority list. 



The Apostloo are nominated by the Preoident but are subject 
to approval by the membership before their appointment. 

So in reality, the Mormon Church is governed by from 

fifteen to eighteen men. "The achievement of this smoothly 

vrarking relationship between the First Presidency and the 

Council of Twelve is the product of experience and development, 

based on the revelation of divine will accepted by the Church 

„ 4 

in the book of Doctrine and Covenants . 

The Mormon Church,., and therefore the President, is 
responsible for the management of over five hundred stakes 
and missions and some sixty central agencies. These agencies 
and their relationship to the central 'authority of the Presidency 
are shown in figure 1, 

This means that there are well over five hundred fifty 
operational units reporting directly to and in some measure 
responsible to the Mormon chief executive and his counselors. 
These units also require appropriations from the tithes and 
revenues of the Church. All this requires an amazing amount 
of management and coordination. 

This is achieved through the same coordinating device in 
human affairs that was used by the early Christian Church, 

5 

namely "apostolic" official messengers. Each of the Tv^elve 
Apostles of the Church is constituted as a special representative 
of the President of the Church. In Section 107:33 of the 
Doctrine ’ and Covenants they are described as a "Traveling 
Presiding High Council, , .under the direction of the Presidency 
of the Church. , , ; to build up the church, and regulate all the 
affairs of the same in all nations..,'.'' 




Thcce meet regularly each v/eek with the President to 
discuss the affairs of the Church and to advise the President 



as to their present situation. In addition, a monthly Priest - 
hood Bulletin is sent to all Church officials to inform them of 
recent decisions or policy changes in each of the agencies of 
the Church. In this way, all departments afe kept avfare of 
administrative decisions affecting them and other agencies 
within the Churhh, 

The structure of the Mormon Church reveals not only strong 
central leadership hut effective cooperation and hard v/ork from 
the Church as a whole. It is this that facilitates the 
progressive programs that the Church carries on. 
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FlGure 1 -- The relation of the Mormon Church central administration 
to its asencies (with a few specific examples). 




(Hotel Utah 
Hotel Temple Square 
Beneficial Life Ins, 
Utah- Idaho Sugar Co, 
radio station KSL 
newspapers 
printing plants 
etc. ) 



IV 



One of these many agencies of the Church is the Church 



Historians office. From the time of his first divine 

directive for record keeping, Joseph Smith realized the necessity 

of recording the events of his ovm life and their relation to 

the establlslimont of the Church, In April, 1 838 he began 

his personal history. Throughout his short career he continued 

to stress the importance of record keeping. He encouraged his 

follov/ers to keep personal diaries and journals of their 

travels. These now represent not only a record of the spread 

of the Church but a fine dociimentatlon of pioneer travels and 

hardships endured by the Mormions in their treck across the 

eastern United States to Utah, These are nov.’ to_.be found in 

the Church Historian's office in Salt Lake City, 

The first Church Historian was Oliver Cowdrey, He was 

appointed and instructed to keep minutes of the meetings 

until further appointments were made. He v;as later called to 

higher responsibilities ^ and was replaced by John V/hitmer \rho 

took office in March, 1S31» Vdiltmer, however, did not remain 

faithful to the Church and was excommunicated from the Church 

in March, 1838, He refused to give up the documents which vrere 

then in his possession and at his- death they v;ere taken over 

by his nephew, John C, Whltmer of Richmond, Missouri, and 

7 

they have never been regained, ' 

As the Church continued to expand, a need soon became 
evident for branch recorders as vrell as a central historian 
and recorder. Clerks were appointed in the stakes and v/ards 
and they reported their activities to the central office. 
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The divine direction for this is found in Doctrino and Covenants ; 

"it vfould bo very difficult for one recorder to 
be present at all times and to do all the business. 

To obviate this difficulty, there can be a 
reco 2 '*der appointed in each v/ard of the city, 
vmo is well qualified for taking accurate 
minutes; and let him be very particular and 
precise In taking the whole proceedings, 
certifying In his record that he saw with 
his eyes, and heard with his ears, giving 
the date, and names, and so forth, and the 
history of the whole transaction.,."® 

To this day, Copies of all the records and minutes of each 

ward are sent through their respective stake clerks to the 

Historian’s Office in Salt Lake City to be deposited in the 

Church archives. 

A quarterly report is also made by each one of these 
ward and stake clerks In which is included Information about 
appointments and releases of all ward and stake officers; 
deathi of prominent members, departure and return of mission- 

V 

arles, visits of general authorities, etc. 9 Statistics such 
as christenings, baptisms, confirmations, ordinations, marriages, 
divorces, deaths,' and excommunications are also Included. 

During the underground days of the Church, at the time 
when plural marriages were a vital issue, all Church property 
was confiscated by the Government. To protect their records, 
the Church ordered all their books and records hidden for 
safekeeping. Some of them v;ere hidden so well and the 
persecution continued for so long that some of the hiding 
places v;ere forgotten. Some records are being discovered 
and recovered even today in attics and barns. 

It was not until after 1905 that the state of Utah began to 
keep statistical records. Consequently, the Church has been 



rolled on to supply birth certlflcatos and other legal records 
prior to that time. The Church flics v;cre also used during 
Vibrld War II to supply the United States Intelligonce services 
v;ith hundreds of photographs and first-hand descriptions of 
the war areas, These were a result of the decades of 
missionary work by the Church throughout the world, the 
reports of vfhich were retained in the Church Historian’s 
Office. 

The Church archives include a large collection of books 
and pamphlets which deal directly v/ith or mention Mormonlsm, 
including a large collection of anti-Mormon material. It has 
been the attitude of the Church that there Is no better 
refutation of anti-Mormon materials than the materials them- 
selves. Bias seldom gives an accurate accounting and for 
this same reason no two anti-accounts give completely 
harmonious description of how it really v/as,^^ 

The Church archives also have a complete file of the 
three principle Salt Lake City newspapers, the Salt Lake 
Telegram , the Salt Lake Tribune . and the Desert News , The 
latter is an official organ of the Church and became a dally 
in 1875 . 

Joseph Fielding Smith, a past President of the Church, 

states that, "The most Important history in the v/orld 
Is the history of our Church, and it is 
the most accurate history in all the 
world. It must be so. It is the most 
important to us because that history 
cbntains the hand dealings of God direct 
to us through revelation as it has come,,, 
to us through the servants of the Lord 
for our guidance. 

This is the goal towards which the Church Historian's 



Office strives 
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One of the moat far-reaching agenclea under the auaplcea 
of the Mormon Church Is the Genealogical Society. It is 
particularly important to the Church because v/hen the 
Priesthood vra.s given to Joseph Smith, it included the power 
to baptise, confirm into the Church, confer Priesthood, 
to marry not only for this earth but for eternity, and 
to bind families together on this earth and in the eternities 
as well. The Momons believe that these ordinances are vital 
for the salvation of man. In the New Testa^nent, John says 
that, "...except a man be born of v^ater and of the spirit, 

13 

he canno-t enter into the Kingdom of God." To the Mormons, 
there is nothing In that sentence that limits it to the living. 
Instead, it appears that all men (and women) must be "bom of 
water" (baptised) that they may enter into the Kingdom of God, 
both here on the earth and in the life hereafter. The question 
that naturally follo\7s is: what about those who have lived on 

this earth and who have never heard about baptism and never 
had this ordinance performed? The Mormons believe that this 
Is still necessary and must be done by proxy for those who have 
not been baptised and v^ho have not been sealed Into the Church 
or v;lth their parents and children. One of the major roles of 
the Genealogical Society Is that of procuring and verifying 
family records, making possible the perfomance of these 
ordinances in the temples of the Church vicariously for all 
those ancestors.' ' . ' . 

As early as 1840 the Mormons v;ere collecting genealogical 
data and performing ordinances for their dead. It v^as not until 
1888, hov^ever, that any Church-related organization was founded 
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to anolot In the collection of cenealoelcal data. This v/as the 

Latter Day Saints’ Genealogical Bureau, This early bureau 

suggested strongly the need for a Church-directed genealogical 

library with professional guidance. Consequently, on November 

13 f 189^ the Genealogical Society of Utah was Incorporated,^'^ 

The objective of the society was for "collecting, compiling, 

establishing and maintaining a genealogical library for the use 

and benefit of Its members and others, Since that time the 

Society has been a benefit to the many who use It, It has 

grown to Include eighty branch genealogical libraries, aside 

from the main library In Salt Lake City, In 1968, over 140,000 

people used the facilities In Salt Lake City and 212,000 used 

the branch libraries. In 1969 the holdings exceed 670,000 

100 foot rolls of microfilm with an average of 1000 exposures 

per roll. This represents the equivalent of three million 

vol-umes of 3OO pages each. They receive about 1,000 new rolls 

17 

of microfilm weekly from throughout the vrorld. The Society 
also has an archive of over six million completed records of 
family groups vj’hlch Is added to dally. 

Although the Society library gets a copy of the micro- 
filmed records, and another positive print is given to the • 
owner of the original record, the problem was where to put 
the negative so it would be safe from damage. In 1958 the 
exploratory work for a storage facility inside the granite 
mountain just ‘ bbtside of Salt Lake City v;as begun. First, 
a 500-foot core test v;as drilled into the solid granite to 
Insure that the rock structure was sound and the v;ater seepage 
controlable. The test proved successful, and an explorator}'’ 
tunnel vras excavated. Active construction was begun in 1961 
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and by the end of 1965 the project v;as completed. The protection 
the vault affords Is complete except for a direct nuclear or 
atonic bomb hit. There Is nearly 300 feet of solid granite 
above the vault's laboratory and office area and 700 feet • . 
above the six huge vault storage rooms. The three access tunnels 
have banlc vault doors that v;eigh from 9 to 14 tons each. 

The temperature in the storage room Is 57-58° P, year 
round and the humidity is always ' from 40 to 50^, This is 
considered perfect for microfilm storage. 

The vault has more, than 65,000 square feet of floor space. 
There are six huge vault rooms, each with the capacity to store 
885,400 100-foot rools of 35mm microfilm. The total vault 
capacity — the equivalent of over 25 million 300-page volumes — 
can be expanded if necessary through further excavation. The 
vault is self contained, : including its o\m water supply, 
microfilm and printing laboratory and emergency generator. 

In January, 1969 a new program was introduced called 
G-enealogical Information and Name Tabulation or, more commonly, 
GIANT. Beginning in 1970, it is expected to be in full operation 
throughout the world. Although the society Identified names 
Individually on separate genealogical forms in the early 
1900' s, the computer will store and index this information for 
quick and more efficient retrieval. 

The society is presently investigating even nev/er ways 
of controlling their records. At a .World Conference on Records 
held in Salt Lake City on August 5-8, 1969, many aspects of 
records control v:ere considered, including the possible use 
of laser-' beams for Identification and retrieval of material. 

This Conference v/as entitled "Records Protection in an Uncertain 



V/orld". It v/as attended by over 10,000 historians, senoai-.- 
osists, librarians, archivists, and computer and microf liming 
experts. Elder Theodore M. Burton, vice-president and general 
manager of the Society, stated in dlscvsslng the purpose of the 
conference that, "V^e want to keep records Intact... The only way 
this can be done is by having Interested persons dll over the 
world carecfor their records. By that I mean preserve them... 
If \-ie can get these record-keepers together, perhaps we can 
set up some kind of an arrangement whereby records can be 
preserved. This typifies'- the active Interest of the 
Mormon Church In collecting and preserving records both nov; 
and in the time to come. 

Although spoken in 1911, the prediction of Nephi Anderson, 
an early leader of the Church’s genealogical activities, still 
applies to the future alms of the Society. His prediction 
describes the present scope of the Society and then he 
continues ; 

"...and so throughout the years, reaching 
Into the Millennium of peace, this v/ork of 
salvation v;ill 'go on^ until every worthy 
soul that can be found from earthly 
records vrlll have been searched out and 
officiated for; and then the broken links 
will be Joined, the tangled threads v;ill 
be placed in order, and the purposes of 
God in placing salvation within the., reach 
of all v/ill have been consuirira;teb,»^'l 9 
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^ Doctrlno and Covenants , 127:9. 

^ Ibld, , 128 : 8 , 

^ Ibld, , 85:9. 

A 

Durham, Political Science Quarterly , p, 62. 

^Durham, Public Administration Review , p, I 78 , 

° Doctrine and Covenants , 47:1. 

'^Peterson, Bulletins , p, 273. 

Q 

° Doctrine and Covenants . 128:3. 

^Peterson, Bulletins , p, 274-5. 

^‘^ Ibld. , p. 278. 

^^ Ibld. , p. 277 . 

, ^^Smlth, Doctrines of Salvation , p, 200, 

^^John 3:5. 

^^In November 1944, -.the 50*^^ 'anniversary of the Society, the 
name v;as changed to the present title, 

^^Bennett, American Archivist , p, 227. 

1 ^ 

°Lofthouse, The Improvement Era , p. 15. 

17 

Palmer. The Improvement Era , p, 7. 

■j Q 

quoted In Ibid, .■,p. -7.-- ■ •-■v.’ - 

^^Lofthouse, The Improvement Era , p. 15. 
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INTRODUCTION 



This report is accosipanied. by a "Chronology" of the 
administrative history of St. Mary's parish. Both parts are 
less complete than they might have been if more materials 
had been available. 

With the materials available much can be done. A careful 
perusal of the parish registers can further identify many of 
the parishoners - and perhaps some of the preists - who have 
been prominent in the history and work of St. Mary's. 
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The history and purpose of sacr 



r e cords ha v o 





>iost of the material in the first section of this paper is 



based on that treatise 



The Catholic Church is a Sacramental Church and has 



conferred the dignity of the term ‘‘Sacrament" on seven of 
its ceremonies: Baptism , the initiation into membership; 

Communion . the official participation in the daily life of the 
Church; Penance , the restoration of or improvement in the 
eligibility for receiving other Sacraments (this is accomplished 
by m.aking a Confession) ; Confirmation , the conferral of respon- 
sibility for adding to and spreading the benefits of the 
Church; Matrimony or Holy Orders (culminating in ordination 
to the priesthood) - a Catholic usually receives one of these 
as the consecration of his life's role; Anointing of the Sick 
(formerly called Extreme Unction), often received just before 
death. 

Only three of these - Baptism, Confirmation, Matrimony - 
are the subjects of laws governing the keeping of parish regis- 
ters. The purpose of these lax-js is to establish church member- 
ship and to determine eligibility for the reception of the 
Sacraments; the keeping of these three registers is sufficient 
to accomplish this. Their main purpose is proof of the reception 
of a certain Sacrament. A secondary use of properly kept records 
is their acceptabiTty by civil agencies. 
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Kost of the records nov; Ir. use had been dcyeloced by 



tine of the Council of Trent (15^5“15o3) ; that time there 



were many chan.?^es in Church lai'rs^ 
chan,c;es. These changes were made 
records were made clear in l6l4, 
Homan Ritual, was published. This 



and records wore adapted to thos 
final and the rules for keeping 
when the Rituale pc:::anum . or 
detailed description of the 



e 



ceremonies of the Church demanded careful attention to the 
entries in the tvio kinds of registers that had become universal 
by then - Baptism and marriages - and gave increased importance tb 
three kinds of records that had not been kept uniformly - confir- 
mation, deaths and the parish census (or liber de statu animarum , 
book of the state of souls). 

Thus there are five books that must be kept in all 
parishes ; three of them are entirely sacramental and the 
other two are indireclty sacramental. The Code of Canon Lav/, 
promulgated in 1917. repeated the rules for keeping these 
records. Canon 4?0 lists the five books; that canon and the 
others listed in the Appendix to this paper give many details. 

The purpose of the parish registers has not changed; 
there have been variations in the information recorded and 
adaptations in the forms used, as noted below. I shall con- 
sider each of the Sacraments under the following headings, 
avoiding repetition: HISTORY; INFORMATION; USE; IMPORTANCE; 
SECURITY; INTEGRITY (completeness at St. Mary's). 

The tv/o key registers are those for baptisms and 
marriages, so they will receive the most attention. 




I 



]V: 



er|c 



HISTO:-:Y 

Since the sixteenth century the reptistor of haptlcns has 
included nost of the information uhicn the modern books record* 

One important addition came in 1907. udeon it became obligatory 
to record in the baptismal register the notice of marriage. Thus 
the Ko-xistor Bant izatorutri became the “principal book'' of church 
records (O'Rourke, 37) • Since this one register contsiins data 
about baptisms, confirmations and marriages, it could almost be 
the sole permanent record, 

INFORIuVnON 

The items recorded identify the individual and make possible 

J 

an assessment of his.ellgibility for other sacraments, especially 
marriage. 

Na.me and Address identify the recipient. 



Date of Birth determines his age, which must be known 



for reception of Communion, Conf irma.t ion or Matrimony (or Holy 
Orders). 

Place of Birth and Address help determine the official 



residence - a Catholic must be baptized in his proper parish, 
or a notice must be sent to that parish, 

Nam:es of Parents also help identify; they, make it possible 



to trace relations and determine whether, for example, a pro- 



i' 

spective^^is a second cousin or closer. The Religion of the Parents 



helps determine the probability that the child will be raised 
in the Catholic faith. 

Baptism confers a spiritual relationship 'oetween the 
person baptized and the one who baptizes; also, betvreen the 
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perr.on baptic^ed tho godparents. Because of those relation- 
ships, no narris:gc can take place. Therefore tho Nome of tho 
Kinistor and tho hares of the Godr.e.i-ents are recorded. Of 
course, these people must see that tho ceremony is performed 
correctly, and, if there is ever any trouble about the rocoixl., 
they can be asked to testify. 

The Chirrch, City and Date of Conf irno.t ion are recorded 
ina column especially provided (they had to be croorded into 
the older registers ), This vras. first required by the Code of Canon Law. 

Similarly, the necessary information about the harria;:ce 
of the individual is recorded in a column entitled “Remarks “ 

( Notanda ) ; once a person is married, he carxiiot re-marry as 
long as his spouse is living. Someone who has received Holy 
Ordrs or made a solemn Religious Profession is not permitted 
to marry, so notices of those ceremonies are made in this column. 

The registers printed before 1907 aid not have columns 
for all these entries- (See Form A) ; modern registers offer 
ample space, allowing tvro pages for the columns. 

If a marriage is annulled or one spouse died, this 
information should be recorded in the Baptismal register, so 
that the eligibility for re-marriage will be known, 

USE 



Candidates for First Communion, Conf irmation. Matrimony 
or Holy Orders write to their parish of baptism to obtain a 
certificate, which is stamped with the parish seal. If a person 
already married attempts re-marriage, the pastor is informed. 

(In the last nine years, at St. Mary’s, there have been two such 
cases. ) 
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ina; 



■ted above, the baptis)uai I'o, roister is ir.d isTjonsabic , 



SECURITY 



The register f 01 * 21 , v:ith 
nothing rr.ay be added or deleted 
a sumriary of each entry is sent 
Forra 3) , 



bound pages , is u 
surrept itously ; 
to the diocesan 



•*j 0 o O 

once a 
archive 



year, 
s ( see 



INTEGRITY 

The records of Baptisms at St. Mary’s seem to be complete, 
from 18S? to the present (See Record Inventory Srieets, Series 2). 



FIRST COM'MION 

HISTORY 

The keeping of a First Communion register is not required 
by Canon Law but is demanded by the regulations of the Archdiocese 
of Portland (See Appendix II). These records are not indexed, 
and no summaries are sent to Portland. Reception of Communion 
is an important step in the life of a Catholic, but this Sac- 
rament may be received often. If any doubt about the reception 
of a First Communion arises, an individual may receive the 
Sacrament of Penance (Confession) and then receive Communion; 
only a record of Baptism would be necessary. 

Until recently, boys and girls in the first or second 
grade vrere instructed about Communion and then received for the 
first time in a group, in a fairly public ceremony. Therefore, 
many entries in these registers are typed lists of names that 
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ho //over. 



it is the 



have boon pasted into the books. Recently, 
custorr. for children to receive their First Coainunicn individu- 
ally. Some parishes v/ait for many of these o.nd then record then 
all at once, but this increases the possibilty of error. 

Another recent development is the change in the re- 
ception of Penance. Formerly, every individual vrouid rake his 
First Confession a day or tv7o before his First Communion; the 
record of the latter served as a record of the fr-mer, Kou’ one 
does not start Confessing until a year or more after his First 
Communion. It is usually assumed that a Catholic would have 
made his First Confession before he receives Confirmation, 
but there is no' no careful record of this, and some new way 
of recording may be needed* 

INPORhJiTION 



Nothing is added to the data in the register of baptisms 
exceut the date and t)lace of Communion (these are not entefd into 

l\ 

the register of baptisms), 

USE 

Candidates for Conf irraat ion , Matrimony or Holy Orders 



write for certificates of First Communion, Since the church, 
city and date of baptism are entered, this book may be used for 
proof of baptism if a register is lost, 

IMPORTANCE 

Negligible, 

SECURITY 

Register form; copies are not sent, as the data are expendable. 




INTEGRITY 



Racords of First Coininunior.s at St 
and 193? seem to bo missing (See Records 



KQ.ry -2 hetvoen 1909 
nrentory, Series 3 ). 



C0iYFIP.M9TI0N 

KI STORY 

The keeping of confirmation re-cords is not so ancient 
as the recording of baptisms, but the former have been kept in 
detail since the early seventeenth century. 

Confirmation may be received only once in a person’s 
life, and is usually received early in adolescence (there is 
now a trend toward postponing reception until the middle or 
late teens). This sacrament may be administered only bcj a 
bishop, who usually visits each parish every three years. Some 
members of small churches night go to one large central church 
for confirmation; the records are to be made in the chui'ch 
where the confirmation takes p'aice and notice of it is to be 
sent to the parish of baptism for all the recipients, (Form C.) 

Canon law, and the Roman Ritual, require that male and 

;J 

female recipients are to be listed separately; this one often 
finds long lists, arranged alphabetically, pasted into the 
confirmation registers, 

INFORMATION 

The date and place of confirmation and the name of the 
sponsor are the only Items not already recorded, 

USE 

Reception of Confirmation indicates continued acitive 
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lact 



part Ic ipat ion in the lif 
sac rarno n ta 1 require ne n t 



e of the Chui'ch 
for Itatrinony o: 



.d it is the 
:oly Orders. 



record could suffice for the three sacrsvinents received before 



it, but in practice all the certificates are sent for. 



IMPOHTAN 



CS 



harffinal, as the data are recorded in the baptism 
roA’ister. 

SECURITY 

Register bock; sumniaries sent to diocesan archives (Form D), 
INTEGRITY 

Records at St. Mary's seem to be complete (Series 4). 



' MTHIMONY 

( 

HISTORY 

There have been many changes in Church lav; concerning 
the conditnns necessary for a valid marriage, but since the 
sixteenth century the requirements in virtually .all instances 
have included a public ceremony before witnesses. Thus the 
records must be complete and clear, including the names of 
the vritnesses, 

INFORMATION 

The presiding Minister must note that the fact of the 
marriage has been entered in the baptismal register or sent 
to the parish of baptism. 

USE 

( The marriage register is referred to only if a court 

case (civil or ecclesiastical) arises. 

Er|c 16 

'M ^ 



importakcli; 



usuall 



detail 



The Tef^latQT contains t?:e details 
y unique event in a person’s life, 
s needed for identification and pr 



of an 


imneortan 


t and 


Since 


not all 


the 



oof are recorded in 



;he registers of baptisms, the marriage register should be 



k 



SECURITY 



Register book; summaries sent to diocesan archives (See 
Form E) . 

INTEGRITY 



The marriage records of St. Mary’s seem to be complete 
(See Series 5)- 



DEATHS 



HISTORY 

The Liber Defunctorum . or Book' of the Dead , has been 

i '1 t-;i 

kept in its present form since the early -sixteenth century. 

INFO RI'iAT ION 

The register contains data needed to identify the deceased 
(_e.£. , Name, Address, Age, Names of Parents or Spouse). If he 
received any sacraments just before death - Baptism, Penance, 
Communion and/or Matrimony - these are recorded, so that the 
state of his soul just before death can be knovm as closely 
as possible. Since life is “changed, not taken away“ (Mass for 
the Dead) , this register approximates a liber de statu anlmarum 
of those who have entered the after-^life. 



U3J' 



Almost no official use; it can be consulted to verify the 
death of the spouse of a person who vrishos to rc-rarry. 
IKFORTANCIi: 

Minimal; interesting for some entries, for emarnple, the 
cause of death. 



SECURITY 

Register book; summaries are sent to the diocesan archives 
( See 5'orm F ) . 

INTEGRITY 

Records of deaths in St, Mary's parish seem to be 
complete (Series 6), There are no entries betvreen December 
1892 and April 189^, but there may have been no deaths theno 



STATE OP SOULS 



HISTORY 

Parish censuses have been required since the Council 
of Trent and have recorded approximately the same information 
since the early seventeenth century, 

INFORKlATION 

These annual census cards note the sacraments that have 
been received by every member of the family. 

USE 

In constant use by the priests of a parish to find out 
everything from the phone number of a parishioner to the state 
of his marriage, 

IMPORTANCE 

Indispensable for the daily activities of a parish. 



S'i:CURITY 



'e the only canonically reru 



v-''r: 



y be kept on index cards instead of in a 



r. 



•ilseer boo!-:; since 




of their being lost or 



ered» Hox'^evero because they contain 




are kept under lock ''iii-'' key in a desk or file dranrere 



As these are of value only in the local parish, no 



summaries are sent to the diocesan archives. If a parish is 
divided and a new church erected, the census cards are also 
divided. 



St. Mary’s parish received a rating of "Excelleh; “ It de- 
serves the same rating today. All necessary records are kept, 
they are in good condition and are carefully indexed. 



Catholic Church is more difficult. The register method can 
be effective and is especially useful for security when 
records are made in many different places. Nonetheless, 
there is too much duplication in the system as it is now used. 
One advantage of this duplication might be the rapid adpptlon 
of a more centralized system, as summaries of all the important 
sacramental records have already been collected in each diocesan 
Chancery Office. 



EVALUATION 



In the report oi" the 1937 Historical Records Survey 



The evaluation of the record keeping system of the 
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Decrees of the Fifth Provincial Co'ancll of Portland in Gref^o'r.o 
Jane IS, 19. 20, 1957<* Authorized English Translation. 

Official publica.tion of the Archdiocese » 

Ketz, Feno. V/hat Is Canon Lav;? (Lev; York: Kav;thorne Books, I960). 
Tvrentieth Century Encyclopedia of Catholicisa, V, 80, 

A short but very helpful introduction. 

0‘Rourke, James J, Parish Registers: an Historical Synopsis 

and Commentary ( VJashington, D. C, : Catholic D. of America, 
193^) • The Catholic University of America Canon Lav; 
Studies, No. 88, 



The v;ork for an understanding of the topic of this 
p3.per. VJriting id functional and sprinkled v;lth Latin, 
but usually comprehensible. 



V/oy;*;od, Stanislaus (rev, by Smith, Callistus). A Practical Com- 
mentary on the Code of Canon Lav;, 2 Volumes (Nev; York: 
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc,, 19^8), 



NEW CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA 



ARTICLE 








“Archives,*' by K, A, Fink (I, 769-70), 

Tells of archival organizations in the Catholic Church: 
Pontifical Commission for the Ecclesiastical Archives of 
Italy (similar commissions planned for other countries); 
Associazione Archivistica Eccles last ica (est. 1958; open 
to all, though mostly Italian church archivists); it 
publishes Archiva Scblesiae , holds congresses and encourages 
enrollment in the Pontifical School of Paleography, Diplo- 
matics and Archives. 

“Archives, Ecclesiastical," by ll.-“-Vollmar.( 1 , 77012). 

Summary of canons 375-84, 



“Archives. U. S. Catholic," by S, R. Vollmar (I,. 770-2). 

Nentions several outstanding depositories, including Port- 
land, Oregon. Bemoans the failurpto keep records in the 
parishes. 
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BiBLIOGiU?HY 



continued 



ARCH IVY::) 






y 



9 



LaiA'h. "Archives of the Homan Cathol 
onl'ced States: History and Koldin,r;s. 



in 



The Relation of Active Record Offices to Archives in 
the Catholic Church," 



, "reference Service in Catholic Church Archives," 



Three unpublished (so far) papers done as partial re- 
quirements of a Seminar in Archl\''es, part of an Insti- 
tute in Archival Librarianship at the School of Librari- 
anship of the Univeristy of Oregon, Eufene, Oregon. 

The papers were written in October and November, 1969. 
All include bibliographies. Special reference is made to 
St. Mary's Catholic Church. 
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APPENDIX I 



CANONS CONCERNING RECORDS - ENGLISH TEXTS 



The f ollovring texts are quotations or 
the Code of Canon Law ( Codex Juris Canon ic i ; 

The following section on canons 375 
V/oyx\rod, V. I, pp. 1 53-1 56-. 



paraphrases fron 
’nence, CIC). 

384 is quoted from 



The Diocesan Archives 

279. The bishop shall provide a safe and convenient place 

for the archives of the diocese. A catalogue or index of ail the 
documents with a sunreary of their contents shall be carefully 
made. ( Canon 375 )• Each year, vxithin the first tvro months, the 
catalogue shall be brought up to date, and all the documents of 
the past year classified. The Ordinary shall institute a careful 
inquiry about documents missing from the archives, and he has 
authority to use any necessary means to have them returned (Canon 
376). 

The archives shall be locked, and nobody shall be allowed 
to enter them vrithout the bishop's or the vicar- general 's and the 
chancellor's permission. The chancellor only shall have a key 
to them ( Canon 377 ). Without the bishop *s or the vicar- general 's 
permission, no one is allowed to take any document out of the 
archives, and all documents must be returned within three days. 

The Ordinary only may allow a longer interval, and this favor should 
not be easily granted. He vrho takes any document out of the ar- 
chives, must leave a signed receipt for it with the chancellor 
( Canon 378 ). 

280. The bishop shall also have a special place for docu- 
ments that must remain secret. Each year, as early as possible, 
the documents of trials for bad behavior, the subjects of vfnich 
have passed this life, or in vrhose case ten years have elas-p'ed 
since their sentence was pronounced, shall be taken out of the 
archives and burnt. A brief summary of the case and the text 

of the final sentence is to be kept for reference. A catalogue of 
the documents contained in the Secret Archives shall be dravjn up 
and revised each year, as is demanded by Canon 375 for the general 
archives ( Canon 379 . 1-2). 

The Secret Archives should be so constructed that they can 
be opened only by the use of two different keys - one to be 
kept by the bishop (or administrator Apostolic) and the other 
by the vicar-general (or, if there is no vicar-general, by the 
chancellor). Only the bishop of-mthe Apostolic administrator may 
ask for the other key to open, without any witness, the secret 
archives ( Canon 379 . 3-4). Iimmediately after having taken possession 
of the diocese, the bishop shall designate a priest who, during a 
vacancy or during the time that a bishop is hindered from exercising 
his jurisdiction, shall keep the key of the secret archives which 
the bishop had ( Canon 380 ). 
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281 



, In section 281, V/oinvod parsphr 
362, in v;hlch provisions Tor t:i 
rity of the Secret Archives bo 
death of one bishop and the ti 
his successor uC. 



S.SOS canons 381 and 
aintaining the integ- 
treen the tine of the 
ne of the arrival of 



Archives at Other Churches 



282. The bishop shall insist that an inventory or catalogue 
be made in tivo copies of the documents of cathedral, collegiate 
and parochial churches and of confraternities and diocesan in- 
stitutions. One copy shall be kept in the respective archives and 
the other in the episcopal archives. The rules of Canons 4?0, 

1522 a.nd 1523 must herein be obser\red. Original documents shall 
not be taken away from any of the ecclesiastical archives, except 
under the conditions laid down by Canon 378 ( Canon 383 ). 

283 » The documents of the parochial and of the diocesan 
archives vrhich are not of such a nature that they must be kept 
secret, may be inspected by anyone vjho has an interest in them. 
Anyone may also ask that a legal copy be made at his expense and 
given to him. In the matter of exhibiting documents or issuing 
copies of the same, the chancellor of the Curia, the pastor and 
other custodians of arvhives shall observe the rules made by the 
legitimate ecclesiastical authority, and shall in doubtful cases 
consult the local Ordinary (Canon 334). 
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Thus far the quotation from Woy^'i’od. A brief summary of 
the same canons (375-384) is found in the article, ‘'Archives, 
Ecclesiastical,** Nevr Catholic Encyclopedia , V, I, p. 770, by 
C. A. Kekumans. 

The following section on canon 470 is quoted from VJoyt'jod, 

V. I, pp. 195 - 196 . It is part o,f a section entitled, “Obliga- 
tions of the Pastor.’* 

348. The pastor must keep the parochial records of Bap- 
tism, Confirmation, marriage and the deceased. He shall take 
care to have the census books as correct as possible, and shall 
keep these books with great care and according to the approved 
custom of the Church or the regulations of the bishop. In the 
baptismal record shall, be inserted also a notice about the Con- 
firmation, marriage, or subdeaconship, or solemn religious 
profession, saving the marriage of conscience discussed in Canon 
il07» V/hen issuing baptismal certificates, these facts should 
always be mentioned in the certificates. At the end of each year 
the pastor should send an authentic copy of the records of the 
parish to the episcopal Curia x-:ith the exception of the censi?.s 
book ( Canon 470 , 1-3). Various Canons of the Code demand that the 
notice of the Confirmation, marriage, subdeaconship, and solemjn 
religious profession be sent to the pastor of the parish x^rhere 
the persons were baptized, and the pastor is to make an annotation 
of the fact in the baptismal record in -the margin opposite the 
individual records. If, in some of the record books, there is no 
space left for the entry of such notice, a mark can be made at 
the name of the person’s baptismal record and the notices can 
be kept in the appendix. 

The pastor shall have a parochial seal and a safe place 

\o3 ^ 



for the o.bove-r.‘ont ioncd parochial booh::, ''.'laero ho should also 
keep the bishop's letters and otroor docur.onts that it nay be 
useful or necessary to keep ( Canon 4) c 



The follovring is my own translation of the Latin tent of 
part of canon 5?4, 2 , found in O'Rourkes p* 63 » 

Canon 376 , 2, IVhen soneone nakes a solemn profession of 
vows, his Superior should inform the pastor of the church v.-here 
the candidate v;as baptized, as provided in canon 4?0, 2* 



The following is from V/oyT-rod, Vo I, pp, 401-402 and 421 o 
Canons 777 s-^id 77S govern the recording of baptisms; canons 798 
and 799 govern the recording of conf irmations « 

Of the Record and Proof of Baptism 

o74o The pastor shall carefully and without delay enter 
in the baptismal records the names of. the persons baptized, the 
minister, the parents and sponsors, the date and place of the 
baptism. 

In the baptism of illegitimate children the name of the 
mother is to be entered, if her motherhood is publicly known, 
or if she of her own accord asks in writing or before two wit- 
nesses that such entry be made. Also the name of the father is 
to be entered, provided he himself demands it of his own accord 
in writing or before tvjo witnesses, or if he is knoira to be 
the father from some public and authentic document. In other cases 
the baptism is to be recorded as of. a child of unknovm father or 
of unknovrn parents ( Canon 777 ), 

678 . If baptism vjas not given by the proper pastor, or in 
his presence, the minister shall as soon as possible inform the 
pastor of the domicile of the person baptized about the baptism 
( Canon 778 ) , 



Of the Records and Proof of Conf irca-tion 

695 . The pastor shall enter in a book kept specially for 
this purpose the names of the minister of Confirmation, of 
the persons confirmed, of the parents and the sponsors, also 
the date and place of Confirmation, besides making note of 
the Confirmation in the baptismal record, as demanded by Canon 
470 , 2 ( Canon 798 ), 

If the proper pastoi' of the person confirmed was not present, 
the minister of Confirmation shall either personally or through 
another inform the pastor as soon as possible of the conferring 
of the Sacrament (Canon 799) • 



From Wor.'.^oci, V. I, p. 641: 



973. . - . 

:rior in the 



the Ordinary in the case of secu?:.ars, or the 
case of religious ordained v:ith the superior 



major 

s 



dismissorials , shall send notice 
deacon to the pastor of his place 
ordination ma.y be entered in the 
2, demands ( Canon 1011 ) . 



of the ordination of each su'o- 
of baptism, in order that this 
baptismal record, as Canon 470, 



From Bouscaren and Ellis, pp, 5^3 and 



Ca.non 1103 . 1» After the marriage, the pastor or the one 
who is taking his place must e.s soon aa possible enter in the 
marriage record the names of the contracting parties and witnesses, 
the place sind date of the celebration of the marriage and other 
entries according to the method prescribed in ritual books and 
by his Ordinary; and this, even thouigh another preist delegated 
by himself or by the Ordianry assisted at the marriage, 

2, Moreover, according to canon 470, 2, the pastor shall 
note also in the baptismal register that the party has contracted 
marriage on a certain day in his parish. In case the party was 
baptized elsewhere, the pastor of the marriage shall, either 
personally or through the episcopal Curia, send notice of the 
marriage to the pastor of baptism, so that the marriage may be 
recorded in the baptismal register. 



Canon 110? . A marriage of conscience is not to be recorded 
in the usual matrimonial and baptismal registers, but in the 
special book mentioned in canon 379 » which is to be kept in the 
secret archives of the Curia. 



From Bouscaren and Ellis, p. 623: 



The Record of Death 



After the burial, the minister shall inscribe in the 
register of deaths the name and age of the deceased, the name of 
his parents or spouse, the date of death, the sacraments which 
he had received, and the place and time of the burial. ( Canon 1238 ) 

From Wo 3 Tt’;od, V. II, p. 312: 



1744,,., The principal public ecclesiastical documents 
are: .... (4) records of baptism, conf irmation, ordination, re- 
ligious profession, marriajige and death, x-^hlch are preseiw'ed in 
the Curia, or the parish, or the religious organization ; also 
vrritten attestations taken from the said records made by pastors, 
or Ordinaries, or ecclesiastical notaries, and authentic copies 
of them (Canons 1812 and 1813. !)• 

From Vloyvrod, V, II, p. 383: 

1893* The local Ordinary has the duty to see that an an- 
notation regarding the declaration of nullity of a marriage is 
made in the baptismal and matrimonial records where the marriage 
was recorded (Canon 1988). 

107 

165 " 



APPiZXjIX II 

DI0C2SAN D2CR22S CONCERNING REiCORDS - ENGLISH TEXTS 

The following texts are frox the Decrees of the Fifth 
Proviw, ial Council of Portland in Oregon: Authorized 'Ergrllsh 



Trs^nslation, pp, 33-35< 



Decree 145 



The parish priest shall prepare and exhibit to the Bishop 
on his visitation the follovjing books: 

1. Baptismal book, according to Canons 470,2; 7??; 

I 9 S 8 ; vrith a note as to the place, date, month, and 
year of birth., 

2. First Communion book, in which the communicants are 
listed by nameo 

3 . Confirmation book, according to Canon 793v 

4. Ka.rriage book, according to Canons 1103,1; 1'.'33; 
with mention made as to ".'rhether the banns vrere 
called, as to any dispensation, and if applicable, 
as to the use of the Pauline Privilege, or the Pri- 

■ vilege of the Faith, or a Dispensation super rato . 

5 . Book of the Dead according to Canon 1238; 

6. Book of the History of the parish in which shall be 
commemorated : the beginnings of the church or 
missions; the founder; the builder; foundation date 
and title; and the chief events in its history, such 
as its growth, the names of older parishioners, and 
such other items as might later form material for a 
formal history® 

7 . An inventory of church properties.,,. 

8. Account oooko , , , 

9 . Cemetery book,.., 

10, Book of the state of souls, according to the Roman 
Ritual. 

Decree 146 

All these books shall be kept locked in the parish archives 
and they belong to the parish, not to the parish priest. 

Decree 147 



1. The parish books shall be kept in the manner and form 
prescribed by the Ordinary. 

2. They shall not be made out with a ball point pen, but 
with a pen and permanent ink, so that they may be microfilmed. 

3 . Should any change have to be added, or signed, by a 
priest, it shall be made only in the margin. Neither erasure nor 
correction is permitted. And pages shall never be removed. 
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Decree 1^9 



In January of , each year the 
an accurate and leoi^al copy is na.de 
tries in the baptismal, confirmation 
book of the dead; he shall send this 
of the month. 



parish priest shall see that 
of the preceding* year's en- 
and marriage books and the 
to the Curia by the 20th 



Decree I 50 



1. A parish priest or an administrator, on the day he 
leaves the parish for good, shall. In the presence of the Dean 
or the Ordinary's delegate, give to his successor: the key to 
the archives , and an Inventory of the books , documents , and other 
parish property.... 



Decree 120 

[Prom the section on Vicars Forane , or deans: 'The Dean/ 

will inspect the parish books mentioned in Decree 145, "seeing to 
it that any irregularities of the parish priests in keeping their 
parish account books are rectified. 
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CKRONOLOC-Y 

OF 

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, EUG2NH, 
An Outline of Its Administrative : 



David E. Horn 
Archives Seminar 
26 February 1970 
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IaTKODUCTION 

S- Outline of the history of St„ i.nry's Catholic Church, 
Eugene, Oregon, v:es ’written in connect ioxC nith e. 3 tu:::y of the 
parish records. This explains the erg'hasis on those erents afnich 
affect record keepingo Because saci'arr.ental records in the Catholic 
Church are kept In the parish office (\?ith annual sur.r.arios sent 
to the diocesan archives), particular attention has been paid to 
the status of Eugene before the first resident priest arrived in 
188?. If Eugene 'vas considered part of the administrative district 
of a parish in Jacksonville or Corvallis, then sacramental records 
of people in Eugene vi-ould be kept in those cities. 

If, on the other hand, Eugene belonged to no parish and 
Teas seTved only by an occasional -'circuit rider," then the sacra- 
mental records vrould have been sent directly to the archdiocesan 
archives in Oregon City (until 1862) or in Portland, 

This chronology has several \eeak points: 1) not all possible 
sources have been used (I am still searching forsome items); 2) the 
history of the Catholic Church in Eugene has not been integrated 
into the history of the Archdiocese of Portland; 3) the lives of 
the people Tfno served St. hary.'s - both clergymen and laymen - have 
not been recounted. 

The history of St, Mary’s should be written. Even if more 
information for the period from 1853 to 1887 is not found, there 
is enough material in the parish collection (described in part at 
the end of the bibliography) to tell the story of the priests and 
parishioners since 1887. I hope that this chronology, vrith its many 
references and its annotated bibliography, will make it unnecessary 
for some future writer to retrace the ground I have covered. 
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CHnOMOLCGY 






ST. M-aiY'S CATHOLIC CHUACH. HLGHLL, OALGOH 
An Outline of lus A.dri 2 ini 3 trative History 



Q )i < 
. C-r'O 



1843 



1850 



1851 



1853 



1355 
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1846 



1846 



June; Eu.~ene Skinner filed a donation land clnin and. beca,rne 
the first settler In EugenoCity.^ now Eugc-noo (Coons, 1 ) 



‘rancis AH Blanchet v:s.s appointed bishop of Oregon City* 



(0*Ha,ra 1925, 98) 



center of the dlo 



o -s:; /Ti 



uauer 



ved 



to Portland, Since the es tablishisont of th.e diocc 



jre ceded 



the arrival of Catholics in Eugene, all official records 
of St. hary’s parish have always belonged in Oregon, 



1848 



1848 



February: the First Provincial Council of Oregon was held 
in Oregon City, There -were 10 diocesan priests, 2 Jesuit 
priests and several nuns, (Mahon II, 920; 0 Hlara 1925, 115.) 



1850 



1850 



Sometime in the l850's Blanchet visited Eugene and organ- 
ized the congregation there, (Butts, 29) 



1851 



1851 



Summer: James Croke became the first resident priest in 
Portland, (CS l4 Dec, 191i, 1); (cf, Schoenberg, 32), 



Croke signed the parish registers of St. John the Evange- 
list Church, Oregon City, in June, July and Sectembero 
(Nichols, 318-9) 



1853 



1853 



first Catholic priest in Eugene. (R-G 4 Jan< 



the 



Fa.ther Croke visited Eugene in the summer, becoming 

.942, 4.) 



One source reports he found nat Catholics ' there (Gimpl,2), 
but other sources say he W3.s a missionary to the city from 
1853 to 1859, journeying there every surmnor from his parish 
in Portland (osplara 1911, 162-3; HP.S , 2; CS 1939, 57). 

A letter of Croke says he celebrated MavSS in August, 1853, 
l4 miles south of Corvallis - the first Mass in that part 
of the country, (OJ 2 Fob, 1936, 8,) Since Croke vras ad- 
rainistering sacraments outside his own parish, the sacramental 
records should have been sent to the diocesan archives in 
Oregon City. 



1855 



1855 



There v;ere 



303 Catholics in Oregon (Clark/Down, 663 ) and^ 
OS in the V/illamette Valley (0‘Hara, 1911. /-'in 
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113 Catholics in the V/ill 

WO 






Vo So 



i C'3o 



- r ■ c 

r.* 



v'.d ir or tho G;.''. 1 :holic Ch'ji\--,h :Gn 
;o 2Ci*ro 01' indiar. vairo in Or a.:o;..i o.r.ci i;'.... 

or ,a:old in Cinlif oi'nio. h;:.d div:.rt-..d r.n.r;;;/ oodon;;l.'.._. 

d'ivore were only 6 chi'.rohos .?,na ? clar. 'ynonin Cnoyor. , in- 
eluding: Jair. 0.0 Crodo in Portj.nr.d nn-d Patrick ■■.'nclcin in 
Oregon City (O'dlni'a 191 I,, 162-3 )« Schools and other insti- 
tutions had closed; all nuns and rortils;!' priests had left 
the diocese (0-Hara 1925» 96-?) » 



v'alle:/, 
00 ion 
1 settlers 



•* s ij r<-* ' o 



NOTE: From tiie nid-i850"S' until 



:;s,ry * s 



ioB? the history of St. 
is difficult to tracoo I shall list the infors'a- 
tion I have found, in the hope that it rill be of assistance 
in the teriting of a fuller history of the parish^ 



1858 1858 1858 

‘ In Jacksonville, Sto Joseph's Catholic Church iras built, 

with funds collected by Croke. Croks had becone affiliated 
with the archdiocese of San Franc iso in iS57 ana roved 
there no later than early 1859 (O'Hara 1925 » 13^) > was 
replaced in Portland by Mackin in 1856 (CS 1939# 57) <• 

A note in the Jacicsonviile Museum says that for many years 
St, Joseph's po.rish included many out-lying areas, including 
Eugene; that would mean that the sacransntai records of 
Eugene would have bes 2 i e^itered in the registers l 2 i Jackson- 
ville and would have been transferred, whcii the church \<s.s 
closed in 19^0, either to Portland or to the parish in 
Medford vrhich still has Jacksonville as one of its “missions 



It seems unlikely that the Jacksonville pastor was responsible 
for Eugene, as a church was opened in Corve.ll is by I 86 I, 
when Jacks on\’’ille began having a resident pastor. Also, 

Frn.ncls X« Blanchet (nephew of the Archbishop) served in 
Jacksonville for ten years - I 863 to 1873 - wrote a. 
book about it but never mentioned Eugene, 

1861 1861 1861 



J, F. Fierens became the first resident priest at Jackson- 
ville (CS 1939 , 57) » 

St, Mary's Church in Gorx'a.llis was founded; for many yetrs 
it was the only Catholic church in the Southern part of the 
V/illamotte Valley and served an area now- divided into at 
least 8 parishes, Including Eugene (OJ 2 Feb, 1936, 8), 
Records of this church should contain information about 
Catholics in Eugene. 



1862 1862 1862 

Seat of the archdiocese was moved to Portland (O'Hara 1925, 122),- 



1663 



J- 0 O j 



^ O Cr> 

— i./ w 




r; Xo .'-•.ir-nchot r,mv:.d 
untri 16 73 (a no6o 
c'7o)o liio '•So-uthcrr: !•; 



J- 
•j.1'1 tx 
i;;;:; j.oi: 





150 railoc \rido. One-quirtc-:-.' of Xho Idcrits cf Oregon 
v;era CatholicG (P* X» 3io.;-j.;;hot ) „ 



:d 



1366 



i. o O O 



1366 



Colonel Henry Prnst Dooch v;n.a :'>::irric;d on July 10 - oni- 
tlantly in Canyon City but the looaticn i /2 not certain - 
at a ccrcaiony presided oven by Father Patrick "Macklin” 
(Loc 2 :ley„ 65 ) » 



1368 



1868 



1368 



Huneno has becoroe a city ex' churches , nhoso congregations 
include the Rojarn Catholics „ nlth “ReVc Father hacken" 
(Walling, 401 ) 6 

I'his note by VJalling is ci ■'uelcone exception to the rule that 
religious sects in Sugeno a.ro not vrritten about until they 
have erected or purchased a church buildingo It c.lso adds 
to the snail amount of information on Patrick Ko.ckin (people 
don’t like to vvrito about peo'ole -whose names are hard to 
spell), 

ilackin signed uan’ish registers in Oregon City in 1856,. 

1857 and 1858 (Nichols, 319 ^ 20 ) „ I-Is officiated at the 
burial of John NcLoughlin in 1857 j and is mentioned tu-ice 
under that gentlenxan “s v-rill: once as “Heva XacKin'-' and 
once as”Rey, Nr. i-lackin" ; in each instance he o-;res 638<*00 
(Barker, 1 62, 177), 

1870 I 870 1870 

Beginning of the publication of tlie Catholic Sentinel, vrhich 
has had various kinds of ownership and is still being pub- 
lished as the o'ff icial newspaper of the- Archdiocese of 
Portland in Oregon (O’Hara 1925 » 130), 

1871 1871 1871 

February 5 : Patrick Gibney, pastor in Gor-i/'allis , took care 

of Eugene (Leipzig, notes). 

Probably it v«-ras s onetime in the I870’s that the congregsi- 
tion became too large for tho private liones in which Hass 
had been celebra'ted ; 'the municipal author i''c-ies offerd the 
use of the old cm^rt ho us a, which Father Gibney accented 
(Butts, 29; O'Farrell, C3 I 907 ), (Cf. Hoorc, 36 .) 

Thera is a possible discrepancy here; Gibney was psistor of 
a church in A.storia in I 867 and was apparently still pastor 
there in i8?4 (Schoenberg, 60, 76 ). He might have served in 
Com^allis in the interim and than return-ed to Astoria, as 
assignments ^were irregular and unusual at the time. 
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1873 



?obv:^;:iry 24; Lo\n:J pur;;;-: 2 



,> 4 or 



churon ; o cioc 



'cS-o ccrroo' c8 ZlcvcroGl'i 



ard ‘.V iilo.r.o'lt 0 ir Sviyc-nG (4caccr,.:;;;.0‘,2 » 73)*> 

iS'73 leys 

The 2.rc'ad iocay o o4 Porolo^ioci 23 pricor-jj r2 oaurG.'': :;-r , 

ore; oolloyo, 9 0ico.donie3 „ 1 'rcopidaii 1 orpSo.ro.oD •'•ar::. 
schoolc for a populo.oion of tvrorty thororoGd-'r II, 920 ) 



1380 



1880 



During the 1830 'o Mass uas oorotinos siMd in Fi'axih'o Hall 
betuocn East Breaderay ar.d Oak (Girpla 3)» 



In the V/ilio-Ectte Valley there are only 5 cities vrlth 
nriosts, and the nissions thoro arc in noor condition 
(Stockier, 319-20 )o 

Abbot Adciho;lp. Odcmatti, OoS.B. , founder of kto Angel 
Abbey, visited in Eugene and said Mass at the hones of 
John G-inpl and the Knebel fanily, (Leipzig, notes - Ginpl, ) 

1832 1882 1882 



Mt„ Angel Abbey uas founded (O'Hara 1925, 158) ■> 

Benedictine priests fron the abbey helped in Eugei'ie fron 
1582 to 1887; they included Pathera Barnabas , Anseln and 
V/err.hsr (Leipzig, letter frora Maurus , O.S.B.jo 
The priests from fits Angel spnstinies sedd Mass in private 
hones, for enanple, at Houghs, near Central , and at Vogel's, 
The priests included B'r, Brhart (Leipzig, notes - Ginpl and 
Schnorenberg) , 



1886 1886 1886 

Louis Metayer vras appointed the first pastor of P.lbany; he hac 
said the first I-ktss in that city in 1885, at the Depot 
Hotel (Schoenberg, 119)9 

i-letayer bought a building in Sugeece ; it had been used as 
a Methodist choirch at Tenth and Willanotte , o:nd Motas'er 
had it raoved to Eleventh and Millanette (to the property 
purchased in 1873 )« Ke said the first Mass there on Kay 
30 (Schoenberg, 73) o 

The cost of the church v/as 250 or 300 dollars; at first Mass 
vras said by priests v/ho cane irregularly and stayed for a 
few days (Leipzig, notes - V/ald), 
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h :''o 3„ 3^. cl: "..rAC rry : cl :1 v/.'. 



u .. ^ 



ir; Ilonro:: cr.y C-; 
ijcclc hru'i rirrivcd in Orc;;cn or. J\ 
.--t riCi :Vx;;::.'l Abbey biA’cire he v;v.'-.' 
lector -rrecr. hrurue , CAlAhA) 



‘-'^'..'^5 A .. . . ... A . . »'v.. * 

G' \Vv‘-' ( CS " 

.. V .. y ^ 5 ^ y i 



^ G e.‘ kA. . .G .r., -A... ..r e* A-. //*i G. 

. ...... .• .... , 



beylnnino: of a ro:;;;.hi.,a::‘ echeenhe of 



( Lo i pa ig ;. 



enofr.ced 



for Scr.do.y, Sceptorbar iS^ ahith tho; o;c.ri:-:r: b,..ir.;i; p:.'oo.chod 
in cofn Enplioli ana Gorieo.n (Leipaiy, noc.e.c C 5 )u 
■Thoro -."cre only abev.t S farilios in ti-.o pa;;'ich (xleipzls, 
not 03 - Gent leeetins) ; they -;;e:L-'e not able to auppcrc a 
rooicierit prie.eto so 3 ocl: soon rot-(.n:-n:'.d to V.'i.sconsint 
A- ho re r.o h.nd been o.dr.inistrator- of the dieoe.se , to raise 
:;:or.c5'- (Schoenberyp 3 . 29 ) <> He rccurioca nitii sufficient funds 
anod ■.'iuh tnelve fanllies o:r Gorrs.n Catholics u'ho settled in 
Eugene (Leipzig, notes - Scharpf ; Giapl, 3)» 



1839 1889 1889 

3y the bs, ginning of 1689 3och ho-d returned fron iJis-con- 
sin and had nadc arrangeiaent.s for the beginning of a 
schools Three Benedictine nuns arrived in January and 
opened an elenontovry school in Pobruary, sta,rting rith 
appro:-: iniately 70 pupils o» The church and school u^cro 
blessed in February; the school u.-as called Sto Hary’S, 
but the church uas called the Church of the Purification 
of the Blessed Virgin iiary, v;hich eras . its official icaine 
until the construction of the present church building in 

1927 . (Leipzig, letter from Hother hi. Edith, O.S.3. , 

1894 1894 I 894 



Rev. I'L H. Stravens appointed pastor (CS 1939, 39). 

The Benedictine sisters loft St. Marsris. (Leipzig, letter, 
from hother M. Edith, O.S.B. ) Schoenberg and the Catholic 
Sentinel say tiiat in 1903 the Sisters of liercy r enlaced 
the Benedict ines ; there might have been no school betvxeen 
1894 and 1903 . 



1S95 



1895 



1895 



Rev. James E. Black became pastor; he remained until 
l89?o He built a churcch in Cottage Grove, x.-hich *ras 
served by priests from Eugccne xxntil it mas estabished as 
a separate parish in 1936 (CS 1939, 39; HES Cottage Gv*ove), 
Black also built the first parish house in Eugene (?r. 

Beck had lived in the church sacristy for a xhiile and then 
built his own house); the rectory xcas on Eleventh, betmeen 
Willamette and Oak (Moore, 36). 




iS9? 



Ir:v7 



V: i 1 " r.ri A 



lcs97~iS93 (CJ 1V39, 39) » 



I pO'>. 

^ k. 



1901 



1903 



1904 



1906 



1907 



1911 



1916 



1913 



*'v ^-'0- 

JL o 3^ 



?ryiL’byl£::-:i 



1693 



liovo Ladle la. i:g 'i 

1901 

Fi 2 V» Petar Beutserij pastor, 1901-1904 ( ibld o ) 

1903 






1901 



1903 



TL3 Archdiocese of Portland i.e divided, vrith a sepas'atc 
see established at Bo.ker (0 4-Iara 1925(i l6l)i, 

Sisters of Mercy begin teaching at St^ Kai'y-s School; they 
continiiad •until 1916 (CS 1939 j 39) » 

1904 



ReVo A. Heidhaar, paste 



1904 

r, 1904-1906 ( ibid o ) » 

- 1906 1906 

ReVo Joseph i'i« O’Farrell, 'pastor, 1906-19H ( ib id . ) » 

1907 

i: a. church and a schools, 
an Tenth and Eleventh; 0 ’Farrell 









1907 


Tvto 


new buildings 


were 


erec 


Beck 


had built a 


schoo 


1 bet’ 


movS’ 


d Beck’s back 


s.'nd 


built 


(Lei 


pzig, notes - 


Gent 




The 


first church 


( the 


ferine, 



and a ne-'*: u'ooden str-acture ,, designed by Hunsicker, was 
erected, at a cost of ,000 (Twentieth Jubilee )» (Gf, Moore 

1911 1911 

Rev. John A. Moran, pastor, 19H“'1920 (CS 1939o 39) • 

1916 1916 

Sisters of the Holy Manes of Jesus and Mary began teaching 
at St. Mary’s School; they still 'beach there (Cs 1939s 39)* 



1918 



1918 



A high school is opened, called St. nrancis High School, 



i.t f/ras officially ap'proved by the State in .1922, i-xhen the 
first class graduated (CS 1939s 39)* 




II 7 

us 



19^1 



192? 



1929 



19^0 



19^7 



^ VX 'j 



V 0^1^:..:;::.;, j 

v;::.:.: o:? c: dice 

cjieccr c,nd 0 it:; diedo::^ i 

2 Ju-o 1920) ; O'Mcr- w::-.c Ictc- bi 
end oi* dnncec Gi-cy;; liudcn 




, *. ^ . 
..- - A' ; • ^ '-r... 

'-• .« O !.> t-v X .1 J« 




2 ;';r; churcl: rvr.d cchool '-.■ora r.o\''cUv. v'.:: 
'.I'.lcvcr.th r.r.d Chi?.i'r.oiton ('.aiorao i'ca 
‘Soci'i-s school ’,ras dectroyed o/cd 0 
hiov cntli and Lincolno A nen- •(■;'in ,9 -’"oc 
opnee for the school, and a non' 

the second story of the schoolu rhls 
first unit of a ncru* school; the secc: 
19~>7 (Leipsi;r- 19^7 1 Leipzig, parish : 
G c nt no e t ing ) . 




hall '.;ac oponed on 
vras oonsidc::-cd the 
ed unit nas opened in 
einutce ; Leipzig, notes 



1921 1921 

A h'GHnan association ha.ll \.'as opened ncaz' the canpus of 
the University of Oregon, that is, at Thirteenth and Alder 
(Leipzig, parish minutes), 

1927 1927 



A nev: church uas built, the third for this parish, and 
given the name St, Mary's; this has caused much confusion, 
as there is also a St, Mar 3 ^’s Episcopal Church in Eugene - 
the Catholic Church should change to some other name. 

The church 'oas designed by Joseph Jaoebberger; Avard Fair“ 
banks designed and scuipued the bronze tabernacle doors (Sou 
venir of the Dedication, 3, 6)0 

The second church was used as a parish hall (Leipzig, parish 
minutes ) » 



1929 



1929 



Rev, Francis P, Leipzig, pastor, 1929-1950; he T.'as then 
appointed bishop of Baker, Oregon, and still holds that 
position. 



I9L0 19^0 

The first unit of a new St, Mary's High School was blessed 
(Schoenberg, 140), 



19^^7 



19A'-7 



The second unit of tne new school vras 
(Leipzig 19^-7) o 
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Ik 



added (cf. 1920 ) 



1950 



1950 



1950 



Very Udiv.und j, i950-190Vo 



195^ 



1959 



,959 



Ar. acco':nt of trio yory'o p-j.v'i:;*". ilcro.::';/ p':,oli‘ycd 

in tho July 10 issue cf nn.jr io::. , a. nnticnal Cnt?:olic v.'ockly 
'.rs'.yns ir.o ^ 

;-:syr., lurna-no nnr.ounccd 0 . plan uo build tv:o f oui'-i'-co:.i 
elcraentSLry schools, one in tlio I'c.r/n inyhon Johool d lour leu 
end one on Mn:-:v;oll Rond in the Hivon Rcncl distnicto There- 
v:ns also to be an oiyht-roora addition to dto Rrancic 
Hiph School on best Eighteenth (Register-Guard, 10 195^>) 



1950 



1956 



1956 



A junior high school (gro.dos ? and Gj us.c d-edlc 
Sto ilnry'S and tv;o ne';-; olenonto.ry soh.ools - Et^ 
and St. Paul's - vrere also opened o Ail vrere sta 
the Sisters of St, Joseph of V/ichita, 



a e cl a i-/ 
Peter's 
ffed by 



1969 



1969 



1969 



Rev. Eail K, Kies, pastor, 19o9"o 

:-;sgr„ I-lurnana became pastor of St, Catharine's Church, 
Veneta, 
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. i w .. u/ 



rrai'ice: 



•l'.:v:orta:rc aot:rac;: t. a :;av.;; a*; 
in a rjpacial section at tn.o nnci ci’ nta tltllO'-;n 
BOOKS .tl'ID SIGK2D /.UTtCLltS 
‘Of Pull r of o ran 00 



Eari'.’or , Burt Bro'o.is ''fho P:.':;i: 



oi inUi j cm 



■'.'oi.ouvrhlin : tho 

155 - 35 . 



D i i: c o V o r c a , ‘ • C Z C 50 (1 9 9 9' ) s 



Tv.-o rof crenccs to Father ? 0 '.trick ih-chinj rho oa-od I'cLouphlin 
S3S.C0 at the tire of the latter -s do.ath in 1657. 

?„ Blanchet Blanchet-c ]{ i a t o r i a a 1 8 ; : t o ' :. r; in Banloy, Clarence 

Bop cd o , Early Catholic h;:,aL;icr.e in Old. Oro-on 



( 



w_/ o w Lv • 



Lo‘;r;-r:n and ilanfcrd, 1931) 



Archbiehop Blanchot firut published his ii int o r ica l S l et chop; in 
uhe Catholic Sentinel in 1878 o This volurc- includes Brcuiilet-s 
account of fne Fhitnan nassacroo Volure II of Baglo.y*s publica- 
tion contains ■■•Sketch of the Territory of Oi-.eson and Its hiss ions 5 " 
and “The Cacholic Ladders' O.Go 979.5 B l^J-c 



?, K, Blanchet Blanchetp Fi'ancois Xo Te n Ye ars on the ?o , cifiC p 

.1.8_63“1873 5 trails o by" Don V/iii-:ins (Se-atuie: 

Uo of V/a-shington.; 1937 ). 

Originally written in 1873s this uork ras translated in connecuion 
with a V.'PA project o Blanchet, the neph’Ser of the Archbishop, was 
in Jacks ornr ille ; he relates his experiences ana dc-scrib..;.t Oregon 
for the benefit of res.ders in Fra-nce, but he never nentlons 
Eugene. O.C. 917.9 3 595. 

Ciark/Downs Clark, Robert Carlton, History of the Vfillanctte 

Valley , O re.xon (Chicago": S. J. Clark Publishing 
Goo, 1927 ") o 

Chapter Xiil , “'Churches in the VJillaniette Valley,'-' pp» 653-079* ■ 
is by Robert PI. Downs , Depends for most of its information on 
O^Hara. This chapter has been bound separately. 

Coons ^ Coons, Frederica, Tho__ Early History of Eugene 

(Eugene, 1957). 

A standard account, f.lthough she spesfrs of various churches which 
were organised as late as 1S66, she does not merit ion Catholics, 
o.c. 979o5311 g 783. 
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1 . 1 V* 



• * .• -/C.' ' -i-/ ^ ■ 'I-: .'* • •• ' . 



.J.nUj. 









.oclrloy 



Lockloy, ?rcc' „ ••;;c; lin c.,.-.-:o.;:: c.;' :-.'.ol hr.r.ry 

Doncho ’• OEC 25 (I92<v) , yr-o 53~?i- 



Do::ch roc;allcd biir.y: !r.:irried l;y '■p.r'chijr P.u.c:-:iir: , Pine.; biy- 
hearted Irish prie:rt„''' (n<> 65). 



^nor. 



i-'hhor. , h. J. L'.r.d J. li. Kryon , rr'h'dn a rt he 

cP th.:; Crtholi e Cl'ni roh ir: t’..::::n.':!.c: n ( C in c a y c : ObT *'d . 
Hyland c: Co., 190y)o 



Give 3 sore hoi’oful statistics. Al 
ir'issacre (p. 920 ) -.iiich rodeos thi 
for 3-nyono -.."ho v/ants to stied.y the 
rent, over the V.'hitssens . A copy is 
Mary '3 Catholic Church, Euyenvj. 



so cont;:-. ins a note on t’eo V.’hitran 
3 tro-”Volu.:e;; '■■..'crh interest in-v 
1 o n.y G a t ii e 1 i c - ? r o t c; s t e,n t ar .yu- 
in the perlsli library of St. 



ho ore 



I-loore, Lucia V.'. , I\'ir:a U. hcCon.vacl-: and Gladys V/. 
i'icCrcsidy, Th e Story of Lu.yene i'Ke':: Yorh: Stratford 
Ho'ase, 19 "^ 9 )o 



A tert, Much helpful information on the Catholics In dugons-o?S 8 t.S 9 hoo. 

Nichols Nichols, Leona h, , The liantl e of L l is.s ; the Story 

of Fat h ers Blanchet an d yjos^ ers in Ear ly Oreton 
(Portland, OrOo : 3 infords; ana iiont, ly'tl). 

The Appendix, pp» 256-337 s contains parish records of various .■,...^, 9 .^ 
places in Oregono Fo No Blazichet, d'anc-s Crohe ana Patrich.are 
anong the rsany priests vTio signed the registers. O.G, 922 '3595 n» 



0-Eara, I 9 II ■ O’Hara, Edwin V. , Pion eer Catholj.c History of 

Ore/ron (Portland: 1921 )«> 

The standaeod work. Too much of this short book is devoted, to the 
nissionaries in Ore.gon before the establishment of the diocese 
of Ore.gon City in l846o O'Hara was pastor stt Sto Nary’-s from 
1920 to 1929 and vras later bishop in Montana and liissourio He 
wsrote a history of Sugene, which is not now extant but will soon 
be, I hope. O.C. F 880 06360 

O'Hara 1925 <> Catholic History of Oregon, 3-'d ed, 

"Tportland : Catholic Book Co., 1925). 

This emphasizes a later period than the other work of O’Earo., 

One of the most interesting and helpful features of both works 
is the extensive quotation fron Father Jovues Croke, who wrote 
letters to Archbishop Blanchet recounting his travels in the 
Willamette Valloyo It is surprising kox'j- little infor.nation on 
Eugene is contained in this volume, .which was vrritten w’-hilc the 
author was pastor at St. Nary’s. 
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r-d I; 0 0 ''-The your.dikiv; 02 ' -cto xr:,gel 
Abbay»» oy:^ ?0 (i9o9)* 3i6-*32o 



Inyorr.ri.ticn on the 'toundina' of nto .’_;r.;jc-l .ibljoy in lc£’ 2 ; ite rrice- 
ndrinietered sacrar.ents 111 dugono bet-.:.;; on 1382 and l£&?o 






.11 ins 



Wall ins s-.o Go (, Ill~;:et-mtod Hie torv of Lane Cernty p 
Ore non •( Por-bland"; V/ali"insn IbbGjo 



A note on the Ca.tholic cengresa-tion in 1868 - the onls?’ iten I have 
found that definitely coiecorns C-atholics in S-ageno in the iSoO^So 
O.Co F 8S2 oL2 W2 



Anerica 



PERIOD ICALS 

Speiioer, Jean, on pag.es 379-'80, issue of 10 July 195^'» 
describo-s the de-'/olcvjr.eirt of a -parish library a.t 
S t o r iain;- ’So 



C3 



Catholic Sen ti nel j, p^ublishod in Poictland said -the 
official archdiccesan n eras paper o I ha-ne read the 
follou'ins special issues: 14 Deco I 9 II ('Diani.ond 
Jubilee issue); 23 Ap;cil 191-^ (44tii anniversary 
issue); 16 DeCo 195 ^- ( 85 th anniversary issue); 

6 Octe i 960 (90th)o 



The anniversary issues repeat the sane historical iiiforra-tion 
year after year. 



CS 1939 _ Catholic Gent inelo The Centenar y : ICO y ears of 

the Gath o3.i c (Chu r ch in Oro yon , 1 8 39 -1939 « 3 up'pie nent 

to the Catholic Seirtinoio b hay 1939o 



A valuable so'arce of inf or-ration, ulth very feu errors o I hope 
tho.se errors are corrected in 'the special edi'ticn of the Sentinel 
that is surely bein.g planned for Its iOOth, later this year, s.nd . 

I hope na-ny of the lo.c'unae are filled, if possible.. This issue is 
the source used most by Schoenborg, oy latei' editbons o-f the Ss-iCtinel 
and by histories in -the Register-Guard o 
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3 I OjT Oi‘10 

Catholic 



y 3 o. r s 1 9 o 1 - 19 c 9 
C h 11 r c h s 2 u 0 n e j 



d. O O d, O J« JL. .■ J. i .1 1’ - 1 3 . • ■ C • J y C/ o 

Co-.tiiolic Ch'urch 'j Credo;; daedin; 



B o c :■■: ; Gib n o y ; ;■ • c t a y e r <, 

A o'ory helpful feature io the colu.un of ••ilev.'o and Corrot./'’ uhich 
cor.taino uuch information rfoou'c •lliiriivorea.rieeu ■• It uc:S tlirouah 
this colunr. that I found the rcforonco to the article; in the Lane 
County Hictoria n cited abo"/s ana the note on St^ ha 2 y/‘S in 
Cco'ualilCj yith the further reference to the Oregon Journal , as 
gii'en belou'o 



CJ 



Cor'/allis 
fror the 



Or e non .Tourral o Portiandc, I'he issue of 2 ?cbo 1936 
centainSj on po Si, a descs'ipt ion of the celebratbon 
of the diamond jubilee of Sto 1-ls.ry‘S parish in 
, with interesting inforiiaion about Eugene and a_uotations 
ever“-popular letters of Janes Crokeo 



He g i s 1 8 r- C-uard 



Su a ene Ho aist e r-Guard a I have consulted the 
f ollovu'ing issues ; 



4 Jan-c- 1942: ’-Dianor-d Jubilee of the Register-Guard s.nd Kcvt 
Y ear Edition^’'’ A special section on ='Sduca.t ion, Religion, and 
fne Arts,*® has, on page 4, the standa.rd infornaticn on St^ i-iarj^'s, 
with the added deto.il that it •ivO-s the. no rth eo. st corner of Eleventh 
and I'illanette that Fto lietayer purchased in 1873° 

10 Rov* 1954: article on the proposed building of 2 new Catholic, 
grade schools o 

1959; a series of 32-page special sections, on 4 consecutive Sun- 
days, on the history of Lane County (because of the centennial of 
Oregon statehood )o The ?ebo 15 issue contains o.n article 'on the 
churches of Eugene, t-rhich has nothing new to say© The ouher issues 
are Pe’o» 22, Karo 1 and Haro 8o 
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church office 3 vrant through than uith no iter-by^ iter S'.nd let 

r.c borrc'-;.- theaio I ha"/e :iot dona justice to the ruitcrials cr to 

Monseigneur 's explanation of thesu- but I mart list sa^/e-rs.! iters 

that I hare fauna especially helpful o (host of tr.esa rater ic,ls 

'•-•ere gathered or v.’Titten by Bishop Leipsig uhan he ras pas tort ) 

T^ronticth Jubilee 1907 O ff icial ( Il lu str .it a d) Tr entlath 

Jubil ee History For the B e nef i t cf St t hary'S Ca tholic Church a 
Jhxcferu:, Orenono Published by HgVo Ih 0 Farrell t 

A panphlet published at the tine of the dedication cf 
the senenrid church, vihich is intill called Church cf the 
Purif icaticzi of the Blessed Virgin haryo 



Souvenir of the Bedicaticn 



Bo’.:.ven';,r of the Scj.;--nn Dot i oat ion 



of St« ihry'S Church, hugena, Oregon. October 12 „ 19 I? o 

An appropria.te companicn for the Item directly above o 
\ 

Leipzig, letters Bishop Leipzig rrete to the szrporiors at 

‘ht t~Az'igel Abbey and at Mto Angel Acadeny and iioraal to learn 
nore about Po/ther Beck and about the Benedictine ziuns "mo taught 
at St, Mary’s vzhiie Pr, Beck was pastotu 

Butts Cha-rles A, Butts, C, Ho, ’‘Trent ieth Year Jubilee,” 

'a ens-page history of St, Mary’s in the parphiet published iii 
honor of the dcdicatiozi of the second church (see above). 
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nrieh in 193 ^. 



i„c 1 
oldo 
r i"/ec 

the IS 7 O .. 

on October th' 1932, in c.rde 
the parish, hnon.c the pn. oplo froro ''/ho:.: ho ;,;loo, 
uere the f olloorinp ; Ginpl; Gent; Scharpf; Scl'in 



no i'ounu o'.o.ny 'hio nac. a::-~ 
o:: t'./o nho hO’.d cone in 
:c:;.o of olie Gent fanuly 
':c- carl 7 his tor 7 of 
1 o L', n . . c i :rf o r t i on 
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LGipnic, parish roinutes Bishop Lsipsip rco.d co,refully 

through the poirish ninute boohs and siade o::oor;si-/e notes on 
ail pao'ish ha;3penings , I ho.ve not yet seenthe notes „ v:hich he 
had bound, but I have benefit fron his typed notes. 



Leipni.a 1947 One result of the :n3.ny years of study by 

Bishop Leipsp vras the composition of a. iOOO“'rord s.ccount, 

“Sto nary's Cc.tholic Church» 1837 “ 19^7 o'' ‘f'-'O t 3 rpsd versions 
arc in this collection. 



Beck The last item in the biblloyrocphy is the first really 

historical piece I locatedo host of the es;.rly records of St, 

Gary’s have been trsinsf erred to the s.rchdioceso,n archives in 
Portland for saf cheeping, but there is one older book that is 
still kept vrith the ctirrent registers. It uas e. blank volume , 
and the title page had been lettered frith a fine and n-reful 
hand : Liber Congreaat ionic Oath.-. Eu po nil , uno.cun C cotaae Grove , 

Hon rc- e, e uc,. in c eotus a urlno residente Pastore Rev, S « 

Beck 16 Goto 1887 , 

It v/o.s used for o.ll sacranenta.1 records and cor.tains the 
signatures of most of the ps.sotors of St, Ho.ry'So It had a section 
entitle "Historical Sketches , “ but the pages containing these 
precious/ contribut ions are missing. 
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(for a tire pastor, Ronroe) 
( r s turn ad to I reland ) 



Underlined entries have been added or corrected. 



The f olloTs'ing should be noted : 

J o h.n Barnards, 1913 
VJ. Co Kraus, 1920-1 
A. Erhart (first register) 

Kany -oriests are mentioned as serving in Eugene before 183 ?: 

?o Ko" Blanche t; Janes Croke ; Patrick Mickin; Louis Metayer; Goens 
Dielman* Kespilier; Patrick Gibney; Adelheln Oderrnatt, O.S. 3 . ; 
the Benedictines Barnabas, Anselm, Wernher, 
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( \’)’u; ..c:'j .^.lil /. iii'.v.; 

WO i \ U-* .“C w v-i*' . ■ . ^ A O . /: i i n i 0 i i’ >' /a 4 I O ; *4 

ib L j A £ 1 . • Oi* O i A i .‘•’ 4 i''»i./ L. Ai : O I 0 .^wC/‘. i -4 



CHURCi-I r:OC 



■.-.' 1 ST 0 ;< 1 CAL R£CO^^DS Sur<V£Y 



r ORM 



1. County. 



2. X:uno of church 

3. Dononiin.ation \Aabholj:-c 



^ity or town 

Street fiddress _ALth--aIKi,a'iiaA:r:c 
Date orrrarused 3J.!djrC.Lha-a,ddcWW:dij. 






4. Date of Lapse, ii now defunct , 



5. Information as to previous — 

locnbcd at *ci:o corii..r or 11th o.iid ''illo/.ncttc end \’ns destroyed *chrouf';h r-au^'al 
causes* second buildir:,p. v;o. s crectod^j_ r>sad 
or il'ch o.:id Lincoln -^troots v;horo is 



.s still in u.se as a Po.rish hall. 



6. Date present building dedicated o^^^^consocrated .. 

7. 4/irchitccturG, bells, inscriptions*^ special features of building 

o-lor.;-: sir-iplc lines whicli .or.ibracoaboth^-^qypen 
. - ' / 

dr t'iis cluirch is considci'ed a vrorh of? a.rt« 



.ILlh?.-- itebuilt 

_h..aacuhjrn-dn:dcdn-nliarnjn_ije-d2ii^ 

G t nr e r i or 

dt was designed by *^roi‘o Avard 



airbard-rs oi* the bniversit^/- of trogoin® 



8. First settled clergyman £n.nliex->E«-- SA-hiejijlC- Tenure — LGiif r;ld£o. 

Educational background 

Present pastor: ‘"“ov. -^'rpjicis P« Leipzig 

9. Minute books £Wnni.c,fO£DdnaJe!;ip;t--f 24P:i.l7LLo“l£h7.>„"_-wonia-XiX^ — 

(By years, volamcs, CIo boxes, eta) 

n£9..T.9.1WA9.5.j j-_9_9_'>'^.gy9 9 ■ 1062 9 ha rneltoBL-^irr^Qx. 



10. Register books of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, members, deaths 

nt?.9.9..-Qjxy-X.ch..b.oO'C..5...}Ti,X9..b.9.Qjl-i9--J9.b..£r.9-A‘i--hli9---'3a 

i2'XXXlx4.?Xt4.9A:- 

baptisas; and one for r'arriaf^,cs end deaths^ These three books o. ro kopt 

by i<cv» Francis ?• Leipzig at the ■‘■’'orish •‘^ouse, 106 E Oliarnolton bt^ 

(Sco roverso aido) ’ io— fiiiO 
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*->t V -rr 

13. UirMibiii^iuVi lu.stonc^il lucou'-hoi: (give ;uithor, title, di'to wlioM wniton, -/ul noce if ^^'riUc^ in ouc of ilie 
reeord bookii) -lbt,.Lcij3kcaty__£d'._Jbiiu.-^J^vuuo^ldc-.V4uu-oa--iri-'^U;-/>;ri^.>y---bjy 



-ers— 





■“■-■••*■•*•*->1 ••'-o**Cri4-,v.v,i» ^ iKj ij , i ^ rLo ”\.*jlCi.>C'.»‘- / ■“ C-. u i \ O 4 J ;.^1 0 _i, I'J ij ‘ ! '. . . ^ j ^ ‘.V O it O fc jL Ox 0 30 

pY■b^Jys ‘arc >:op'b ai: ’blio Parish ^-^orr.c^ 1032 d2i-,r:tolton “-^treot. 

14. Published histories or historical sketches or directories, etc.: (give author, title, place and date of 

publication) h9jryidtlQ__ oil__pdl!CiQriky-:Ciy_0._yana\s.-jDZi^c;l:at/:hty--a£-i>^ 



■£^U;'eno, 1954:; ” 'Outline oi' 'brie Tv/entieth ^'ubilee in -^uione^" 'cj[, Frnoi'.ex' 5'*.. 
O'i'‘ai'roil, published by 5'ablier 0'Fn.ri'cill in 1907“ Tb.o F^.'-cniC -•^oriii'a;-; h-cv.'ii oi 

^ur.c _2i ot , jr956__pu_bl_ishGd___a_h_i,st_op'_y__py7.pbhG..niir;c.RQ-.9hi^...t!a:^^^ 

T;xese records are Ice.x at the Fj^^^j-ish hone by -^^ov. Leiozi;". 

15. Other records, miscellaneous manuscript material, etc. FatJmr..Xninnh'5..ihr~np.iim-.a--sj3nap.-i:on!h 

oL-?:Lr.±lSi.§SapeX--X:b:tdsl-Qn.j.'-.rsi4pimime..nn±d.chULa,--nariL-.aFl.xrch.er.br^^ 

h';:2.rHF91:H-ihiill°-^i5..9.Fllll9ill..F®..fr.l?o..):4!:.0..jf.iFty..typi.ev-rjL^^^ 

e3.riy Oatholic pioneer 'Far.ilies in ^Ufjene; also_one__;iundred _and FiFty ,ria£_es of 

.S.9A‘9ni9.]-.9-Ci.9fil..5.?.lliy.Sj...oilil9y.tcxii..Qf.ixin..aangrs5aiinn,..frnin^ 

d'hocc •xu.cords hept ot ■the F^^-.-isb^iiov.ie by ■"'athnr r'eipzi,':;. , , , , 

16. Indicate by check condition of records; Excellent ( >9 Good ( -) roor ( .) Very poor ( ). 

17. Other information, particularly as to the origins, lustory, and previous names of the ciiurcli — 

.t:9„P.ii}:liiir....4llE.5.-.^.9.?.9.09.„'i;}II197i9..ilb.d.a..iixibhalla..Q:rf;o.^ 

p?.scccl tboufjhj at intervals, and ndriini 3tcp'ed__to__thp^_';i.yrip.piic_yjC;pp_lG^ in. 



kyE£ 5 P.r--.thi. 5 -.Fb<:'-r..iod..y/:y' 3 ..i:c.ori.lS 5 n.-rlS 
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by 

Elizabeth Mitchelmare 
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Mr, Duniiuay 
February 26, 1970 
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The Beiptist church uac t^stubliahed in Orcqnn very early in the 
history of the territory. In this paper I uill attempt to tell 
about some of the basic beliefs of the Baptists, trace some of the 
history of the Baptists in Oregon, and explore the history of the 
First Baptist Church of Eugene. A later section of the paper uill 
deal Ljith the records of Eugene First Baptist Church. 

The Beptist church has several basic beliefs uhich must be 
understood in order to explain some of the history of the denom- 
ination. The first of these beliefs is the belief in the Bible 
as the supreme rule of faith and practice. The Baptists' doctrine 
and church policy is taken directly from their conception of scrip- 
tural teaching.^ The Baptists believe that personal faith in Christ 
is a prerequisite to bapti'sm. They insist that the believers be 
baptised, and that immersion is the only form of baptism that is 
mentioned in the scriptures. Therefore, immersion is the only type 
of baptism that they uill allou. By insisting on personal faith 
before baptism they eliminate infant baptism. They also insist 

that there be clear-cut evidence of religious experience before 

2 

there can be an admission to church membership. 

The Baptists oppose any distinction betueen their clergy and 
the laity which would resemble priesthood. ' The ministers are chosen 
by a vote of the congregation and are not regarded as having any 
special ecclesiastical authority.^ in the early history of the 
Baptist church in Oregon the ministers were often referred to as 






eldur rather than reverend. Individual helievere have direct ac- 
cess to Rod through the meditation of Jlesus. They do not have to 

. . 

have a minister as an intermediary. 

Baptist churches have the congregational form of church gov- 
ernment. All members of the church have equal rights and priv- 
ileges in the administration of the church, and all members have 

5 

equal standing before Rod in spiritual matters. 

One of the most important concerns of the Baptists is the be- 
lief in the autonomy and freedom of the local church. They uill 
go to great lengths to defend it. Conventions, societies, and as- 
sociations are voluntary oroani zations and theoretically do not 
possess any authority over the local churches.^ However, they of- 
ten have a great deal of influence by means of their reports, re- 

7 

commendations, and resolutions. 

The first Baptist church in Oregon, which was also the first 

Baptist church west of the Rockies, was founded on May 25, 18i<4, 

8 

on the Tualatin Plains. It was named the West Union Church. The 

first churches were usually located near streams in order to have 

9 _ 

water both for general use and for baptizing. i he stream was 

needed for baptizing because of the Baptist requirement for baptism 

1. D 

by immersion and the lack of baptistries in the early churches. 
Early Baptists in Oregon came from both the IMorth and the South, 
but the majority were from the upper South. They brought two dif- 
ferent traditions of types of m.inisters with them. The New England 
type pastor was usually well educated and had cultural attainments, 
while the typical Southern pastor was of the farmer-preacher typ?. 
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Hr made his livinQ by fsrminq during the? uiE?gk end prsnehod on 
Lkiy. Thu rnr.Tier-pr(?’e.ichsr ofton spoke L?xteTiporGOusl y rather tnan 
having a preonrnri srarmnn of the type the I\;euj England type pastor 
pave. The majority cjf early Baptist ministers in Ereoon ujerc of the 
rarmer-prt?acher type.^^ 

Baptist churches often formed voluntary associations to help 

coordinote the efforts of the local indept?ndent churches. The 

first Baptist association uest of the Rockies uas formed by five 

12 

churchos at West Union, Bregon, on June 23 and 24, 1846. 

Baptist belief in personal interpretation of the Scriptures 
has contributed to their tendency to have splits and controversies. 
There uere also splits over social issues of the day. Almost all 
the denominations in the United States split over the slavery issue. 
The Baptists split in 1845.^^ In Oregon some of the Associations 
condemned slavery and others, principally the Corvallis Association, 
continued to advocate slavery. In 1864 (actually 1863), Eugene First 
Baptist Church changed its association from the Corvallis Assoc- 
iation to the neujly-formed Umpqua Association uhich uas opposed 
to slavery. 

A movement that developed in the Baptist church that led to 
controversy in the 1680' s and beyond uas the movement called Land- 
markism. Landmarkisrn uas a high-church movement among the Baptists. 
It denied the existence of a universal church and stressed the pri- 
mecy of the local church. Landmarkists did not uish to cooperate 
uith other denominations and mould not eccept alien immersion, uhich 

' 5 

uas baptism by immersion by a minister uho uas not a Baptist." 
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Lution -Lhi:: mcvGnit;nt hGqan to din out thc3 Ljirrimciki:rB clcinncj it uar. 
h(-;cause of a policy of discrimination in mission aponintir-ents , tut 
it ujas basically because Drenon Landmarkers lacked trained leader- 
ship and were representatives of a Seuthern provincial heritage 
that could not be maintained in the grouiing population centers of 
the Pacific Nor thujcst . 

The Primitive nr Did School Baptist movement ujas primarily 

an anti-missionary movement. It developed as a reaction to the 

missionary activity\ which began in the early nineteenth century. 

The Primitive Baptists distrusted central authority. They opposed 

Sunday Schools because they had not been established by Christ or 

the Apostles. They also frowned on revival meetings because they 

believed that conversion was the work of God. They did not want. 

to cooperate with or associate with missionary Baptists. Their 

ministers were of the farmer-preacher type who received little or 

17 

no pay and worked on their farms during the week. 

Some of the Baptists were interested in social concerns and 

active in campaigns to better conditions. After '.the concern over 

slavery in the early history of the Baptists in Oregon the major 

concern and a very long-lasting concern was temperance. Many 

Baptists became involved in the temperance movement. Because of 

this involvemient Baptist churches shifted from wine to grape juice 
16 

for communion. Curing the last part of the nineteenth century 

and the beginning of the twentieth century Oregon Baptists also 

showed an interest in city anti-vice campaigns and some institution- 

19 

alized social work,. 



Tf^e next rr.njor movement, ujhioli lu'sc porticulorly active in tre 

l'32n's, use the Fundamentalist movement. The rriajor beliefs of tne 

Funda'nentalists uere in the inerranev cf the Bible, the viri~in birth 

of Christ, the deity of Christ, the substitutionarv atonement of 

Christ, and Christ's bodily resurrection and physical return. This 

2 0 

group also opposed the teaching of evolution. In Oregon the Funda- 
mentalists uere greatly concerned about the possibility of evolution 
being taught at Lin^field College. The f undsmentnli st controversy 
started in 192G at the Northern Baptist Convention and built up in 

intensity until the 1926 convention. After reaching that peak it 
21 

declined. In Oregon Baptist fundamentalists cooperated uith other 

fundamentalists of a Calvinist heritage in the struggle against 

liberalism. They did not usually cooperate with anyone unless they 

22 ■ - 

uere of a Calvinist heritege. In fact, Baptists in general do not 

23 

like to uerk uith other religious groups. Some Oregon Baptists 

2A 

in this period of the 1920' s also cooperated uith the hu Klux Hlan. 

The fundamentalist controversy developed into the Conservative 

centrovery in the 19AD's. In 1943 a contreversy arose about an 

appointment of a foreign secretary for the American Baptist Foreign 

Mission Society. The Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society 

Ljas organized in Chicago by the fundamentalists on December 15, 

1943. A number of Oregon churches began to contribute to the neu 
25 

society. Anothe group on the national level, the Fundamentalist 
Fellouship, becanne more and more critical of the theological liberal- 
ism ijhich it thought it sau in the iMorthern Baptist Convention. In 
19A6 this group changed its name to the Conservative Baptist 




A 



F ullOLjyhip . 



Thu conservatives 



2 G 

Thu conservatives tried to qet control of the "vorthorn 
fuiptict r.'r,nuention in but luere dt^fcUitEcl sc soL ?jcnut fcrniinQ o 

nsuj convention. The Conservative Captist Afjsociation of A~, erica loao 
forrreci in May, 19A7.^*^ 

In Drepon there ujas one .proup of fundarriantalicls that uantcd to 

separate From the Northern Baptist Convention and another group, 

called Loyalists that uantod to retain close ties uith the Lorthern 

2B 

Baptist Convention. The Oregon State Convection in ISLo uias oriqi- 

nally scheduled for Eugene, but the Eugene First Baptist Church ujas 

afraio of repercussions within the church set off by the Conven-tion 

29 

so the site was moved tc3 Portland. 

In October, 1946, the State Board of the Oregon State Baptist 
Convention passed a resolution defining a church in good standing 



that could send delegates to the convention. The tests wh 



cn were 



to be applied were that the church had to contribute twentv-five par 

cent of its mission moneys to IMorthern Baptist Missions, and, more 

important, the church had to be loyal to the program of the IMorthern 

■^0 

Baptist Convention." The convention started on November 9, 1946, 
at Portland First Baptist Church, and both the Conservatives and the 
Loyalists arrived in force. The Loyalists were in control of the 
Credentials and Enrollment Committee. The convention barred over 
2QC delegates from 2B churches, which was almost one-third of the 
9C churches belonging to the state convention at the time.^^ Cn 
Uednesday afternoon of the convention week 314 delegates from 51 
churches who opposed the convention' action met at the Mission Memori- 
al Baptist Church, They formed a new convention called the Conserva- 
tive Baptist Association of Oregon. They divided themselves into 
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F.i.x M'-r.^ociytionnl qraupinnc. ThRra wctr no furtl-,er ?■: luRnpiB at 

ruconciliation . Most of the people felt that since the break had 

C'j'T.G they uere better nff to go an than to turn beck.''^ 

The Conservative Baptist Association of Oregon ano the Crancn 

S::3te Baptist Convention then became rivals in the attempt tc caio 

the support of the Baptist churches of Oregon. By the time the 

division was completed, the Oregon State Baptist Convention uas left 

uiith only about forty percent of its original memberanip. 

The history of the First Baptist Church of Eugene began early 

in the history of the Baptists in Oregon. The founders of the ' 

church uere pert of the overland migration of 1650. They spent the 

uinter in Utah, arrived in Oregon in the spring, spent the summer 
in Yamhill County, and then moved to the Eugene area to take up land 
34 

claims. On July 1, 1852, they organized a church. The church was 

called the UJillamette Forks Baptist Church of Oesus Christ and there 

35 

uere seven charter members. The seven members came from various 

Baptist churches in Missouri and all had brought letters from their 

churches. The seven charter members were Mrs. Sarah Snelling Tandy, 

Mahlon H. Harlouj, Francis B. Harlom, bJilliam S, Tandy, Oosephy Meador, 

and Mrs. Sarah S. Benson. Six of the seven members were related, 

37 

and the seventh soon became related to them by marriage. The first 
meeting of the church was held at the log cabin home of Mahlon H. Har- 
low at the forks of the klillamette River. The location gave the 
church its first nam'S. The beginning of the church records reads: 

July 1st, 1652, Elder V/incent Snelling and Elder bJilliam Sperry 
convened a presbytery at the house of M.H. Harlow in the Forks of the 
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L'llliimeltL! to C'.inGlitutc-i a cliurch cF JjROus Chrir.t. h.-;rlcu: LoOS 

• , 

c^io-'.r.n Goa 2 - 0 Lory . (Eld&r Snollino actinq ;'>a Mndoraior) , ' 

TI'.g nou chui'cli adopted The Fatth oF the EBaptioto oF l,he L.ai- 
tccl Gtutoa as laid doun in the Encyclopodia oF Helicioua h,ncu.'i edee , 

^ 3Q 

by a. (\ieujtnn droun'" as its articles of Faith. ' Llillian Sperry iras 
invited to preach to the church once a ir.cnth For a year, and near 
the end oF July the First business rr-ieGtinq was held. At the meatinQ 
Uilliam Mount became a Full mepiber oF the church by means or a let- 
ter From the L'alnut Creek baptist Church oF GeFFerson County, loua. 

AD 

He was the First additicn to the church. 

At the business meeting the Following month Elizabeth Harper 

became the First member oF the church to be received by means cF 

cenFession oF Faith and baptism. At the same meeting Parilla L'hit- 

more waS' received into the church by means oF letter oF transFor. 

During the next Five years Elizabeth Davis, Elizabeth Briggs, Itelson 

Davis, Elizabeth and Candice Bolshaw, G.bJ. Bond, Elizabeth Bond, 

iJilliam H, Bond, Garrett Bogart, Demina M. Tandy and Harmon Davis 

A1 

became members oF the church. 

Because cF the in-creasing growth oF the Eugene area the members 

of the church decided at their May, 1B57, business meeting that they 

would hold their meetings in the city of Eugene. M.H. Harlow owned 

a hotel at the corner of Eighth and Pearl Streets. The church held 

A2 . 

its meetings there For a while. Meetings were next held at tnc 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. The First meeting held there was on 

I •2 

August lA, 1858. Also on August lA, 1058, the church voted unani- 
mously tc change its name to the First Baptist Church oF Eugene City. 




'Znrliur in tho veer, on July, 17, lC5o , tTiay huti cullufi ti,'; Rt-’vr.'rrjr.c 

Q. U. Hunri to be pnotor for one \/ bp.t nt c Scli--rv Df 

The Umpqua Baptist Association ues organizod on L'lctubPr IB, 

1B63, because the other association in the area, the Corvallis 

A 3 

Associet inn , uias an advocate of slavery. i he; Euacne cr.urch vccco 

{!') 

to join tho Umpqua Association on [\'ovember lA, 1663, 

Cn April 16, 1B6A, the First Baptist Church of Eocene began 
organizing a Sunday School. Joseph Steventon uas appointed the 
superintendent, and Thomas Belshau oias made his assistant. Another 
four of the members uere appointed as a committee to solicit contri- 
butions for a library. In September of the same year th^ church de- 
cided to build its oun building of uorship as soon as it uas possi- 
ble. The comm.ittee appointed to solidity funds consisted of Mrs. 
Brumle y , Miss Morse, Mrs. Belshau and Mrs. Harlou. The building com- 
mittee uas J. L. Brumley, Joseph Steventon, Thomas Belshau and M. H. 
Harlcu. They uere given the pouer to secure a lot on uhich to build 

the church. The lot chosen uas on the corner of Eighth and Pearl, 

A7 

and uas the sits of the church for more than sixty years. 

In 1665 the Eugene church changed from a quarterly to a bi- 
monthly observance of com.munion. The church later changed to a 
monthly observance. Only church members could take part in commu- 
nion, and, since immersion uas required before a person could be- 
come a church member, a person had to be baptized by immersion be- 

AB 

fora he could take communion. 

The neu church building uas completed in 1667. The church 
signed a note uhich uas payable to Mavlon Harlou in payment for uork 



■Vfv 

*4> 



COPG an and material Furnished far the churnh. It use runiiiuau 2 
year latsr alonq uiith another note uihich uias qiven for the interest 

due. In lbS5 the church mortqaqcd the property for S35D tc pay the 

^9 j 

note. ' In 1867 the church also conducted a Christmas prepram . 

Ourinq the next feui years the Eugene church frequently changed 

ministers. One of the pastors during the period, T. K. Martin, uiho 



served in 1863 and from 1671-1072, 



51 



had his ordination recalled 



bv the church in 1675. 



52 



Members could also be dismissed. Of the 



eleven members of the Eugene church at the end of 1852, six uiere 

5 3 

later excluded from the church. Another of the pastors during 

this period, B. S. McLafferty, uiho served from 1660 to 1663, tjas an 

5A 

active supporter and promoter of the foreign mission cause. 

The early rules of decorum in. the Baptist churches in Oregon 
required a unanimous vote by the membership of the church in order 
for a person to be received as a member. This rule began to change 
in 1876 ujhen the Eugene Church started requiring at least five nega- 



tive votes for rejection of uiould-be members. 



55 



Church members uere 



also subject to church discipline, even after they had been tried 

56 

in a civil court. "In 1889 the Eugene First Baptist Church turned 
over to its Advisory Committee much of the responsibility of initi- 
ating disciplinary action and permitted church committees to hear 

disciplinary cases although such cases could still be brought before 

57 

the church as a uhole." 

The Reverend Claiborne M. Hill became the pastor of the Eugene 
First Baptist Church on October 29, 163A. During his ministry the 
church building uas sold, removed, and a neuj church built on the lot, 
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It hecoina thR central builriina Ter several rBinodnlinqs enci enlerge- 

~ents. bJhen Dr. Hill rnsianed in IBSD to become the General i-'issicn- 

ary far QreDcn and the Secretary cf the Baptist State Senventiun 

there were 157 members listed cn the membership rolls cf the church 

anc Sunday Schccl attendance averaged arcund si^ty. 

Another peried cf grewth tcck place during the ministry of 

Dr. Ora C. tJright whe served from May 1, 19D4, tc August 1, 1910. 

The church was remcdeled and Sunday Schccl reems were acced. Perry 

and Elizabeth Frank denated a parsenage, and Mrs. Frank gave a bell 

tc the church which it still pcssesses. Church membership increased 

from 3uD tc 553, and the church preperty was valued at S2S,000. The 

59 

church at that time had a seating capacity cf 9DD. 

During the pastcrate cf the Reverend Henry Ldilscn Davis, 1910 
tc 1917, the basement cf the church was finished and a kitchen with 
a paster's study abeve it was added at the nerth end ef the church. 
Rev. Davis teek a leave cf absence fer six menths in 1917 fer Y.M. 
C.A. war training and then resigned to help with the army werk cf 
the Y.M. C.A. everseas.^*^ 

Rev. Charles Dunham became the pastor of the church in 1917. 

The grewth cf the Sunday Scheel had cempletely filled the church 
building and it was remcdeled. In 1921 the basement was enlarged 
fer Sunday Scheel classes, but mere reem was still needed. In May, 
1922, the church set aside S5DD tc start a building fund fer a new 
church building. Mrs. G. Y. Heatcn willed the church S'lDDQ which 
was the first denaticn te the fund. In 1923 the present site ef the 
church was purchased fer $15, ODD, The fellcwing year mere than 
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uKjQjwQO in five \/ear plednes uas securBcl for the fcuildinc, func. 

The omotiancjl end doctincil unrest of the tine (-it uas durinq the 

period of the Fundamentalist controversy) delayed the constuction 

5 1 

plans, and the ninister resigned. 

Dr. Charles L. Trawjn became the paster cn September, 1925, 
and plans mere immdiately formulated for the construction of the nau; 
church. The ground breaking took place on Kay 5, 152o. The last 
church service in the old building uas held on Easter Sunoay, April 
17, 1527. The neuj church uas formally dedicated on December A, 1927. 
The lot, building, organ, and furnishings cost I1175,GD0. In 1552 
the value was estimated to be S350,DDD,, When the building was e'em- 
plcted Dr. Traujin left to take over a building program in Fresno, 

California. During his ministry 563 neuj members uere added to the 

K S2 
church. 

□ n February 23, 1930, Dr. Bryant Ldilson ujbs called as pastor 
of the Eugene church, but he ujas unable to come until May 18. Dr. 
George Burlingame served in the interim. Dr. Wilson served until 
February 1, 1536. -The church membership increased from 1158 to 1336 
during that time. Dr. 3ohn Snipe served as interim minister from 
March 1 until October 1 when Dr. A.,0. Harms’ became the pastor. 
During his time of service an assistant minister uas added to the 
staff. During Dr. Harms tenure the Historical Records' Survey luos 
taken. An article in the Oregon Sunda y Onurna l from 1938 shouied 
that Eugene still had only one Baptist church compared to four in 
the smaller city cf Salem. Hr. Harms resigned in December, 19^D. 

In September, 1941, Dr. Uance H. Webster became the paster cf 
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trui i irst Pirtlst. Church of Eunr->ne. Hr: rctirod in the fall cf ll/uv, 
cii'tar hovino served thC' lonQest pastorate in the hisenry of the 
Eugene church. From the beginning of his pastorate until the 
church's centennial selebration church inambership increased from 
IdGu to 2600. The church indebtedness taas paid off in 1943 and 
the rrortgage burned. This allowed the Baptists to expand thair 
ministry. In December of 1942 they had established the Beraan Chap- 
el at 11th and Chambers. The Oillagill.esp ie Chapel was added on 
April 11, 1943, the Rivervieu Chapel in October, 1944, the River 
Road Chapel in June, 1945, and the Bethel-Dansbo Chapel in March, 
195C . The liJillagillespie Chapel uas granted independence on May ID, 
1951.°^ Others have become indpendent since that time. 

The Ann Oudson House uas organized during Oorld Oar II. At 
first, ■ 1945', it ujEs. a -rented a house, but a year later a building 
was purchased at 1332 Kincaid Street. This was located directly 
across from the University of Oregon campus. Also in February of 
1945 the church purchased property at 1234 High Street for a par- 
sonage . 

In 1946, Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Harlow tp^red to give 260 acres 

of farm land near Eugene to the Oregon State Baptist Convention for 

a children's home. However, a year later the State Public hJelfare 

Commission refused to give permission for the home. The Convention 

released the Harlows from their promise in Wovember of 1943 and some 

of the land was given to the Eugene First Baptist Church. It became 

6 8 

a camp confernece site. The lodge constructed on the land is 
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named Harlow Lodge 



/\s ncntinnRd Gcir.Uer, thhi Eunena First Baptist Churcn uss 
scFsculed to host ths 19^i6 Greqon Gtate Baptist Ccnvontion, dot 
•oithiJreu) the invitation hecciuse it Feared the controversy hetoeen 
the Lnnsarvf.i t i vH 3 and the Loyoliots uiould cause rapercuosions in 
the church. After the split occurred on the state level the Eu- 
c]une church became associated with the Conservative Baptist Asso- 
ciation and a group of state convention supporters withdraio from 
7C 

the church. This group formed one of four new congregations that 
were organized during 1953 and 1954 and becarrie associated with the 
State Convention. The Eugene group formed the Emerald Baptist ' 
Church. 

The Eugene First Baptist Church held a whole week of programs 

in 1952 to celebrate the centennial of its founding. On July 1, 

the actual anniversary day, a historical marker was placed at the 

site of the Harlow log cabin. That evening a historical pageant 

72 

called "Minutes of a Century" was presented. The program for 

the week is reproduced in the booklet called lOD Veers which the 

church issued in commemoration of its hundred years of existence. 

In 1952, at the time of the centennial, the Eugene First 

Baptist Church had a membership of 2686. The church building at 

that time had 64 rooms, 32 closets, 5 kitchenettes, and one kitchen. 

The auditorium seated 1200, the educational unit held 1100 pupils, 

and there was a gymnasium or social hall capable of seating 400 

people at tables. As part of the centennial program a buiUriing 

fund was established to help provide an addition to the Eoucational 

73 

Unir of the church. The Addition has long since been completed. 




Di‘. Uance IJebatnr retired aa ppstar of th.e church in the fall 
of 19c‘3 after tuenty-niqht ysars cf service. Dr. Deck nacArihur 
is noui the paster and Ranald M. Lundy is the assistant pa star. 

The Baptist Church has nc hipher body determining uihat Icind 
□ F records are kept. Each church determines its puin record-keeping 
policies. An example of uhat a church requires can be seen in the 
by-laus of the Em.erald Baptist Church in the section dealing uith 
the duties of the clerk or clerks. 

Article III, Section D 

1. CLERh(S) It shall be the duty of the Clerk(s) to keep 
an accurate permanent record of the proceedings of rhe 
Church in its meetinqs for business and read same et the 
business meetings. He shall keep an alo'nabetical and 
ch ronoloqi cal record of the date and manner of admission 
and dismission of members; issue letters of dismissal as 
directed by the church, conduct its official cor resoondencs , 
preserve all documents, papers and letters coming into 
his hands during the term of office and deliver same and 
all records kept by him to his successor in office.'^^ 

Another officer of the church concerned uith records is the his- 
torian. The duties of the Historian for Emerald Baptist Church 
are as follows: 

3. hIGTQRIAM The Historian shall collect and correlate 
information, data, letters, pictures and other pertinent 
material relative to the history and progress of this 
Church. This material shall be kept and made available 
to committees planning anniversary and other programis . *75 

In 1537 the records of the First Baptist Church of Eugene 
u'ere surveyed as part of the Works Progress Administration Histor- 
ical Records Survey. At that time there uere four minute books 
covering the period from the founding of the church in 1852 to 
1537. The record for the period 1883 to 1865 is missing. At that 



time the hooks ujere kept in the office of the church 
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These 



ninutG books have boon mi cro Fi IniGd For the boriod lc52 to loi 



ldo5 to 1^37, nnd ths mi crof i liris are avoi lahla at tho Crer;nn Hiscri- 

cal Society and at Uestern Conservative Baptist Theolonical Eemlnary 

Early Sunday School records uere not saved. Three Sunday 

School record books covering the period 1S12 to 1937 uere kept in 

78 

the church office. The Sunday School records have noui been com- 

puterized. Financial records from 1912 to 1938 uere kept by the 
church treasurer in the vault of the First National Bank. Thera 

mere four volumes at that time. Earlier financial records uere 

78 

given in the church minute books. 

f-iembarsh ip records mere kept in books entitled Chronological 

Registers. They listed members, baptisms, and deaths. According 

to the historical Records Survey they are incomplete from 1852 to 

1915, but after 1915 they are complete and in good order. At that 

79 

time they mere kept in the church office. 

The present membership rednrds are kept by the church Secre- 
tary, Mrs. Ardis Benson. The record is kept in a register book 
and includes the date the person came forujard, his name, the date 
of his baptism, the manner in which he was joining the church, and 
the date he was voted in by the congregation. Another section of 
the book lists people dismissed frem the church with their adnresse 
and a list of the deceased. This book is kept in the church office 
The church clerk, Mr. Norman Benton, keeps an almost identical rec- 
ord, and also has control of the non-current membership books. 

These are kept locked in the church safe. The secretary has access 
to the books and consults them occasionally to find out when a 
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iMp'-L-iin" juinb’d tliF: church. Thd church alee putc out an anruai cirnc 
tni'v Df" n',i;iT<bE=rs uith adrircssRS and tolanhnnR nunin'^rs, uhicii 2 core rr. 
to bnlievB that they must have snme kind of card ri2e-; for adcraccRS 
since these are net given in the permanent record. The church 
considered computerizing membership records about tuq years ago but 
decided against it because of the cost. 

The historical type records are kept in a locked cabinet ujhich 
opens into a type of portable library. It is nouj in neeo of repair 
so none of its contents can be examined at present. I do not knoui 
if the minute books are kept in it or in the church safe. 

The church itself does not keep any kind of marriage records. 
The secretary changes the names of female members of the church 
uihen they marry, and this is the only thing close to a marriage rec 
ord kept by the church. The ministers often keep, some record of 
marriages, but it is their ouin personal record and not part of the 
church records. 

The baptismal records contained, in the membership record are 
of adult baptism since the Baptists do not believe in infant bap- 
tism. Therefore, these records mould not be proof of birth but 
mould only shorn that the person mas old enough to be considered an 
adult by the Baptist Church at the time of baptism. 
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The first Presbyterians in Oregon to establish a church 

Ljere those sent in 1336 by the American hoard of Commissioners 

for Foreign Missions. This luas the ill-fated Whitman party. 

On August 13, 1838, Marcus tihitman and four other missionaries, 

including Henry H. Spalding, uho survi\/ed to contribute much 

to the Presbyterian Church in Oregon, founded the first 

Presbyterian church in Oregon at bihitman station. The massacre 

in 1847 ended this early experim.ent. In the meantime, a second 

Presbyterian church was founded at Oregon City on May 25, 1844. 

This church, however, was Presbyterian in name only. But one 

member, a Robert Moore, was Presbyterian, and when he left, the 

I* 

church became a Congreqationalist church. 

The first Presbyterian church to survive in Oregon and the 
ancestor of those that followed was established at Clatsop Plains 

'Footnotes are located at the end of the paper. 





ne.-.r cn lA’ptcnil'.irr lA , by L jir-j ThQrrp.can . 

L''\Mini;b by the; Prc-’i-Aiy tf'.ry Li" i-l i s v, c; u i in.ii'b3, ThL'r-p‘;,Gn had 
ujorkf-id i-L'. a missinr.ary in !bi‘jf;C'uri br-d'orG dhihratinQ to CrBpQn."* 

Ho trayteliod cyarlond,'^ and oniiko thooo ii.'hc fcilobjod coTrO inda- 

M- 

pandantiv or a miSHionory board. F iwo yaars latar in 1S51, upon 
a diractiye from tho Praoby tar iun Ganereil Asserribly (Old Scnool), 
Ediiiiird R. Geary and Robert Robe joined Thompson in CreoDn uith 
orders "to constitute the Presbytery of Gregcn."^ Gn IMoyemb-er IS, 
1S51, in Geary's home at Lafayette, the three men founded the 
Presbytery of Oregon. Only one cnurch, the Glatsop Plains church, 
uas enrolled.^ The original 1351 record bonk of the Presbytery is 
on deposit at the archiyes of the San Franciscan Theological 
Seminary, San Anselmo, California. 

7 

The Presbytery at first uas attached to the Synod of Weu Yor'<. 

A later meeting of Liiest Coast Presbyterians, including Robart Robe, 

ar San Francisco on October 19, 1852, established the Synod of the 

Pacific. The Synod induced the Presbyteries of California, 

Stockton, and Oregon, and yjas recognized by the General Assembly 

8 

of the Presbyterian Church in the IJ.S.A. (Old School) in 1853. 

The boundaries of the Oregon Presbytery reached from the California 

9 

line to Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean to the Rocky Mountains. 

The Presbytery oecame a synod in 1690 ujith tujo presbyteries, the 

Presbytery of Portland and the Presbytery of the lil illamette , of 

10 

luhich the Eugene church ujas and still is a part. 

The number of early Presbyterian churches founded in Oregon 
is syidence of a burst of energy in the initial years. At the second 
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L r r. p, b'l'jGp'v i. nrv/ in i.'c 



T , , ti'.'D nr.'u 



;3 p r e p r f; c- e n h - - .1 . L . V ; 



fOLinrird thi? Linn f'.cur\ty 





in Yamhill CDunty uias nrgr.ni 



n 1851 uv nd'.'.'fcrri 8. GenrV) 



also helpad to arponize thn r.uttaruillr; Pre-ishytarian Church 
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Pocert Pnbe founded the hugene Presby t'^rian Church in 1855. 
Other .-ready terian churches established in Oregen in the 1850' s 
were tnose at Oiamend Hills (.1853-54), dalipccya (1853-54;, 



The men uihc brought Presbyterianism to Oregon formed a 
closely-knit group; they, were anything but ascetic isolationists. 
Central organization luas established at the outset; contact with 
the parent bodies, the Synod and the General Assembly, were 
secured before three cnurches were established; and interaction 
among themselues was free and constant. Lewis Thompson, for 
example, not only built the first church and took part in the first 
Presbytery but helped to organize and reorganize the church in 
Portland. Edward R. Geary established churches at Lafayette and 
Butter\/ill e and was a minister at Eirownsuille between 1861 and 
1865 and at Eugene between 1876 and 1886. 

The man who brought the Presbyterian faith to Eugene, 

.Robert RoLie, was another of these involved, active missionaries. 

His role in the organization of the Presbytery of Oregon and the 



Pleasant Grove (1356), Brownsville (1857) 
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Y.cMinnville (165]) 



Oakville (135U), Solo (1854), and Cottage Grove (1855) 




Li Cif I Hucivic !'a‘j r-' j J u J r.-.m 1 1. . In lG'3i3, 

'Lhij L.uo,Ljn £2 cnurch. mH antrv in hi‘i riiary rsvbalRCl his 
;'u^ 1 SiC'nc!ry spirii. 

Linn Gountv hnuc- v-rr I rcunrl praccc'jp i r-ici iy thn 
LinitGd Hreshy tiirians , Jr. K,anij;;l.l ci.ncj Rav. Gilscn 
almina luera nei'R. I foL.Tid Lr;ne Caunty ujithaui a 
Ninistur ar any Janar-instion anri I uias nraujn there partly 
I believe by the desire to preach Christ uhare he had 
not been narr.ed. 15 

Tc help finance rhe church's first building, r<Qbs scl.d his ouin 
land dcnaticn clain. He alsc organized a schcal in Eugene, and 
in crder to sunpcrt himself and his u)ife uorked as the county 
school superintendent. After serving the Eugene church for ten 
years, he moved to the Brouinsville Church in IB65.^^ 

Robe came to Oregon in 1851 from Ohio, uhere he was born 
October 10, 1321. He graduated from Washington College in 1 Sh 7 
and spent 18 h 8-A9 at the Western Theological Seminary. In 1650, 
ha was ordained by the Presbytery of Zanesville, and the next 
year went overJ.and to Oregon. Rohe's diary written while 
crossing tne plains has been reprinted in the Ijiashington Historical 
Querterl y COanuary, 1928), 52-83, On Duly 13, 1853, he 

13 

married Eliza iiJ . IiJalker. He died ^^lav 23, 1909 at HroLjnsville. 

According to the first minutes of the church, dated Mavy ID, 1855, 

the Presbyterian Church of Eugene ues organized on Kay 5, 1655, 

under a spreading oak on the corner of IQth and Willamette. In 

addition to Robe, the church had fiv/e members — George Kiarshall 

and nis uife, brother Thomas Couey and his uiife, and Mrs. Renfreu. 
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r'arshall and Couey uera chosen elders. The group held irregular 
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M=dj.th rrjn'.einod only one year. Until 1875, the Lupene church luas 
served by ternpcirary rcpiace-ien ts anri shart~te r iT; p c5 s b G r s . ins 



Ourinr; tne perinb, Eduard R. Geary served as pastor. Geary had 

a distinguished hackgreund and contributed nuch to the church and 

to Eugene. He uas educated at Jefferson Ccilege and Allegheny 

bBiTiinary; his brother uas mayor of San Fransisco, Governor of Kansas 

Territory, and Governor of Hennsylvania . besides serving as pastor, 

LGuard Geary uas a regent of the University of Oregon from 1877 

21 

until his death, uhich uas on September 1, 1886. 

tihile Geary uas pastor, the Presbyterians replaced their 

old building after it uas damaged by fire in 1882. The second 

building, located at Sth and Lincoln, uas dedicated on February A, 

22 

1883. MlsD during Geary's pastorship, the liJornen's Presbyterian 

Missionary Society uas started (1875). In 18S8, the Society 

23 

merged uitn another group to form the Ladies Aid Society. 

The next important period in the Church's history came in 
the years betueen 190L and 1912. H . I\i . Mount uas pastor and he 
uas regarded as a man of ccnsiderable oroBnizing ability. The 
cnurch mambership increased from 226 in 1906 to 522 in 1912. It 
uas j.n this period also that the church, follouinq the lead of its 



years 1875-86, houever, uerri years cf expansion and dedication 
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srter the friprcjer, bntn churcri hi!ilr!inc;s uers sold and a naui 
huilding errectsd. LJedicated an Septrirrhar 27, 1928, it uas 
1' catert an the Southuest corner of 10th and Pearl and had a 
sandstone veneer and a large stained-olasr ujindou in front. 
n manse uias added in 1912. Ljnfortunatel v , the stone proved to be 



building served until 1556 uhen e larger modern building uas 

arreoted on 15th between hatterson and Ferry. 

The period from 1916 to 1929 also proved to be a period of 

ornuth for the ohuron. 1 hese years were nooupied by the pastorships 

of liJiliiam f i . Cass, 1916-23, and M. H. Saunders, 1924-29. 

The Westminister House was organised in 1920 and a new Westminister 
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House arreoted in 1927. tiy 1929, the membership stood at 950. 

fJorman K. Tully's long residenoe from 1936 to 1947 uias noted 
for closer relations with the University, for Tully's learned 

2 G 

sermons, and for his oareful management of the ohuroh rsoords. 

After 1947, the ohuroh grpjw tremendously. F?ev. Paul S. Hellish, 
who served between 1946 and 1956, inoreased membership to 14D8. 

On January 29, 1956, ground breaking oeremcnies were held for 
construction of a new ohuroh building at 15th and Ferry. On 
October 2R, 1956, the cornerstone was laid, and by late December 



faulty and in 1916 had tc be repiaoRO with wood 
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This renovated 
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l: . J. Man t id tn , ,1.87 'j 
H anry Spalriinq, 187G 
G. b. biilson, 1870-73 
M. G. iM'dnn , 1873-75 
d'oJdriJ R, Geary : 1S75-86 
eorcjB M, McKinlay, 138G-50 
no regiJar pastor, 1590-51 



y. G. Tinr’a, 1591-52 
3i. 5. Giioart, 1853-58 
G. A. Giolend, 1500-01 
Oharlos F . bioodu,'ara, 15G2-G4 
. N. Fount, 1504-12 
LiJ il i a;-ii Parson, 1512-16 
Lilliiam M . Case, 1516-23 
A. H. Saundars, 1524-25 
Gonn (••i . Adams, 1528-25 
Milton S. uiatiEr, 1530-36 
0. K, . Tully, 1536-47 
Paul S. Mellish, 1548-56 
|■'■iD^r^l3^ Pott, 1564- 
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Th'j St"i';L,' gt' thG A rc''i iv'/’r, 
c-'i;’ Ck-:ntr<'il PriiLiLGy t/’ri.'jn Cr.^rn'G, Eu::;:;na 

The knefiir.n of r-jcnrsis at tnu E-iCisra P'vsitvtf-Ticjn CGL'rch, 
ranan-.ad r,ne Cantral Presuytari an Church of Eui;:]ggo in IPCG, tcgan 
on fidy in, 1255, five days aftsr thrr_ forn'otian cf the church. 

The first entry in v^olume one of the Sessicr.di Minutes bears 
that date. This volurrie appe^ers to te an oriqinai record, and 
if 50 that makes it the church's eldest raenrd. Printed by the 
Presbyterian Beard of Publicaticn, the volume contains tue hundred 
eighty-four pages and is bound by a tan leather binding. The 
Sessional Miinutes as a uihole are not only tne oldest series, 
but also the longest in duration, as no interruption evidently 
occurred betmeen 1855 and the present time. The series is the 
most valuable record, from a cultural end historical point of 
viaui, that the church possesses. In them is the record of all 
the important matters pertaining to the life and uiork of the 
church, including the namss of all church members and of those 
baptized as the Session received them. 

The Sessional Minutes are ujell-preserved on the uihole, 
although the older volumes naturally have haoun to shoui some age. 
These volumes should be placed in tne vault uihere they mill not 
be uisturtad. At present they rest on the top shelf, of the church 
vault. Unfortunately, as often happens, the top shelf has become 
a catch-all fer unujanted material. Thus, large auikuiard pledge 
books have so crouided the top shelf that retrieval of anything is 
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in thp churcn vault. Specific places in the vault have nnt been 
aesicjnated for specific record praups. In other uords, a person 
bringing rt^corrls to the vault has nn specific place to put them 
except in tne nearest vacant spot. The solution to this problem 
is discussed later in connection uith the Subject File Series. 
Suffice it to say, that the situation uiili eventually have a bad 
effect on the psrservation of the older volumes of Sessional 
Minutes . 

Tuo other undesirable situations involving the Sessional 
M'linutes are more easily solved. First, volume four, a loose-leaf 
volume covering the period 1924-1938, should be rearranged. 
Presently, it is arranged chronologically backuark, i . e . the 1933 
minutes appear first and the 1924 minutes appear last. Secondly, 
the minutes for 1933-1950 should be placed in a more durable and 
accessible binder. They are noui loose in a paper folder, uihich 
itself is mislabelled (reads 1933-43, instead of 1933-50). If 
possible, merge these minutes uith either volume four or six, both 
of uihich are loose-leaf volumes. 

The second oldest series, the Minutes of the Congregational 
Meetings, began in 1867 and continued as a separate record until 
1919. After that the Congregational Minutes mere kept in the 
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Lihere they spi;p,ar. It in recomn’encieLJ tnat the tua uolurnes of clas 



Ccnprenatianal K i n u 1 1 -. s (1867-1915) ba kept tegether, perhaps in an 



vcluiTie is in the black rrietal hex and tne ctner on the top shelf cf 
■Che vault. Soirsdsy the church vault u;ill be cutqroijjn and soma records 
moved out. Heaping records of the same series tegether uill 
minimize the risk of extreme physical separation. 

The? information in the Church Register dates back to the 
beginning of the church in 1855. Housver, volume one, 1855-1915, 
contains original information only after about 19u5. The earlier 
information uas transcribed into the volume from another source. 

The evidence of this is clear. Mil entries bearing dates between 
the years 1855 and about 1505 are in the same haiduriting . Secondly, 
according to an /August 25, 1504 entry in the Sessional Minutes, the 
church purchased tuo record books, one for the Register and one for 
the Sessional Minutes. The latter apparently became volume tuo 
of tne Sessional Minutes. In size, appearance, and name of printer 
it is identical to volume one of the Church Register. Even so, the 
record is only a partial copy, since information appearing after 1505 
is original. This vclume thus snould remain part of the series. 

Supplementing the Church Renister are the Master Card File, 



archival box along uith rrher nistcrical matr.er. At present, one 
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The Church Register 



CLinlicaLt-.'E ail inrcr:-',atiDn in th-a 'iarcJ Fila for ail irf'mbors 
(orosar, t antj depurtod) oxcopt for addrasseG. LiGrcira 1957, the 
faster Card Fils functionad auccessFul 1\; ss a raaidy reference 
tool for keeninn track of merr;bors. Cards uera arranged alphabetically 
cy individual and access to often used information on members, 
such as addresses and membersnip status, ojas quicker uiith the 
file than with the Register. Since 1557, however, this function was 
entirely taken over by tne Family Fr.lder File, which is an 
excellent record-keeping system. Mil church information about a 
family is kept together and recorded on the printed format of a 
manila folder. Much more infcrmation can be stored here than on the 
iXasrar Cards and access is just as easy. Only one thing would thus 
be lost if the Master Card File were dispensed with — addresses of 
inactive or departed members who were not transferred from the 
Card File to the Family File in 1957. 

The Pledoe Records Series and the bookkeeping Records Series 
are the products of the church's accounting system. Since 1561, 
a part-oime accountant working in the church has managed these records, 
which are complete for the period. The records are kept in annual 
accumulations in paper folders. It is recommended that the inactive 
folders, which at present, are dispersed throughout the vault, be kept 
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is adwisnd. If Inngdr retention is desireri, keep therr. in a place 



uiPere space is not sc precious. 

The one tninp that ixtill rDcst hbenefit the church archives is 
a sirr.ple housekeapinp chnre — nanaly, the arranpsn.ant into scries 
of a luhcle host of material that has been filed without regard to 
any orcer. In the inventcry this material was identified as the 
Subject Fils. The records are grouped mainly ii i folders and 
manilo anvE-;laps, shelved on the top shelf, an ether shelves, atep 
tne Sessional Minutes, in the file cabinets on the floor, or in the 
two boxes of early historical records. Felders dealing with the 
same subject are not grouped together, and often records in the 
same folders bear no relationship to each ether. If definite series 
were established, this situation could be avoided. A person coming 
to the vault with a handful cf rt-’cnrds, instead of placing them 
in tne nearest vacant spot, would file them -icccrding tc a 
prearranged system. Suggested series' titles might include Church 
Construe t ion , 1S50-1S49; Church Censtr ucticn , 195n-1957; Sank Statement 
and Cancelled Checks; Snekkeepinn Records; Blueprints and Drawings; 
Miscellanecus Phetegraphs; and Miscellaneous Subject File. 
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Gccuinulrituu dince. oxccilont rncerr: kr-npinr; f^ysten for current 

infortpation is mclntaineLt in tnu form o:' the FalLier File, 

anc tnerc exists an excellent, accessible church v/auj t fer 
stcrinL, tlie records. tJhat is ncedei.! is the elimincticn cf serne 
unnecessarv cine spece-consuminn records, the rearrangement of seme 
material into definite series, and uhers prepfir the storage of 
rscoras in archivyail boxes. 
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